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Friends of the committee 

President's piece 
 Andy Fechner 

If you would like to join with the 
following people who have nominated 
that they will help where they can at 
occasional events outings and 
functions, your involvement will be 
most welcome.  

June Carey  Patricia Castles 
Carol Castles  Trish Alexander 
Denice Knight  Rita Evans  
Margaret White Lise Leatherbarrow 

To register as a friend of the 
committee, please contact:  

 Andy Fechner president OR  

 Laurel Fechner course coordinator  

P  5541 2072 

E  andyfechner@bigpond.com  

Member of U3A Network Queensland 

 

It was with much sadness we learnt of the passing of Desley 
Caswell.  Jim and Desley were regular attendees of the social 

lunches and Jim is an active member of the tennis and table tennis 
groups. 

To Jim and his family - know that members of U3A Beaudesert are thinking of 
you, and our hearts go out to you at this very sad time. 

In memoriam - Desley Caswell 

The days are getting noticeably longer 
aren’t they? 

Although we can no doubt expect a few 
more cold days and nights, and perhaps 
those August westerly winds, 
temperatures have been very mild this 
winter. In addition, we have had some 
reasonable rain which has helped our 
local rural community. 

Our outdoor activity groups have 
revelled in the conditions, and our 
Nordic walking devotees have grown in 
number and are enjoying some new 
upmarket equipment …. details further 
in this newsletter. 

While our membership is increasing in 
numbers, it is essential that we continue 
to advertise our presence in the 
community.  I have lost count of the 
number of times I have spoken to 
people about “U3A”, and of course all I 
generally get is a puzzled “what is 
that”?  We are a member of the State 

body U3A Network Queensland, and we 
will now share in a State Government 
funded awareness and marketing 
programme based on  “Connecting 
Seniors to Lifelong Learning”.  We will 
be distributing small brochures 
throughout the region over the next 
month in an effort to raise our profile.  
Your help in spreading the word about 
U3A is always appreciated. 

Had a look at our website lately? 

Go to www.beaudesertu3a.com and 
check it out.  We have just had our 
15,000

th
 visitor to the site.  Our 

webmaster, George Evans, does a 
great job, and there is a section where 
you can provide an article about what 
being a member of Beaudesert U3A 
means to you.  Get inspired and send 
an item to George at: 
dreeemboat@iinet.net.au. 

Until next edition.   
Andy 

Calling all green thumbs 

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the named individual contributor 
alone and do not necessarily reflect the views of  the editor, U3A committee, U3A, or its members. 

One of our members has suggested 
that a gardening group could be a good 
addition to our course offerings….what 
a great idea! 

If you have an interest in gardening, 
(whether for fruit, vegetables, herbs or 
flowers), and want to get together with 
like-minded people, here is your chance 
to share ideas. 

We plan to start this group in the last 
term of this year, ready for spring and  

summer. 

Register your 
interest with our 
course 
coordinator, Laurel 
Fechner, on 5541 
2072 or 0417 644506;  
email - andyfechner@bigpond.com. 

Date, venue and format of the first 
meeting will be advised, pending the 
level of interest. 



 

Current courses - term three 2016  
11 July-16 September 

All course participants must be paid up members of 
Beaudesert U3A ($25) per annum (couples $40).  Most 
sessions have a minimum fee of $2 towards venue expenses 
(tea/coffee aircon etc.)  If necessary extra course costs for 
other requirements will be set by tutors. 

Acoustic guitar 
Tuesdays Centacare rooms 1.30 pm-
3.30 pm. 
Contact Laurel 5541 2072 email 
andyfechner@bigpond.com 

Afternoon tea - your place or 
mine? 
Meets first Wednesday of each month 1 
pm-3 pm alternately at course members' 
homes. 
Contact Tina 0418 780 861 or Laurel 
5541 2072 

Aqua aerobics 
In recess now until the pool reopens in 
term four. 

