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Friday 27 March 10 am  
Annual General Meeting 
Centacare Petersen Street 

Friday 17 April 
Fashion parade 
9.30 am for 10 am start 
Centacare Petersen Street 

Date claimer 

Can you believe that the end of the first term for 2015 has come around already? 
Easter is upon us, although the supermarkets have had hot cross buns for sale 
since early in January, and Easter eggs have been on display for weeks. The 
power of theme marketing continues to enhance the commercialism of all our 
“festive” events and seasons, including our Christian religious celebrations.  
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Management committee  
members 

The President's Piece 

If you would like to join with the 
following  people who have 
nominated that they will help 
where they can at occasional 
events, outings and functions, 
your involvement will be most 
welcome.  

June Carey  Patricia Castles 
Carol Castles  Trish Alexander 
Denice Knight  Pat Millard 
Gwen Elliott  Tricia Edward 
Rita Evans  Trish Fraser 
Margaret White Jo Weymouth 
 

Friends of the committee 

To register as a Friend of the 
Committee, please contact:  

 Andy Fechner, president 
OR  

 Laurel Fechner, course 
coordinator  

P 5541 2072 
E andyfechner@bigpond.com  

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this 
newsletter are those of the named individual 
contributor alone and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of  the editor, U3A committee, U3A, 
or its members. 

Meet … ANDY FECHNER (President Beaudesert U3A) 

What is your favourite time of the day? 
Any time I am awake, at least I know I am 
alive. 

If you ran away and joined the circus, which act 
would you most like to be? 
The Ringmaster 

What is your favourite TV programme 
Any high quality sport 

What is the strangest food you have ever 
eaten? 
Fried chicken feet in China; and wild water 
buffalo we hunted and killed for meat in 
Arnhem Land 

Any pet peeves? 
Tailgaters and litterbugs who throw rubbish 
out of cars 

If they made a film about your life, who would 
play the part of you? 
Tom Hanks 

What is your favourite movie? 
Zulu 

Which animal would you best describe yourself 
as? 
Chameleon 

 

April 2015 

Have a flick through a calendar and 
note how many days and events 
spawn extra commercial activity. It’s a 
bit scary to see how much is aimed at 
the young, with the power to relieve 
parents of money which is spent on 
items that are soon devoured or 
discarded. 

In any case, our U3A has had its 
usual busy first term with our AGM 
about to happen, and new courses 
proving popular. The acoustic guitar 
group has really taken off….I didn’t 
suspect that there were so many 
budding Al Caiola / Jimmy Hendrix / 
Eric Clapton / Michael Fix types in our 
ranks. Well done guys and girls, keep 

up the good work, and a big thank you 
to Ken Jurd our willing tutor.  

In addition, our card playing group 
continues to grow, with some euchre 
players providing an option to the 
bolivia devotees. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all members a safe Easter break, 
and hope you enjoy any family time that 
comes your way. During the school 
holidays we are offering a ladies’ 
fashion day to members and friends on 
Friday 17 April….guests welcome. 
Details are in this newsletter.  

Andy Fechner President. 
   



All course participants must be paid up members 
of Beaudesert U3A ($25) per annum (couples 
$40) and each session has a minimum fee of $2 
towards Centacare expenses (tea/coffee, aircon, 
etc.)  If necessary extra course costs for other 
requirements will be set by tutors. 

Sabby is all smiles at the computer group morning 

Learning conversational French looks very relaxing 

Acoustic guitar 
Tuesdays 3.30 pm-5 pm  at Centacare rooms 
The tutor, Ken Jurd, is a well known local musician and entertainer.  
If you want to join in and be able to play a simple tune after your 
first lesson, bring your guitar along and get started.  Classes will 
continue over the school holidays. 
Contact Laurel 5541 2072 or email andyfechner@bigpond.com 

Art appreciation 
Third Wednesday each month, nominal time 10 am to 12 pm at 
Centacare bistro room if not on an outing - usually involving art 
gallery visits with Tricia.  A chance to look at and discuss works of 
art on display in the Scenic Room and masterpieces from around 
the world. 
Contact Tricia 5544 1462 

Art group “The Limners” 
Wednesdays 9 am to 12 pm at the Centacare rooms. 
Contact Denice Knight 5546 9879  

Card playing and board games 
Every Monday, 1 pm to 4 pm at Centacare rooms, Enjoy euchre, 
canasta, samba and bolivia (focus on bolivia.) 
Contact Pat Millard 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 

Computer group 
Mondays, 10 am to 12 pm, at Centacare bistro room.  Hands on 
computer application.  Most members bring their laptop along and 
are assisted by tutors or computer group members with individual 
tasks or problems.  The aim is helping solve computer related 
problems through the group.   
Contact George 5541 0706  

Conversational French 
Mondays 1 pm to 3 pm, at Centacare rooms.  Introduction to 
conversational French. 
Phone Bernie 5544 2042 

Cookery group 
Meets first Wednesday of each month, 1 pm to 3 pm, starts 4 
February, alternately at tutors’ kitchens at  Josephville and 
Gleneagle.  Members also offer their kitchens as “guest locations”. 
Contact Tina Jones 0418 780 861 or Laurel Fechner, 5541 2072. 

Embroidery 
New course on offer - will only commence if numbers of interested 
members are sufficient.  Please contact Tricia before start day 23 
April. 
Contact Tricia 5544 1462 or email shikeo@bigpond.com 

Genealogy club 
No set days - Tricia Edward is willing to help out anyone who is 
interested, one on one.   Participants generally meet monthly by 
arrangement to discuss progress. 
Contact Tricia 5544 1462 or email shikeo@bigpond.com 

General discussion group 
Meets Tuesdays 9.30 am to 11. 30 am.  General discussions on 
any subject the group wishes.  Group participation is the key here.  
New venue Beaucare Community Room, 44 Tina Street, 
Beaudesert. 
Phone Andy 5541 2072 

Mosaics 
Meet Mondays 1.30 pm to 4 pm at 533 Cryna Road, Beaudesert.  A 
hands-on course in this fascinating art form which will encourage 
your imagination to create delightful objects. 
Contact Beryl 5541 2120 

Nordic walking 
Meets Tuesday and Friday mornings, 7.30 am to 8.30 am at the 
soccer field by the Beaudesert tennis courts.  You will need a 
comfortable pair of sports walking shoes, a pair of poles and a 
bottle of water.  Contact Lawrie regarding purchasing poles. 
Contact Lawrie 0423 322 975 
 
 

Course coordinator 
Laurel Fechner 
 
P   5541 2072   |   M   0417 644 506 
E   andyfechner@bigpond.com 

Mike Goebel, Paul Snoeren and Naomi Wheatley of 
the Limners group 

Current courses 
Term 2 - Monday 20 April to Friday 26 June 2015 



Beaudesert U3A welcomes 
four new members and one 
returning member.  We hope 
that your association with our 
organisation will be a long and 
fruitful one.  We look forward to 
your involvement in our 
activities. 

 Peter and Bronwyn Newman 
 Norma Turner 
 Patrick Ryan 
 Jean Stevens (returning 

member) 

Welcome - new members Proposed new course -  Mah Jong 

Social activities 
Jigsaw library 
108/110 Carrigan Way, Gleneagle.  Come along and select a jigsaw to use from the library.  For selection and collection, 
contact Rita or George ph 5541 0706 

Enquiries have been made to the committee regarding this 
interesting game.  If you know how to play and would like to get into 
this course, call the course coordinator as soon as possible. 

Interested in any of the current or proposed courses, or the social 
activities?  Contact the course coordinator. 

A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  

Friday 27 March 10.00am 
Centacare  
Petersen Street 

Pasta - such a versatile food easy and simple to 
prepare. This month our dish was pasta carbonara a 
simple way to kick off the year getting our tastebuds 
ready for the many interesting recipes we have in 
store for the year ahead. 

This month we welcomed a new participant Michelle 
who came loaded with a bag full of egg plant (one of 
my favourite veggies), so with time on our hands 
because our pasta dish was so quick and easy, this 
was a great opportunity to make yes!!  another quick 
and easy dish. Eggplant salad, a combination of 
eggplant, garlic, celery, cider vinegar, olive oil and 
salt to taste. It’s an acquired taste and one I’m quite 
fond of. 

From my kitchen Tina Jones. 

Cookery group 

Art Appreciation group 

On Wednesday 18 March members of the group visited the Brisbane City Hall Museum to view a 
couple of exhibitions. One was on Costumes from the Golden Age of Hollywood and was a 
delightful collection of items worn by famous actors in well known roles. The other exhibition was 
of an amateur photographer’s work of early Brisbane featuring glass plates giving fascinating 
views of a forgotten Brisbane.  A great if tiring day. 

On 15 April we intend to visit The Centre at Beaudesert to give ourselves an early taste of the 
centenary of Anzac Day with an exhibition called – “Anzac a day in the life”. This exhibition opens 
on 27 March in good time for our April get-together. We will meet at The Centre at 10.30am and 
have lunch together afterwards to discuss the exhibition and bring us back to our usual happy 
selves. 

Tricia Edward  

Line dancing 
Line dancing every Tuesday, 
commencing Tuesday 21 April at the 
Uniting Church hall, 9.30 am to 11 
am. 
Contact Trish 0417 440 584 

Social tennis 
Wednesdays 8 am to 12 pm 
Venue Beaudesert tennis courts 
Boonah Road. 
Contact Tex 5541 4772 
 

Table tennis 
Thursdays 9 am to 12 pm, held at  
the Uniting Church hall. 
Contact Des or Pamela 5541 2662  
or 0448 133 146  
or Trish 0417 440 584 



Discussion group excitement 
This week’s discussion group meeting at Kath’s House in Dunsinane Street had a very different start to our 
normal day of tall stories, world peace solutions, airing of views on any subject matter and advice to any 
politician of any persuasion. 

Our erstwhile president and currently the facilitator of the discussion group went bounding up the front 
steps, (well, a slowish bound), and as he was putting the key in the lock, was attacked by wasps, resulting 
in stings under his ear and on the arm. 

Suffice to say it was a much quicker bound getting way from the nasty little critters. Closer inspection 
showed wasps hanging in strings from the verandah posts, the ceiling and the window frames near the front 
door. 

Andy had brought along with him two visitors on the day to boost our depleted numbers, Syd and Kevin who 
were staying at Andy’s for a couple of days in our fair township. We were able to borrow a can of deadly 
insecticide from a generous next door neighbor, and with visitor Syd wielding the can, the wasps were soon 
hitting the floor. 

We got underway with Andy holding an icepack made up by Carol and Patricia Castles on his ear, but that 
didn’t really stop him from enjoying the 10.30 morning tea… 

You too can get entertainment, excitement and interesting conversation at discussion group, every Tuesday 
morning at a new venue to be confirmed.  Some of our members have left the district, so we have a few 
vacancies for additions to our group. 

Contact: Andy Fechner. 5541 2072 / 0409 859515.     

Card playing 

Remember back in ‘the good old days’ when 
family and friends got together to play cards at 
week-ends or at holiday times; or family get-
togethers finished around the table with a pack 
of cards and match-sticks for scoring? So many 
different versions of so many different card 
games!   

In October 2014, half a dozen members revived 
the tradition and started a group to play cards. 
The initial game of choice was bolivia (an 
extension of canasta). 

Some of us didn’t know how to play this game, 
and some would have preferred a different 
game, but with great enthusiasm and 
determination we met on Mondays to learn to 
play bolivia. More importantly we aimed to have 
fun! And fun we have! 

Now we number 19 players, and have formed a 
smaller group within the card group by some 
members who wanted to play euchre. As the 
groups are interchangeable we are learning 
alternate games as well as teaching each other. 
Hopefully, the next step might be to start a 
board game (we have had enquiries about mah 
jong), giving us a greater range of entertaining 
and interesting pastimes with which to fill our 
Monday afternoons. 

If there is something you would like to share 
with us, or would like to participate in something 
already on-going, why not give us a chance to 
entertain and be entertained by you. 

Pat Millard 

(Top clockwise)  Di Johnson, Lynn Lewis, Pat Caverley  
and June Carey concentrating on their hands 

(Below)  Margaret and Tex White wait  while dealer Pat 
Ryan shuffles the cards 

Time Cost Place 

1.00 pm $2 per session Centacare 

Mondays  Petersen Street 



Guess what's for dinner 

An invite from the Friends of Beaudesert Library 

Thank you to our sponsors 

Who was the usually well organised cookery group tutor / facilitator who 
decided to prepare a healthy new recipe for vegetable lasagne recently, 
incorporating onions, two varieties of potatoes, pumpkin, spinach, low fat 
tasty cheese, bacon and some cooking cream into this nice dinner 
dish…?? 

