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President's piece

Andy Fechner
enthusiasts who want to indulge, and
the morning start time will now be a little
later to allow for the shorter days which
are making their presence felt.
Well, here we are with the first term
We will soon have a new piece of digital
of 2016 ended, and the last few
media available for our members and
weeks have certainly been busy. Our
others to keep in touch, with a
annual general meeting for 2016
Facebook page being set up.
concluded in quick time, with all of
Rosemary Ryan, who was our secretary
last year's committee members
in 2015 has taken on the responsibility
signing on for another year, with
for driving this project.
some shuffling of positions and
responsibilities. The number of
I welcome you all to our new term,
attendees was a little disappointing
(although many of our activities
this year though those who came
continue without a break during the
along enjoyed a leisurely morning
school holidays), and please come
tea, with an opportunity to chat with
along to our monthly social lunch
other members and the newly elected
outings, held on the second Friday of
committee.
each month. Contact Di Johnson on
0468 849 448 or e-mail to
In the hotly contested local Council
candyroxy1946@gmail.com for details
elections, there have been some
and bookings.
changes, with one of our honorary
members Jennifer Sanders losing her
Until next edition,
seat on the Council. At time of
Andy Fechner
writing, the mayoral race is still in the
balance, but change is imminent.
Mothers day raffle
Easter celebrations are over, and I
sincerely hope that all our members
U3A Beaudesert are running a
had a safe and enjoyable break. We
raffle during April to raise further
have reviewed our course schedules,
funds towards the portable
and with the seasonal closure of the
Beaudesert pool, our aqua aerobics
defibrillator. Details coming
sessions close down for the cooler
soon.
months (given that they get here
eventually). Our Nordic walking group
Change of details
is available to those exercise
Has any of your contact information
changed - email, address, postal
Welcome to Beaudesert U3A address, phone numbers ...? If so
please let us know your new details to
ensure you receive notices about U3A
We are delighted to
events, new or changed courses etc,
welcome Fay Blore
and of course the newsletter.
and Frank Wilmink
Contact to Beaudesert U3A
 Email u3abeaudesert@gmail.com
and we are sure you
 Phone/text 0408 801 780
will make many new
friends at the activities you have
or let your tutor/facilitator know so your
chosen for yourself.
records can be updated.
The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the named individual contributor
alone and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor, U3A committee, U3A, or its members.

Current courses - term two 2016
11 April-24 June

All course participants must be paid up members of
Beaudesert U3A ($25) per annum (couples $40). Most
sessions have a minimum fee of $2 towards venue expenses
(tea/coffee aircon etc.) If necessary extra course costs for
other requirements will be set by tutors.

Acoustic guitar

Tuesdays Centacare rooms 2 pm-3 pm.
Contact Laurel 5541 2072 email andyfechner@bigpond.com

Genealogy club

Afternoon tea - your place or mine?

Meets first Wednesday of each month 1 pm-3 pm alternately
at course members' homes.
Contact Tina 0418 780 861 or Laurel 5541 2072

No set days - Tricia is willing to help out anyone who is
interested one on one. Participants generally meet monthly
by arrangement to discuss progress.
Contact Tricia 5544 1462 or email shikeo@bigpond.com

Aqua aerobics

General discussion group

In recess now until the pool reopens in term four.

Meets Tuesdays 9.30 am-11.30 am Beaucare Community
Room 44 Tina Street Beaudesert. General discussions on
any subject the group wishes. Group participation is the key
here.
Contact Andy 5541 2072

History of American Art

Meets Thursday mornings 10 am-12 noon Centacare rooms.
The course should appeal to lovers of art and/or history.
Contact Jean 5541 3706

Jigsaw library

Select a jigsaw to use from the library. For selection and
collection contact Sandra 5541 0978.

Mahjong - Jimboomba

"Lifting weights" in the pool, aqua aerobics

Meets every Tuesday afternoon 11 am-2 pm Dorrington
House Jimboomba.
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689.