Art appreciation 
Third Wednesday each month nominal 
time 10 am-12 noon at Centacare bistro 
room if not on an outing - usually 
involving art gallery visits with Tricia.  A 
chance to look at and discuss works of 
art on display in the Scenic Rim and 
masterpieces from around the world. 
Contact Tricia 5544 1462 

Art group “The Limners” 
Wednesdays 9 am-12 noon at the 
Centacare rooms. 
Contact Denice 5546 9879  

Book club 
Meets first Monday of each month 2 pm-
4 pm at 151 Cedar Grove Road Cedar 
Grove.  Cheese, nibbles, tea, coffee 
provided.  BYO drinks. 
Contact Lynn 5543 1430 or mobile 041 
707 8712  

Bridge 
Meets every Wednesday 
morning 9.30 am-11.30 
am Kurrajong Park 
Jimboomba. 
Contact Elizabeth 5546 
9689 

Card playing - 
Beaudesert 
Every Monday 1 pm-4 
pm at Centacare rooms 
Enjoy euchre, canasta, 
samba, 500, and bolivia 
(focus on bolivia.) 
Contact Pat 5541 2492 
or 0413 121 367 

Card playing - Jimboomba 
Meets every Thursday afternoon 12 
noon-3 pm at Dorrington House 
Jimboomba. 
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 

Computer group 
Mondays 10 am-12 noon at Centacare 
bistro room.  Hands on computer 
application.  Most members bring their 
laptop along and are assisted by tutors 
or computer group members with 
individual tasks or problems.   
Contact George 5541 0706  

Conversational French 
Mondays 1 pm-3 pm at Centacare 
rooms.  Beginners' course commencing 
term three. 
Contact Bernie 5544 2042 

Genealogy club 
No set days - Tricia is willing to help out 
anyone who is interested one on one.   
Participants generally meet monthly by 
arrangement to discuss progress. 
Contact Tricia 5544 1462 or email 
shikeo@bigpond.com 

General discussion group 
Meets Tuesdays 9.30 am-11.30 am 
Beaucare Community Room 44 Tina 
Street Beaudesert.  General 
discussions on any subject the group 
wishes. Group participation is the key 
here.   
Contact Andy 5541 2072 

History of Art  
Meets Thursday mornings 10 am-12 
noon Centacare rooms.  New course 
term three  "Museum Masterpieces:  

National Gallery 
London". 
Contact Jean 
5541 3706 

Jigsaw library 
Select a jigsaw to 
use from the library.  
For selection and 
collection contact 
Sandra 5541 0978. 

Mahjong - 
Jimboomba 
Meets every 
Tuesday afternoon 

11 am-2 pm Dorrington House 
Jimboomba.   
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689. 

Mahjong - Beaudesert 
Thursday afternoons 1 pm-3.30 pm 
Centacare rooms.  Beginners welcome. 
Contact Denise 5541 2801 

Mosaics 

Meet Mondays 1.30 pm-3.30pm at 533 
Cryna Road Beaudesert.  A hands-on 
course in this fascinating art form which 
will encourage your imagination to 
create delightful objects. 
Facilitator Beryl/contact Tina 0418 780 
861 

Nordic walking 
Meet Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings 7.00-8.00 am at the soccer 
field by Beaudesert tennis courts.  You 
will need a comfortable pair of sports 
walking shoes, a pair of poles and a 
bottle of water.  
Contact Lawrie 0423 322 975 

Social lunches/outings 
U3A members' and guests' social 
lunches/outings will be held on the 
second Friday of the month.  Next outing 
12 August - see page 4 for details. 

Social tennis 
Wednesdays 8 am-12 noon venue 
Beaudesert tennis courts Boonah Road. 
Contact Tex 5541 4772  

Table tennis 
Thursdays 9 am-12 noon held at the 
Uniting Church hall. 
Contact Des or Pamela 5541 2662 or 
0448 133 146  

Course coordinator - Laurel Fechner  |  P   5541 2072   |   M   0417 644 506  |  E  andyfechner@bigpond.com 
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Thank you to all of our sponsors 

   
Heit's Quality  Meats 
B E A U D E S E R T  B U T C H E R Y  

John and Lise Leatherbarrow enjoying the mid-winter 
lunch at St Bernards Hotel 

Mosaics in action 



Mosaics 
 Tina Jones 

Creativity is a wonderful gift.    We all have it in us;  there 
are those of us who like to express our ability by 
embellishing or starting from scratch.   

