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Date Claimer:

Management Committee

Friday 12th December 1.30 till 3.00 pm
Members Day Christmas Afternoon Tea
Where: Centacare, Petersen Street.

Members
President................ ........Andy Fechner …....
Ph. 5541 2072
Vice President …...........Hennie van Dyk……...
Ph. 5541 0745
Secretary……………….Val Chapman.............
Ph. 5541 3660
(until 12.12.2014)
Treasurer…………...…..Tex White………….
Ph. 5541 4772
Tutor Co-Ord.…………..Laurel Fechner
Ph. 5541 2072
Publicity Officer ……
Ph. 5541 0745

….

Margaret Kendrick..

Member………………...Peter Chapman……...
Ph. 5541 3660
(until 12.12.2014)
Member.……….
Ph. 5544 2042

Bernie Brown………

Member………………. George Evans……………
Ph. 5541 0706

Christmas Theme. Make sure you wear something
that looks a little Christmassy...!!
Lucky Door Prizes...Multi Draw Raffle
Guest Speaker. (Last day of Term 4).

New Member
Jillian Casteleijn
Beaudesert U3A welcomes the above member, and
we hope that your association with our organization
will be a long and fruitful one. We look forward to
your involvement.

Editorial
Welcome to our last newsletter for 2015.
Hard to believe that a whole year has disappeared
since we were last gearing up for Christmas, school
holidays and our annual Member’s Day end of year
afternoon tea get together.
By the time you read this, the annual Schoolies
event for Queensland Grade 12 students will have
concluded, and despite a drift to other areas, the
main media focus continues to be on the Gold Coast.
Is it just me, or does it seem to you too that as a
society we are sending our developing adults the
wrong message?
Is it OK to turn the streets over to drunken youths
(male and female) most of them not old enough to
drink alcohol legally? There are hundreds of
volunteers who spend a heap of time trying to keep
the school leavers out of harm’s way, while the cost
to taxpayers of the police presence continues to
grow. However, the last 2 years still saw fatalities
from balcony falls, arrests for public brawling,
assaulting police and drug use and dealing. It is like
one huge honey pot attracting the older element and
criminals trying to take advantage of the
inexperienced. After the week of so called “freedom“
is over, there will also be the recriminations and
emotional wreckage to deal with for those who got
involved in sexual encounters‚ perhaps not always
while sober. No doubt the social media will be in
overdrive with subsequent embarrassing situations
out on the netscape forever.
I am not sure what the solution is, but ultimately
parents need to decide if their children should be put
in a position where they may find it difficult to make
the right choices.

Enough pontificating!! What else to say except:
“Welcome to Summer“—or is the excessively hot
weather we have been having since October been
enough for you?
May I take this opportunity to wish all members of
Beaudesert U3A and their families a safe and happy
Christmas, and a healthy and prosperous New Year.
Please come along to our free Member’s Day
afternoon tea on Friday 12th December, and wear
something Christmassy. We have a great guest
speaker and some lucky door prizes and a multi draw
raffle.
Until next Newsletter....Andy Fechner.
.

Friends of the Committee
If you would like to join with the following who have
nominated that they will help where they can at
occasional events, outings and functions, your
involvement will be most welcome.
June Carey
Margaret White
Carol Castles
Jo Weymouth
Denice Knight
Gwen Elliott
Trish Fraser
Rita Evans
Patricia Castles
Trish Alexander
To register as a Friend of the Committee, please
contact:
Andy Fechner..President OR
Laurel Fechner-Course Coordinator Ph 5541 2072
e-mail andyfechner@bigpond.com