Art appreciation

Third Wednesday each month nominal time 10 am-12 noon
at Centacare bistro room if not on an outing - usually
involving art gallery visits with Tricia. A chance to look at and
discuss works of art on display in the Scenic Rim and
masterpieces from around the world.
Contact Tricia 5544 1462

Mahjong - Beaudesert

Meets Thursday afternoons 1 pm-3.30 pm Centacare rooms.
Beginners welcome.
Contact Denise 5541 2801

Mosaics

Art group “The Limners”

Meet Mondays 1.30 pm-4 pm at 533 Cryna Road
Beaudesert. A hands-on course in this fascinating art form
which will encourage your imagination to create delightful
objects.
Contact Beryl 5541 2120

Wednesdays 9 am-12 noon at the Centacare rooms.
Contact Denice 5546 9879

Book club

Meets first Monday of each month 2 pm-4 pm at 151 Cedar
Grove Road Cedar Grove. Cheese nibbles tea coffee
provided. BYO drinks.
Contact Lynn 5543 1430 or mobile 041 707 8712

Nordic walking

Meet Wednesday and Friday mornings 7.00-8.00
am at the soccer field by Beaudesert tennis
courts. You will need a comfortable pair of sports
walking shoes, a pair of poles and a bottle of water.
Contact Lawrie 0423 322 975

Bridge

Meets every Wednesday morning 9.30 am-11.30 am
Kurrajong Park Jimboomba.
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689

New
time

Social lunches/outings

U3A members' and guests' social lunches/outings will be
held on the second Friday of the month. Next outing 8 April see page 4 for details.

Card playing - Beaudesert

Every Monday 1 pm-4 pm at Centacare rooms Enjoy euchre
canasta samba 500 and bolivia (focus on bolivia.)
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367

Social tennis

Wednesdays 8 am-12 noon venue Beaudesert tennis courts
Boonah Road.
Contact Tex 5541 4772

Card playing - Jimboomba

Meets every Thursday afternoon 12 noon-3 pm at Dorrington
House Jimboomba.
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367

Table tennis

Thursdays 9 am-12 noon held at the Uniting Church hall.
Contact Des or Pamela 5541 2662 or 0448 133 146

Computer group

Mondays 10 am-12 noon at Centacare bistro room. Hands
on computer application. Most members bring their laptop
along and are assisted by tutors or computer group
members with individual tasks or problems.
Contact George 5541 0706

Conversational French

Mondays 1 pm-3 pm at Centacare rooms. Introduction to
conversational French.
Contact Jane 5541 2321

Course coordinator - Laurel Fechner
P 5541 2072 | M 0417 644 506
E andyfechner@bigpond.com
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Bernie Brown, Jane Blunck and Sue Overell getting ready for their
French lesson

Aqua aerobics

There is a chill in the air these March mornings. Autumn is
here and winter is coming, “thank goodness for that” is a
common sentiment expressed by many who have sweltered
through last summer. However, it heralds the dormant period
for the Beaudesert pool and aqua aerobics.
I have had great fun in this my first season as tutor of the
aqua aerobics class. It is always great to be part of an
enthusiastic and energetic group. Thank you for your
participation and for spreading the word. Our class numbers
have grown as a consequence.
Thursday March 31 will be our last class until spring. Mick,
our ever supportive pool manager, has threatened to join in
our last class for the season. It should be worth braving the
cooler conditions just for that.
See you in the pool in term four.