Mosaics is an extremely satisfying 
craft.  No particular skills are 
required, you learn as you go and 
there is always someone on hand to 
help. We all have to start 
somewhere - maybe a small piece 
(coasters) - or challenge yourself 
with a wall hanging.  

You too could be like one of our 
members inspired enough to enter 
her work into the local Beaudesert show, coming out a first prize winner two 
years running.  

There are many different materials that can be used in creating your works of 
art, ceramic tiles being the most common.  Other materials include glass, 

shells, beads etc.  Our group has created some wonderful and interesting pieces, as you will see by 
the pictures. 

It’s fun - have a laugh and chat while you create, then enjoy a cuppa. Give it a go!!   We meet on 
Mondays, 1.30pm ‘til 3.30pm. 

Beryl Lower is the mosaic group facilitator and for further information contact Tina 0418 780 861. 

Something is afoot in the 
Nordic walking group.   

Yvonne and Lawrie did a 
refresher course on Nordic 

walking recently and came back to the group full of 
knowledge about the latest techniques in teaching 
Nordic walking.   

Most of the group members have now purchased true 
Nordic walking poles which they have been using for the 
last two weeks, and together with the new style of 
Nordic walking they have mastered, are experiencing 
increased benefits of the sport. 

Come and join us.  For information phone Lawrie 042 
332 2975. 

Nordic walking 
 Yvonne Berry 

Mid year Christmas lunch 
Our mid year Christmas lunch was a huge success.  We had 
43 attendees, including Val and Peter Chapman from Ningi 
on the Sunshine Coast, and Margaret Kendrick from the Gold 
Coast.  Hennie was unwell and thus not able to attend. 

The traditional St Bernard dog (Molly) comes from a long line 
of dogs which enhance the attraction of the place.  A good 

time was had by all, and the beautiful views across the valley 
were just magnificent.   

Most attendees entered into the Christmas spirit with some 
form of Christmas attire, and eight of our members, who are 
also A-Choired Taste singers, gave us a rendition of "We 
wish you a Merry Christmas"... 
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Thank you to all of our sponsors 

Social lunch - Friday 12 August 
The August social lunch will be held at  
Jimboomba House Restaurant, 105 
Johanna Street, Jimboomba, which is in 
the grounds of Hills International College 
and golf club, on Friday 12 August, from 
12 noon. 

U3A members and their partners/friends are 
invited to attend all or any of these outings. 

RSVP to Di Johnson, by 5 August to 
reserve your seat(s) - phone/text 0468 849 

448, email candyroxy1946@gmail.com. Afternoon tea group - 
your place or mine?   

The afternoon tea group get- 
together was held at Trish 
Alexander’s place out in the 
lovely countryside.  Despite 
the cold and windy day, we 
were well catered for by a 
perfect choice of menu for the 
conditions. 

We all sat around a table in 
her cosy dining room, looking 
out onto acres and acres of 
green pasture occupied by fat 
cattle. Trish then served up a 
yummy pumpkin soup, 
(home-grown pumpkins of 
course), accompanied by a 
selection of homemade 
breads, including olive bread 
and sundried tomato bread. 

For dessert, Trish had 
prepared a mango parfait, 
(home-grown mangoes) 
followed by tea, coffee, 
and chocolates.   

The afternoon was full of 
chatter and hilarity and no 
one was keen to go 
home….another 
successful gathering..!! 

Next month, (first 
Wednesday in August - 
the 3

rd
) we will meet at 

Ron Smallwood’s home. 

Contact Laurel on 0417 
644 506 or 5541 2072 for 
details.    

Beaudesert U3A is 
pleased to welcome 

new members Donna 
Fowler and Mary Buckley.   

We hope you are enjoying participating 
in the activities you have chosen for 
yourselves and we are sure you will 
make many new friends. 

Welcome new members 

Beaudesert U3A is proud to announce 
that they have taken delivery of a 
Defibtech Lifeline AED semi auto 
portable defibrillator. 

Fund raising efforts over the past 12 
months have been well supported by 
members, families and friends, but we 
needed more to be able to purchase this 
valuable and vital piece of life saving 
equipment.  Late in 2015, the Federal 
Government invested in a “Volunteer’s 
Grant Program” aimed at helping 

community 
volunteers 
realise some of 
their goals.   

Our application 
for $2,000 in this grant program was 
successful, and our heartfelt thanks 
must go to Scott Buchholz and the LNP 
Federal Government for making the 
purchase of this potentially lifesaving 
device possible.  

The defibrillator will be housed at 
Centacare in Beaudesert, where many 
of the U3A courses take place, but due 
to the nature of the device, our tutors of 

some of our more physically active 
groups will be able to pick it up and have 
it at various locations. 

Interestingly enough, this is one piece of 
equipment which we hope we never 
have to use, but all our tutors will be 
trained to do so should the need ever 
arise. 

 

Portable defibrillator 
 Andy Fechner 



International connection 

Braggers'corner 

Two of our members, George and Rita Evans, had 
reason to be proud grandparents during June.  
Their grandson, Josh Evans, aged 24 years, from 
Beaudesert, married a beautiful young Japanese 
girl, Shinobu Kiribayashi.  The wedding took 
place in Shinobu’s home town of Hamamatsu-
shi in Japan.  Family photos were taken in both 
formal and traditional attire.  

A family celebration was held in Japan and 
another celebration will be held in Australia on 
Shinobu’s return. Both Josh and Shinobu have 
been commuting between Australia and Japan 
whilst working and going out in Australia.  The 
couple intend working in Australia for the next 
couple of years and then moving to Japan 
permanently.    

Looks like Nana and Grandad will be doing some extra 
travelling in the near future!  

Two free events are on at The Centre, 
Beaudesert or the Boonah Cultural 
Centre in August.  

 5 August at 10.00 am at The Centre 
and then on 6 August at 2 pm at Boonah 
Cultural Centre, there will be a delayed 
simulcast of Roberto Alagna in concert.  
Guest artist Siobhan Staff will also 
perform.  It is a free to attend event, 
morning or afternoon tea costs $10/pp.  
Entry by ticket only and bookings can 
be made on line or at The Centre 
booking office, or by phone 5540 5050. 

 16 August, at The Centre, dance 
for seniors (with the Queensland Ballet).  
It is an all day event, commencing at 
10.00 am and finishing at 3.15 pm.  You 
can attend one session or for the whole 
day.  Although this is a free event , 
registration is essential.   

There are four sessions - 

 Dance for Parkinsons 

 Dazzle like the dancers 

 Ballet for seniors 

 Zumba gold 

No minimum 

dance experience necessary, all levels 
are catered for.  Wear clothes suitable 
for gentle physical activity. 

Light refreshments and lunch is 
provided.  Register at the box office or 
by phone, 5540 5050. 

 26 August, Musical Mornings 
presents "Forever Everly" at The Centre, 
commencing at 11.00 am (morning tea 
from 10.00 am). Tickets $16 or $12.50 
for groups of 10 or more.  Book on line 
or at The Centre booking office, or by 
phone 5540 5050. 

Entertainment at The Centre 

Swimming with the whale sharks 
 Ron Andrews 
We got here in one piece after many interesting 
encounters with humans and wildlife.  The wind has 
been kind to us all the way, in that it was following us 
helping to lower our petrol consumption.....pity help us 
on the return journey as the reverse will be true. 

 The weather here in Exmouth has been windy and wet 
for weeks, but on the day we booked our boat trip it was 
sunny and calm and visibility was incredibly good. So off 
in the boat with 22 other keen whale watchers.  We had 
a tune up snorkel inside the reef, then out to about 800 
metres off the reef for the important proceedings of the 
day.  Just to add to the excitement, a mother humpback 
whale and calf were travelling in the area together with a 
hammerhead shark and some manta rays.   

On cue, a 9-metre male whale shark arrived so we lined 
up, as we had been trained, and 10 of us jumped in 

together, swimming like crazy to meet him at the 
appointed spot.   Most of the swimmers were in their 
20's so it wasn't easy keeping up with them. 
 Nevertheless, I made it.  What a mind blowing 
experience seeing the world's largest fish right in front of 
me.  I was fortunate enough to see him from mouth to 
tail in great detail.  The most exhilarating feeling was the 
eye to eye contact we had;  him looking at me and me at 
him.  There seemed to be an understanding and 
tolerance the likes of which I hadn't met before.  

Absolutely sensational.  We did this four times over the 
period of about an hour and to say that I was tired would 
be an understatement.   
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For sale 

Sigma DG F5-6.3 APO 150x500 zoom lens with UV filter for 
Nikon cameras.  As new, rarely used, in original box with 
carry case  Dimensions 94 x 252 mm, weight 1.9 kg. 

New price in 2008 - lens $1,313, filter $130 - total $1,445 
eBay lowest current price - $600 lens only 

Asking price $650 

Contact Laurie 043 9721 347 after 7 pm 6 

... on the supermarket 
Whatever the day, whatever the time, the line moves faster 
except where I am! 

... on gardening 
Gardeners always wet the bed. 
Garden in the nude - it's cheaper than getting a scarecrow 
and just as effective. 

... on school reports 
"Your child shows signs of being a great wit - he's half way 
there already". 

... on ageing 
If I'd known I was going to live so long I would have taken 
better care of myself. 
Today is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday. 
Old age is like underwear - it creeps up on you. 

Random thoughts ... 
 contributed by Pat Caverly 

Famous people in history 
 contributed by Barry Owen 

Saint Agnes of Rome 291-304 AD Patron Saint of Chastity, Gardeners, 

Engaged Couples, Rape Survivors, Virgins and Children of Mary 

One of 12 Saints most revered by the Catholic faith, Agnes was a beautiful young girl of Roman nobility 
and raised in a Christian family.  (Image, left, from website www.marypges.com). 

The Prefect Sempronius, because of her purity, Christian faith and resistance to powerful suitors, 
condemned her to be dragged naked through the streets to a brothel.  When she arrived at the 
brothel, any man who tried to rape her was struck blind.   At the age of 13, Agnes was condemned 
to death by burning at the stake, but the flames would not burn her, so the officer in charge of her 
execution had her beheaded.   

St Agnes's emblem is a lamb and her  feast day is 21 January.   A folk legend was that on the eve 
of 21 January, a young girl could dream of her future husband if she went to bed without supper, 
be completely naked and lie with her hands under the pillow, and look towards the heavens.  

Cowboy Tex 
 contributed by Cheryl Folley 

Three cowboys were hanging out in the bunkhouse. 
"I know that smart-alec Tex," said the first.  "He's 
going to start bragging about that new foreign car he 
has bought as soon as he gets back." 

"Not Tex," the second cowboy replied.  "He's always 
just a good, cool fella.  When 
he walks in, I'm sure that all 
he will say will be hello." 

"I know Tex better than 
either of you," said the third.  
"He's so smart, he'll figure out a 
way to do both.  Here he 
comes now." 

Tex swung open the 
bunkhouse door and 
shouted: "Audi, partners!" 

Last words of (conman) Edward "Death Valley Scotty" Scott,  
1872-1954 
 contributed by Barry Owen 

"I got four things to live by - don't say nothing to hurt anybody; don't give advice - no one will take it anyway; 
don't complain; don't explain". 

Who said animals are dumb?  When it comes to keeping 
warm, these are some real "cool" cats 

 contributed by Pat Millard 

Hospitality is making your guests feel at home even when 
you wish they were.  

To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call whatever 
you hit the target.  

Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.  

  

A diplomat is someone who tells you to go to hell in such a 
way that you look forward to the trip.  
I used to be indecisive. Now I'm not so sure.  
Nostalgia isn't what it used to be.  

contributed by George Evans 