She carefully layered the ingredients, along with the seasoning into the 
large baking dish, and was just stepping back to admire her handiwork on 
her work of art when her usually helpful husband said: “How many sheets 
of the new packet of lasagna did you use?” (Having been asked to 
purchase more on his trip into town that morning). 

SHRIEK!  HORROR! 

Ever seen anyone trying to insert lasagna sheets into a baking dish 
already full of ingredients after the preparation has been done?? 

Subsequent suggestions from aforesaid helpful husband were strangely 
enough not welcomed at all…answers were not always very ladylike 
either… 

Anonymous President husband 

Anzac Day is this month and with it, another reminder of the 100th anniversary when the president of the 
RSL in Beaudesert, Errol Guilfoyle (now in his 15th year as president) will be the guest 
speaker at Conversations at  11  am on Wednesday April 15 at the library.  His speech 
will cover the history of the Scenic Rim’s involvement in war from WW1 to the present.  
Errol served in the Army from 1959 to ’69 and rose to the rank of sergeant. 

A special guest will be well known Beaudesert identity Major General Sandy Thomas, 
who served through WW11 and then in the British Regular Army. 

Friends of Beaudesert Library hosts these monthly events so it would be good to see 
many of you turn up… don’t forget to RSVP for catering at 5540 5142 or 

libraryb@scenicrim.qld.gov.au.  

Name it  

Time is running out for the 
competition to name the 
newsletter.  Send your ideas 
to me at:  

yvonneberry47@gmail.com  

so I receive them on or 
before Thursday 26 March.  
The winning name will be 
advised at the AGM on 27 
March. 

2015 subscriptions 

Have you paid yours yet? 

The annual subscription is $25 
per person or $40 for a couple 
and may be paid to Tex White 
our treasurer, or your group 
tutor. 

Regular naps prevent old age, 
especially if you take 
them while you are 
driving. 

Sound familiar? 
“If God wanted me to touch my 
toes, He would have put them 
on my knees.” 
  
‘I’ve lost my mind, and I’m 
pretty sure my kids took it.” 
  
“Of course I talk to myself, 
sometimes I need expert 
advice.” 
 
“I’m retired…I was tired 
yesterday, and I’m tired again 
today.” 



Three weeks ago, Lawrie and I went to Boonah to see the production "100 
Years on - Our Anzac's Stories in Song".  What an amazing group of people 
with such wonderful talents.   

A Word or Two about this and that 

I found the  performance quite 
emotional and it brought back the 
memory of my Dad who saw service 
in WWII in the 3rd New 
Zealand Division in the 
Pacific.  He never talked 
much to us about his 
experiences, but he did bring 
back a lot of photos which he 
showed us when we were 
children and of course we all 
believed he single- handedly 
won the war! 

What horrendous conditions they 
lived and fought under; how equally 
ghastly the conditions in WWI.  War 
is such a waste of life and I am 

forever thankful that neither my 
husband or my sons were called up 
to go to war.  

As Andy has already 
pointed out, there are some 
wonderful exhibitions and 
shows on in and around 
Beaudesert with the theme 
of war stories and our town, 
so make sure you get 
yourself along to at least 
one of them to honour 
those whose lives and 

selfless deeds we are celebrating. 

Yvonne 

 

 " ...and of 

course we all 

believed he 

single- handedly 

won the war!" ... 

U3A member Bryan Hamlyn recently took his family to Toowoomba to see the new Brisbane West Wellcamp 
Airport constructed by the Wagner family.    

The airport features four gates and has a runway 2,870M long, which is long enough for an Airbus A380 
superjumbo to land on.   

An industrial estate is being constructed around the airport. 

Foyer 

Check in 
Photographic mural  

Brisbane West Wellcamp Airport at Toowoomba 

Check in 

Carpark 

I feel like my body has gotten 
totally out of shape, so I got 
my doctor's permission to join 
a fitness club and start 
exercising.  I decided to take 
an aerobics class for seniors. 

I bent, twisted, gyrated, 
jumped up and down, and 
perspired for an hour.  But, by 
the time I got my leotard on, 
the class was over. 