(L-R) Front - Viki, Jude. Second row - Bronwyn, Durani. Third row
- Jane, Sandra, Terri, Kay. Back - Lawrie

Enjoying the last few sessions of aqua aerobics for this summer

Jimboomba mahjong
Elizabeth Tate

The U3A Jimboomba mahjong group started under the
auspices of the Jimboomba Community Care Association
Incorporated at Caddies Community Care Centre in 2006 and
in July that year Mahjong was the first class held. Initially, we
met at Tierney Lodge in Jimboomba Park (which was
managed by JCCA) but later we moved to Kurrajong Park
Football Club, where we remained until Beaudesert U3A
moved the class to Dorrington House last year.
We usually play a western version of the game of mahjong, as
(L-R) Sandra Anderson, Gloria Bremer and Lynn Lewis take a
set out in the book The Game of Mahjong Illustrated by
break from their game of mahjong at Jimboomba
Australian authors Patricia A Thompson and Betty Maloney.
This book is ideal for beginners, as it sets out how to play the game in detail. It also contains 49 “special hands” which most
of our members like to play. Two other books by the same authors contain further “special hands”, these are Improve Your
Mahjong and The Mahjong Player’s Companion, the latter contains 85 “special hands”.
Most people have played cards and know that there are four suits, spades, hearts, diamonds and clubs. The game of
mahjong consists of three suits (characters, circles and bamboos) and dragons and winds. Unlike some card games where
players form partnerships, mahjong is always played by each person individually. The basic game consists of accumulating
groups of tiles as each turn is played, ending up with 14 tiles of “pungs” (three of the same tile) “kongs” (four of the same
tile) “chows” (a sequence of tiles in the same suit, eg three, four and five characters) and a pair of the same tile.
We sometimes play a few hands of the Chinese version of the game, which has only a few “special hands” but allows mixed
suits and any number of chows, and can be much quicker. This is a gambling game, but we don’t gamble – we just play for
pleasure.
Some of the original members from July 2006 are still playing, namely Sandra Anderson, Gloria Bremer (although she had a
break for a few years), Pat Caverly and myself. A number of people have come for a while and then moved on – the oldest,
Vera Watson, was in her mid-nineties when she played and has just turned 105.

Social lunch/outing

The March social lunch/outing was held at the Albert River
Winery where we were treated to a tour of the old buildings
and listened to the story of their interesting history, petted
and fed the animals, followed by an enthusiastic display by

her kelpie River rounding up and penning seven
merinos. Then it was time to enjoy a simple yet
tasty lunch with the odd glass of wine. Everyone who
attended agreed it was very pleasant day.

Lunch at Albert River Winery (L-R) Judith Logan, Libby Bremner, River with trainer Yvonne, and merinos
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Conversational French
Jane Blunck

Bonjour! Bienvenue!
Each Monday a small but enthusiastic group
of Francophiles, Sue, Carolyn, Bernie and Jane,
meet to speak French. We all contribute to the
sessions in our own ways as we all have different
strengths. Each week we concentrate on a different topic
to practise our French and to improve our vocabulary.
Recently we have been speaking about our families and
shopping. Using the correct verb tense, this creates quite
a challenge. Recently, Sue has brought along simple
French plays for us to practise our accents. These play
readings are popular. We also look at French culture,
such as the way Christmas is celebrated.
Carolyn brought to one of our sessions un jeune homme
charmant from Belgium who must have been entertained
by our attempts at French, but he was very patient and
helped us along the road to fluency. We’ve also had two
sessions at the library with Llinos Hanson who is a fluent
French speaker.
These days have been fun, helped along with French
cheeses, quiche and French lemonade. We hope to
continue our lessons with Llinos and perhaps have a glass
of wine!.

Savvy Wise and Well day

Carolyn busily completing a French/English word puzzle

A Word or Two
Yvonne Berry

Pat Millard, Yvonne Berry, Pat Caverly and Di Johnson,
pictured above, (along with a good number of other U3A
Beaudesert members) attended the Savvy Wise and Well
day held at the Beaudesert RSL recently, and also enjoyed
a lovely morning tea.
Speakers from various organisations spoke about diabetes,
arthritis and how to manage it, hearing loss, fire safety,
eating healthily, and other topics; it was a shame that more
people did not attend as there is always something to learn
from these events.

Social lunch/outing for April-June
Di Johnson

The theme of our upcoming lunches is international.
 April 8 - will be at the Happy Valley Chinese Restaurant
in Beaudesert. Prices start at $9.80 per head and
drinks are also well priced. RSVP Di Johnson, by 4
April, email candyroxy1946@gmail.com, phone/text
0468 849 448, to confirm your attendance.
 May 13 - lunch is to be at The Aussie Thai restaurant
which is situated in the old Crazy Clarks building near
the Queensland Transport Centre. Good looking menu
from $15 head; BYO.
 June 10 - thinking Indian, but would like feedback from
our members before making a booking.
Di would appreciate feedback from members after
attending any of the lunches.
U3A members and their partners/friends are invited to
attend all or any of these outings.
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about this and that

With Easter being at the end of March this year, it meant
Beaudesert U3A had to hold their AGM a week earlier than
usual. While it was disappointing that more members did not
attend, 25 members did turn up to show their support and
interest and to elect the officers and committee for the next
12 months. Morning tea was served after the meeting was
completed and it gave everyone a chance to meet other U3A
colleagues and to chat about their activities.
Local body elections are also now over and done with, and
while some council officers and councillors will be licking their
wounds, others will be preparing themselves for the task
ahead of guiding and growing Beaudesert into an even
greater town. New brooms, fresh eyes - we have high
expectations of our new Council.
The incoming Council have inherited a few projects set in
motion by the outgoing Council, the latest one being the bypass through the township. It is to be hoped that a practical
solution will be found that suits local businesses, the truckies
and, of course, the Beaudesert community.
I do not envy those who are responsible for making such big
decisions, and like everyone else, I trust the duly elected
councillors will make the most creative choices on our behalf.

For every cloud, someone will find the silver lining

(In)famous people in history
contributed by Barry Owen

Victor Lustig 1890-1947

He sold the Eiffel Tower for scrap
The Eiffel Tower was built in 1889, and
is 324 meters high, constructed of
18,038 pieces of puddled iron, riveted
together. It weighed approximately
10,000 tonnes. After World War I, Paris
lacked the funds to maintain the Tower,
and it began to look shabby and run
down.

In 1925 Victor Lustig performed the
ultimate confidence trick. He posed as a
French official and invited leading scrap
merchants to put in sealed bids to
purchase the Tower for demolition for
scrap, after conducting inspections of
the Tower. The successful bidder, (and
most gullible), was an Andre Poisson,
who paid 250,000 francs. When Andre
realized he had been duped, he was too
embarrassed to report the crime to the
authorities. A month later Lustig tried
again to sell the Tower, only this time his
"victim", realising it was a con, reported
him to police.

Lustig fled to America, and it was there
that his luck ran out in 1935, where he
was arrested for counterfeiting, was
convicted and sentenced to serve 20
years in Alcatraz .
He died of pneumonia in 1947.

Facebook for the senior generation

Lola Montez 1821-1861

contributed by Cheryl Folley

From Countess to ruin

In 1844, at the age of 23, Irish-born Lola made her debut as a
“Spanish Dancer” in Paris, and became the mistress of King
Ludwig I of Bavaria.
The King made her Countess of
Landsfeld in 1847, and Lola
became the power behind the
throne, and interfered in the
running of the country. Her
arrogant manner and fiery temper
turned the population against her, and led
to the abdication of Ludwig I.
After various liaisons, Lola came to Australia in
1855, and performed on the stage in Ballarat a
very shocking “Spider Dance” without underwear. The then
editor of the Ballarat Times wrote a story condemning her,
and in a fit of rage, Lola attacked him with a whip.
She died in New York in 1861 of syphilis.

For those of my generation who do not and
cannot comprehend why Facebook exists: I am
trying to make friends outside of Facebook
while applying the same principles.
Therefore, every day I walk down the street and tell
passersby what I have eaten, how I feel at the moment,
what I have done the night before, what I will do later, and
with whom.
I give them pictures of my family, my dog, and of me
gardening, taking things apart in the garage, watering the
lawn, standing in front of landmarks, driving around town,
having lunch, and doing what anybody and everybody does
every day. I also listen to their conversations, give them the
"thumbs up" and tell them I like them.
And it works just like Facebook. I already have four people
following me: two police officers, a private investigator, and
a psychiatrist.