Val and Peter Chapman
“Leaving for greener pastures“
Two of our steadfast members, (both current
committee members), have decided that it is time to
move a little closer to the ocean, and will depart from
Beaudesert to settle down near Bribie Island. Val
Chapman is our current Secretary, and has held the
positions of Vice President and Publicity Officer. She
also fills the role of assistant tutor at Aqua Aerobics,
Line Dancing and Computer classes and is a
participant at Mosaics and Discussion Group. Peter
is a committee member, currently the facilitator of the
Discussion Group and in the past our Book Club. He
is also a participant at our Table Tennis group.
Peter and Val Chapman will be sorely missed at
Beaudesert U3A, as their cheerful dispositions and
willingness to be involved has set a fine example to
us all.
Peter and Val will say their goodbyes to us at our
Member’s Day function on Friday 12th December, so
come along and wish them well in the next chapter of
their book of life!!
P.S. This also means we must have a new nominee
for Secretary at our AGM on the 27th March 2015 for
our U3A to remain operational.
Are YOU willing??
Andy Fechner. President. 5541 2072

Current Courses
Term 4: Tuesday 7th Oct - Friday 12th
December 2014
*** Aqua Aerobics
Every Wednesday and Friday from 7.30am till
8.30am. Starts 8th October at the Beaudesert
Swimming Pool. (Two sessions each week).
Contact Trish Fraser 0417 440584
*** Art Group "The Limners"
Wednesdays 9.00 am to 12.00 am, starts 8th
Oct at the Centacare rooms, Petersen Street.
Phone Denice Knight 5546 9879 or
Margaret 5541 0745
*** Art Appreciation
Third Wednesday each month, nominal time
10.00 - 12 noon at Centacare Bistro if not on an
outing - usually involving art gallery visits with
Tricia. A chance to look at and discuss works of
art on display in the Scenic Rim and Master
Pieces from around the world.
Phone Tricia 5544 1462
*** Card Making
Every second Thursday, 10.00 am to 12.00 pm,
from 9th Oct, at Centacare rooms.
Phone Laurel 5541 2072
*** Cardplaying
Every Monday, 1.00pm to 4.00pm from 3rd
November, at Centacare, Petersen Street. Enjoy
Canasta, Samba and Bolivia. (Focus on Bolivia).
Phone Pat Millard: 5541 2492 or 0413 121367
*** Computer Group
Mondays, 10am to 12.00 pm, starts 13th Oct at
Centacare Bistro room. Hands on Computer
Application. Most members bring their laptop
along and are assisted by tutors or computer
group members with individual tasks or
problems. The aim is helping solve computer
related problems through the group. Phone
George 5541 0706 for more information.
*** Conversational French
Mondays 1.00 pm - 3.00 pm, starts 13th Oct at
Centacare. Introduction to Conversational
French Phone Bernie 5544 2042
*** Cookery Group
Meets First Wednesday of each month at 1.00pm
to 3.00pm, alternately at tutors kitchens at
Josephville and Gleneagle. Members also offer
their kitchens as “Guest Locations“.
Contact Tina Jones, 0418 780 861.
Laurel Fechner, 5541 2072.
*** Genealogy Club
No set days as yet, but Tricia Edward is still
willing to help out anyone who is interested, or
wants to start a project. Phone Tricia 5544 1462
or via Email: shikeo@bigpond.com

*** General Discussion Group
Tuesdays 9.30am to 11.30am, starts 7th Oct.
General Discussions on any subject the group
wishes. Group participation is the key here. At
Kath's House, 27 Dunsinane Street.
Phone Andy 5541 2072
*** Mosaics
Mondays 1.30 pm to 4.00 pm, starts 13th Oct at
20 Lincoln Crt, Gleneagle.
A hands on course in this fascinating art form
which will encourage your imagination to create
delightful objects. Phone Margaret 5541 0745.

Discussion Group
Our discussion group certainly throws up some
interesting topics, and we do have a couple of
members whose sensibilities to animal welfare and
other questionable subjects are often tested by some
of the more politically incorrect members, (no names
mentioned here). Needless to say, the more spirited
the reaction, the more outrageous the suggestions
become on what to do in given situations.Hence I am
happy to present the following communication from
one of our tender hearted members.

FIRST CATCH YOUR CRAB….
Social Activities:
*** Jigsaw Library
20 Lincoln Crt, Gleneagle. