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Friends of the committee 

If you would like to join with the 
following people who have nominated 
that they will help where they can at 
occasional events outings and 
functions, your involvement will be 
most welcome.  

June Carey  Patricia Castles 
Carol Castles  Trish Alexander 
Denice Knight  Rita Evans  
Lise Leatherbarrow Catherine Kelly 
Rosemary Ryan 

To register as a friend of the 
committee, please contact:  

• Andy Fechner president OR  
• Donna Fowler course coordinator  

P  5541 2072  |  5543 3739 

E  andyfechner@bigpond.com 
 normdonna@dodo.com.au 

Member of U3A Network Queensland 

President 
Andy Fechner Ph 5541 2072 
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Ray Folley Ph 5544 2024 

Secretary/Newsletter 
Yvonne Berry Ph 5541 2604 

Treasurer 
Pat Millard Ph 5541 2492 

Assistant Treasurer 
Michele Goucher Ph 5541 3870 

Course coordinator  
Donna Fowler Ph 5543 3739 

Webmaster 
George Evans Ph 5541 0706 

Facebook 
Finella Loch Ph 5541 4491 

Social activities facilitator 
Di Johnson Ph 0468 849 448 

Membership Secretaries 
Sue Estbergs Ph 5541 4445 
Sue Manning Ph 3200 1619 
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President's piece 
 Andy Fechner 

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the named individual contributor 
alone and do not necessarily reflect the views of  the editor, U3A committee, U3A, or its members. 

Best wishes for a very happy birthday for these Beaudesert U3A 
members celebrating birthdays in August: 
 Jenine Austin-Green Yvonne Berry 
 Jane Blunck John Leatherbarrow 
 Lynn Lewis Vicki Mills 

Have you let us know the month of your birthday?  If not, 
send an email to us (address at top of page) so we can include 
you in our birthday wishes. 

Raffle winners 
On Friday 28 July Beaudesert U3A's raffle was drawn and congratulations go to 
the following lucky prizewinners: 
1st draw Heit's $100 meat voucher L Melling 
2nd draw Hand-crocheted single bed cover Margaret White 
3rd draw 6 bottles Wyndam Bin 555 Shiraz Pam Fox 
4th draw Handcrafted serving tray Barbara Miller 
5th draw Digital photo frame Norm J 
6th draw 6 patterned stoneware mugs L Melling 
7th draw 2 "Athletic" brand backpacks June Thompson 
8th draw 2 tablecloths G Fechner 
A BIG thank you to everyone who purchased tickets and to the sellers of tickets  

Is it the price of “progress”? 

I am sure that any of our members who 
spend time driving in and around 
Beaudesert would agree that the 
ongoing roadworks and traffic 
diversions are causing motorists’ 
patience to wear a bit thin. 
They just seem to be 
taking forever, and 
then another new 
activity pops up in 
another location.  I 
am sure that those who use 
Centacare in Petersen Street must have 
developed an aversion to those red/ 
green traffic lights that control the one 
way section.  They always seem to turn 
red just before I get to them!! 

I feel for those business operators who 
have had to contend with limited access 
to their premises….a big turn off to 
potential customers.  Let’s hope that the 
final outcome achieves the desired 
result. 

August is right on our doorstep and the 
westerly winds that traditionally arrive 
around now also mean that the 
Brisbane RNA Exhibition will not be far 
away.  Many of our local Scenic Rim 
growers and producers will be there 

vying for awards and the kudos that 
comes with them.  This of course leads 
up to our own Beaudesert Show early in 
September.  Now is the time to think 
about putting entries in to our show to 
help make it bigger and better each 

year.  

Don’t forget, there will be a local 
public holiday on Monday 14 August 
for the RNA Show holiday, while 
Wednesday 16 is the traditional 
“Peoples Day”.  

One of our very popular groups, the 
BUGS gardeners, are celebrating their 
first birthday this month.  I can’t believe 
how fast that year has gone, so happy 
birthday to you all, and well done Liz 
Avery. 

On another garden note, the citrus trees 
have been extremely fruitful this year, 
and I for one have been very busy 
producing plenty of different 
marmalades and jams.  The pantry is 
full, and my long suffering wife Laurel is 
saying  “No more, no more”….(got to 
make hay while the sun shines). 

I hope you have all been keeping well 
and warm…. 

Till next edition 
Andy 

O. W. L. S.  

O L D E R   W I S E R   L E A R N I N G   S E N I O R S  



Acoustic guitar 
Thursdays Centacare rooms 1.30 pm-3.30 pm.  Tutor Ken 
Jurd. 
Contact Laurel 5541 2072 email andyfechner@bigpond.com 

Aqua aerobics 
In recess until September 2017.  Contact Paulette 5543 1261  

Art appreciation 
Thursdays 10 am-12 noon Centacare rooms. Contact Mary 
5544 3146 or Jean 5541 3706 

Art group “The Limners” 
Wednesdays 9 am-12 noon at the Centacare rooms. 
Contact Denice 5546 9879  

Book club 
Meets first Monday of each month 2 pm-4 pm at 151 Cedar 
Grove Road Cedar Grove.  Cheese, nibbles, tea, coffee 
provided.  BYO drinks. 
Contact Lynn 5543 1430 or mobile 041 707 8712  

Card playing - Beaudesert 
Every Monday 1 pm-4 pm at Centacare rooms Enjoy euchre, 
canasta, samba, 500 or Bolivia. 
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 

Card playing - Jimboomba 
Meets every Thursday afternoon 12 noon-3 pm at Dorrington 
House Jimboomba. 
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 

Croquet club 
Play Tuesdays 8.30 am-12 noon at Everdell Park, Gleneagle. 
Contact George 5541 0706 or Trish 042 948 9989 

Computer group 
Mondays 10 am-12 noon at Centacare bistro room.  Members 
may bring their laptop along for assistance by tutors or 
computer group members with individual tasks or problems.   
Contact George 5541 0706  

Gardening group - BUGs 
Meet third Friday of each month 10.00 am-12 noon at 
Centacare.  Trips away between each meeting.   
Contact Liz 048 815 5506, email 
brizzie@bigpond.com 

General discussion group 
Meets Tuesdays 9.30 am-11.30 am Ken Moran 
Life Centre, 64 Tina Street Beaudesert (behind 
Beaudesert Hospital).  General discussions on 

any subject group members propose. 
Contact Andy 5541 2072 
Jigsaw library 
Select a jigsaw (or a wasgij) to use from the library.  For 
selection and collection contact Sandra 5541 0978. 

Mahjong - Jimboomba 
Meets every Tuesday 11 am-2 pm Dorrington House 
Jimboomba.   
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689 

Mahjong - Beaudesert 
Thursday afternoons 1 pm-3.30 pm Centacare rooms.  
Beginners welcome. 
Contact Denise 5541 2801 

Mosaics 

Meet Mondays 1.30 pm-3.30pm at 533 Cryna Road 
Beaudesert.  A hands-on course in a fascinating art form. 
Contact Beryl 5541 2120 

Nordic walking 
Meet by the pool/library Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings, walk 7.00 am-8.00 am . You will need a pair of 
poles, comfortable sports walking shoes, bottle of water. 
Contact Lawrie 0423 322 975 

Social conversational French 
Every Monday 1.00 pm-3.00 pm  Centacare rooms. 
Contact Jane 5541 2321 

Social lunch - August 
The August social lunch will be held Friday 11 August at 
Greenbank RSL.  See page 3 for details. 

RSVP to Di Johnson 
Phone/text  0468 849 448 
Email  candyroxy1946@gmail.com 

Social tennis 
Wednesdays 8 am-12 noon venue Beaudesert tennis courts 
Boonah Road. 
Contact Tex 5541 4772  

Table tennis 
Thursdays 9 am-12 noon held at the Uniting Church hall. 
Contact Des or Pamela 5541 2662 or 0448 133 146  

Current courses - term three 2017  
10 July-15 September 

All course participants must be paid up members of 
Beaudesert U3A.  Most sessions have a minimum fee of $2 
towards venue expenses (tea/coffee aircon etc.)  If 
necessary, extra course costs for other requirements will be 
set by tutors. 

 Thank you to all of our sponsors 
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Course coordinator - Donna Fowler 
P   5543 3739 |   E  normdonna@dodo.com.au 

Beaudesert U3A croquet group 

Note 
change of 

venue 

Barry and Linda enjoying the Christmas in July lunch at the 
Canungra Hotel 



Around 48 members and guests enjoyed a set 
menu of traditional Christmas fare, and some 
spirited conversation at the U3A Beaudesert 
Christmas in July lunch at the Canungra Hotel.  

U3A Limners group member Michael Goebel invited everyone to view an exhibition of some of the 
group's artworks at the Mundoolun Community Centre on the way home. 

The August social lunch will be held at Greenbank RSL, 54 Anzac Avenue, Hillcrest.  They 
have a $15 buffet lunch, (on presentation of your seniors card) as well as an extensive menu from 
which to chose. 

Social lunch - Christmas in July 
 Andy Fechner 

The U3A Beaudesert book clubs gets 
together once a month at Lynn Lewis's 
home.  Current members (pictured right) L-R  
Elizabeth Tate, Lynn Lewis, Pat Caverly, 
Barry Owen and Gloria Bremer, enjoy 
meeting over wine, cheese and crackers to 
discuss books they are reading - and any 
other subject that interests them!   

If books are a passion for you, why not join 
this happy group!  Contact Lynn 5543 1430. 

Book club 

Bugs 
 Liz Avery 

On a glorious Queensland winter's day, 
BUGs enjoyed a visit to Marilyn and Col 
Liebke’s fabulous garden.  After a nippy 
start to the day (1° while Nordic 
walking), about 35 members and some 
guests arrived to cake and conversation 
in the sun before a guided tour around a 
garden jammed with some many 

different plants, trees, vegetables 
and fruit trees.  I think we 
convinced Marilyn that she really 
should enter the Beaudesert Show 
Garden competition after she was 
getting cold feet about doing it.  
Cheryl Bizzell gave a masterclass 
in rose pruning and Cheryl Folley 
showed us an interesting bean 
that she grows (sorry Cheryl, I 
can’t remember the name).  Many 
thanks to the Liebkes for such a 
lovely day.   

Next month is significant in 
that it will be twelve months 
since BUGs was formed, 
under the umbrella and with 
the support of, U3A.  It was 

decided that we would celebrate 
with a visit to Donna Fowler’s 
garden at Cedar Vale (details later) 
at the later time of 11 am as we will 
each take a small plate to share for 
lunch.   

We have received a gift for our 
anniversary from Laurel Fechner in 

the form of a new banner to be 
used for any BUGs occasions  
Thank you so much Laurel.  BUGs 
really appreciated it. 

Till next time, happy gardening 
everyone. 

Liz, Marilyn and Colin with the new BUGs 
banner created by Laurel Fechner 

BUGs dates for your diaries 

 Friday 18 August - anniversary lunch at Donna Fowler's garden - please bring a small plate to share 

 Sunday 20 August - bus trip with Jimboomba Garden Club to Roma Street Parklands, then to Mt Coot-tha Botanical Gardens - 
contact Liz 048 815 5506 if interested in attending 
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Heit's Quality  Meats 
B E A U D E S E R T  B U T C H E R Y  

Thank you to all of our sponsors 

A Word or Two about this and that 
 Yvonne Berry 

 
Sometimes it's easy to sit 

down and write on a topic with gay 
abandon, other times it's like pulling 
teeth.  The words just won't come, let 
alone a topic that just might be of 
interest to someone.   

This is one of those times.   

I was advised to "write about what you 
know" and while that has been good 
advice in the past, there are occasions 
when I have no idea what I "know 

about".  I look around my life and don't 
see much excitement, or anything of 
interest to others.  I look at our first 
wicking garden and who wants to know 
how many tomatoes are on the vine or 
that the beans are finally starting to 
develop - and yes, the caterpillars have 
yet to find the blossoming caulis.   

Then there is our dog.  While she may 
be the joy of our lives (albeit a very 
noisy, less-than-sociable little darling) 
who wants to know that she has finally 

learnt how to "high five", can clear her 
jump with ease, will shake hands, is 
learning to march, can sit, stand, down, 
wait, stay on command?  All very 
mundane ordinary aspects of life.  Not 
like one clever mutt who can take her 
doggy pyjamas off, open the drawer, put 
them away, and at night, put herself to 
bed.   

Now that would be something to write 
about … 

Mosaics 
This group may look fragmented but in fact they are an 
extremely together group of very clever creators of things 
mosaic.  Seated around the workbench, from left (clockwise) 
are Noella Griffiths, Beryl Lower, Margie Cloonan, Darla 
Templeton, Shirley Foreman, Robin O'Donnell and Tina Jones, 
all busily smashing, and placing, and gluing broken pieces of 
old china on to bowls, plates, cups, mugs, pots, 
urns, shovels (among other things) to create 
colourful and very functional pieces of pottery. 

Interested in having a go? - contact Tina (0418 
780 861) if you would like to bring out your 
inner artist in such a creative way. 

The cooler 
months and 
darker mornings 
are here and 

even our intrepid Nordic walkers are 
finding it hard to get up in the cold and 
dark and go walking.  So much so, we 
have now changed our start time to 7 
am which gives everyone a chance to 
"sleep in".  Seasonal colds and flus 
have also taken a toll on some of our 
members and we are happy to have 
Barbara and Liz back walking with us 
after bouts of ill health.  We also look 
forward to having Marion back walking 
with us after her broken elbow put a 
(temporary) end to her Nordic walking.  
Sadly, Peter's knee has put him out of 
action for a while and we wish him a 

speedy return to walking soon. 

Having said that, the fitness level of the 
group members has improved markedly 
- the group walks further, faster, and 
hills are nothing to bother about!  Age is 
also not a barrier to Nordic walkers as 
recently some of our members achieved 
milestone birthdays (70s and 80s) which 
we celebrated at a group breakfast at 
one of the local cafes. 

We walk 7 am Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings (meet by the swimming 
pool Mondays and Fridays, by the Show 
grounds main gates Wednesdays).   

If you would like to give Nordic walking a 
go, contact Lawrie, 042 332 2975.  We 
do have spare poles for you to borrow to 
see if this is a sport you would like to do.  

Nordic walking 
 Yvonne Berry 

As indicated at our first group 
meeting for term three last 

Tuesday, I can now confirm that our U3A discussion 
group will have a temporary change of venue for the 
next eight weeks.  

 Our usual venue at Beaucare, 44 Tina Street will be 
hosting a Youth Employment programme and will need 
the fulltime use of both community rooms.  They have 
generously offered us the use of facilities at their other 
location at the Ken Moran Life Centre, 64 Tina Street, 
(behind the Beaudesert Hospital).  Times remain 
unchanged at a 9.30 am start for an 11.30 am finish 
each Tuesday. 

 The group used the new venue for the first time on 18 
July and enjoyed being able to meet outdoors on the 
covered-in verandah.  

If you would like to join this group, parking is available in 
the hospital car park or on the road out front, and you 
can walk around past the helicopter landing pad to the 
Centre. Just come in the main 
entrance of the Ken Moran 
Centre, and sign in as a visitor;  
you will be directed from there.  
There is a small car park in the 
grounds on the other side of 
the centre, but they would 
prefer us not to use it unless 
absolutely necessary. 

Discussion group 
 Andy Fechner 

Bruce points the way for the group 
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Heit's Quality  Meats 

 

 

Mid year Christmas lunch at Canungra Hotel 
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Tasty 

rissoles 

$9.99/kg 

Bacon 

hocks 

$5.99/kg 

Crumbed 

lamb 

chops 

$10.90/kg 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 

Premium 

mince 

2 kg for 

$22.00 

American 

pork ribs 

marinated or 

plain 

$15.99/kg 

Specials valid  

28/7/17-11/8/17 

QUALITY MEATS 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 



Perks of reaching 60 or being over 70 and  
   heading towards 80, 90 ...! 
 contributed by George Evans 

Kidnappers are not very interested in 
you. 

In a hostage situation you are 
likely to be released first. 

No one expects you to run - 
anywhere. 

People call at 8 pm and ask, "Did I 
wake you?" 

People no longer view you as a hypochondriac. 

There is nothing left to learn the hard way. 

Things you buy now won't wear out. 

You can live without sex but not your glasses. 

Your supply of brain cells is finally down to manageable 
size. 

You can't remember who sent you this list. 

And you notice these are all in big(ger) print for your 
convenience. 

An old geezer became very bored in retirement and decided to open a medical clinic.  He put a sign up outside that said: "Dr 
Geezer's clinic. Get your treatment for $500, if not cured, get back $1,000." 

Doctor "Young," who was positive that this old geezer didn't know beans about medicine, thought this would be a great 
opportunity to get $1,000. So he went to Dr Geezer's clinic.  

Dr Young: "Dr Geezer, I have lost all taste in my mouth. Can you please help me?"  
Dr Geezer: "Nurse, please bring medicine from box 22 and put three drops in Dr Young's mouth." 

Dr Young:  Aaagh !! -- "This is gasoline!"  
Dr Geezer: "Congratulations!   You've got your taste back. That will be $500.  

Dr Young gets annoyed and goes back after a couple of days figuring to recover his money.  
Dr Young: "I have lost my memory, I cannot remember anything."  

Dr Geezer: "Nurse, please bring medicine from box 22 and put three drops in the patient's mouth."  
Dr Young: "Oh, no you don't, that is gasoline!"  
Dr Geezer: "Congratulations! You've got your memory back . That will be $500."  

Dr Young (after having lost $1,000) leaves angrily and comes back after several more days.  
Dr Young: "My eyesight has become weak, I can hardly see anything!!!!" 

Dr Geezer: "Well, I don't have any medicine for that so here's your $1,000 back" (giving him a $10 bill). 
Dr Young: "But this is only $10!" 

Dr Geezer: "Congratulations! You got your vision back! That will be $500."  

Moral of story -- Just because you're "Young" doesn't mean that you can outsmart an "old Geezer". 

Young vs Smart 
 contributed by Tex White 

More humour from the cemetery 
 contributed by Pat Millard 

In a Thurmont, Maryland, cemetery 
 "Here lies an atheist, all dressed up....  
   and no place to go." 

  In a Ribbesford, England , cemetery 
 " Anna Wallace ...  
   The children of Israel wanted bread,  
   And the Lord sent them manna.  
   Clark Wallace wanted a wife,  
   And the Devil sent him Anna." 

 In a Ruidoso, New Mexico, cemetery 
 "Here lies Johnny Yeast 
   Pardon him for not rising." 

In a Silver City , Nevada , cemetery 
  "Here lays The Kid,  
   We planted him raw.  
   He was quick on the trigger,  
   But slow on the draw." 
  

Trish and Donna's excellent adventure 
 contributed by Trish Alexander 

Donna and I had a great weekend recently at historic Jimbour House north west of 
Dalby where we watched in glorious weather, a live outdoors performance of "The 
Merry Widow" by Opera Queensland.   

And what trip away would be complete without a bit of shopping?  There was a vast 
array of market stalls supplying great food and collectables and just made the day 
that much better. It was interesting strolling around the grounds of the homestead 
which was built in 1841, as the out buildings had interpretive displays depicting life 
on the station property.  

PS - Couldn't resist buying plants at a market as we were passing through 
Toowoomba on our way home.  
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