When tempted to fight fire with fire, remember that the Fire
Department usually uses water.
Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than
standing in a garage makes you a car mechanic.
I always take life with a grain of salt. Plus a slice of lemon,
and a shot of tequila.
If a turtle doesn't have a shell, is he homeless or naked?

Just for a laugh

contributed by George Evans

An elderly gentleman had
serious hearing problems for a
number of years. He finally
went to the doctor who was
able to have him fitted for a set
of hearing aids that allowed the
gentleman to hear one hundred percent.
The elderly gentleman went back in a
month to the doctor and the doctor said,
“Your hearing is perfect. Your family
must be really pleased that you can hear
again.'” The gentleman replied, “Oh, I
haven't told my family yet. I just sit
around and listen to the conversations.
I've changed my will three times!”
An elderly couple had dinner at another
couple's house, and after eating, the
wives left the table and went into the
kitchen. The two gentlemen were
talking, and one said, “Last night we

went out to a new restaurant and it was
really great. . . I would recommend it
very highly.”
The other man said, ”What is the name
of the restaurant?”
The first man thought and thought and
finally said, “What is the name of that
flower you give to someone you love?
You know ... the one that's red and has
thorns.” “Do you mean a rose?”
“Yes, that's the one,” replied the man.
He then turned towards the kitchen and
yelled, “Rose, what's the name of that
restaurant we went to last night?”
Hospital regulations require a
wheelchair for patients being
discharged. However, while working as
a student nurse, I found one elderly
gentleman already dressed and sitting
on the bed with a suitcase at his feet,
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who insisted he didn’t need my help to
leave the hospital. After a chat about
rules being rules, he reluctantly let me
wheel him to the elevator. On the way
down I asked him if his wife was
meeting him. 'I don't know,' he said.
'She's still upstairs in the bathroom
changing out of her hospital gown.'
Morris, an 82 year old man, went to the
doctor to get a physical. A few days
later, the doctor saw Morris walking
down the street with a gorgeous young
woman on his arm. A couple of days
later, the doctor spoke to Morris and
said, “You're really doing great, aren't
you?” Morris replied, “Just doing what
you said, Doc. Get a hot mamma and
be cheerful.'' The doctor said, “I didn't
say that. I said, you've got a heart
murmur; be careful.”

Fundraiser for St Mary's church
Local Beaudesert boy international pop star Rick Price from the 80s and 90s is
performing at St Mary's Hall, Beaudesert on Saturday 23 April at 7pm. Tickets are $50
and are available on trybooking.com/180789.
Rick is the consummate entertainer and has produced many hits that some of you may
remember: Heaven Knows, Not a Day Goes By, Walk Away Renee, Tamborine
Dreaming, not to mention his latest album release Tennessee Sky featuring Tennessee
Sky and Can I Get a Witness.
Rick’s diverse genre and ability to mix it up, from pop rock, contemporary R&B, country
rock and gospel are part of his appeal. Rick has performed with renowned artists such
as Margaret Urlich, Tina Arena, Tommy Emannuel, Jack Jones, Yothu Yindi and the
Robertson Brothers.
Local emerging artist Susie Reiser will be a supporting act.

For all you walkers out there, get a group of friends together and enter the Walk to 'De-Feet" for the Motor Neurone

Disease organisation. Beaudesert U3A Nordic walkers have registered to do the walk. The walk is approximately 4 kms
around the Botanical Gardens and is wheelchair, stroller and dog (on leads) friendly. There is a sausage sizzle at the end of
the event. Cost for adults $30 (includes t-shirt), children $12 (includes t-shirt). Children under the age of 4 must be
accompanied by an adult. Registration on the day is $40.
For a registration form enter online at https://www.mycause.com.au/events/walktodfeetqld or contact MND Queensland,
phone 3372 9004, freecall 1800 777 175 or email admin@mndaq.orga.au.

Thank you to all of our sponsors
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