Anyone for aerobics? 



 

Maelena Collection 
    Real Clothes for Real People 
    See and buy on the day 
   For your convenience 
   when making your purchases 
   we accept 
   EFTPOS 
  Master /Visa credit card 
  and cash facilities available 

 
 

Doors open 9.30am for 10.00am start 
U3A members and friends 

Ladies Fashion Day 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Venue: Centrecare Function Room      Gold coin entry

 Petersen St,reet Beaudesert      Morning tea  
RSVP 13 April 2015        Lucky door prizes 
 

  
 
 
Hosted by: Maelena Collection 
Contact: Tina Jones   Mobile: 0418 780 861 or 55930016 
 

Autumn 

Winter 

2015 



Activity Venue Time Frequency Contact 

Monday - morning 

Computer group Centacare bistro 10 am-12 pm Weekly George - ph 5541 0706 

     

Tuesday - morning  

Aqua aerobics is in recess over winter, recommences September 2015.  Contact Trish 0417 440 584 

     

Nordic walking Beaudesert soccer field 
(by the tennis courts) 

7.30 am-8.30 am Weekly Lawrie - 0423 322 975 

     

Line dancing Uniting Church hall 9.30 am-11.00 am Weekly Trish 0417 440 584 

     

Discussion group Beaucare Community 
Room 44 Tina Street 
Beaudesert 

9.30 am-11.30 am Weekly Andy - ph 5541 2072 

     

Wednesday - morning 

Art Group  
"The Limners" 

Centacare rooms 9 am-12 pm Weekly Denice - ph 5546 9879 

     

Social tennis Beaudesert tennis courts 8 am-12 pm Weekly Tex - ph 5541 4772 

     

Art appreciation Centacare bistro plus  
excursions 

10 am-12 pm 3rd Wednesday of 
each month 

Tricia - ph 5544 1462 

     

Thursday - morning 

Table tennis Uniting Church hall 9 am-12 pm Weekly Pam - ph 5541 2662 
Trish - ph 0417 440 584 

     

Embroidery - if 
sufficient numbers - 
ph Tricia before 23/4 

Centacare bistro 10 am-12 pm Weekly Tricia - ph 5544 1462 

     

Friday - morning 

Nordic walking Beaudesert soccer field 
(by the tennis courts) 

7.30 am-8.30 am Weekly Lawrie - 0423 322 975 

 

Term two 20 April to 26 June 2015 
Beaudesert U3A morning activities 



Activity Venue Time Frequency Contact 

Monday - afternoon 

Conversational French Centacare bistro 1 pm-3 pm Weekly Bernie - ph 5544 2042 

     

Card playing bolivia/euchre/ 
board games 

Centacare rooms 1 pm-4 pm Weekly Pat Millard - ph 5541 2492 

     

Mosaics 533 Cryna Road 
Beaudesert 

1.30 pm-4 pm Weekly Beryl - 5541 2120 

     

Tuesday - afternoon  

Acoustic guitar Centacare rooms 3.30 pm-5 pm Weekly Laurel- ph 5541 2072 
Email - andyfechner@bigpond.com 

 

Wednesday - afternoon 

Cookery club Tina's or Laurel's 
kitchen alternately 

1 pm-3 pm 1st Wednesday of 
each month 

Tina - ph 0418 780 861 
Laurel - ph - 5541 2072 

     

Other activities   

Jigsaw library 108/110 Carrigan Way 
Gleneagle 

Phone to arrange selection and 
collection time   

Rita or George - ph 5541 0706 

     

Genealogy club  By arrangement with Tricia Edward  Tricia - ph 5544 1462 
Email - shikeo@bigpond.com 

Centacare bistro/rooms  |  6-12 Petersen Street  |  Beaudesert 

 

All participants must be financial members of the Beaudesert U3A ($25 single/$40 double per annum) and each session 
has a minimum fee of $2 towards Centacare expenses.  If necessary, any extra course costs will be set by tutors. 

For further information please contact the course coordinator: 
Laurel Fechner  |  P  5541 2072  |  M  0417 644 506  |  E  andyfechner@bigpond.com 

Term two 20 April to 26 June 2015 

Beaudesert U3A afternoon activities 


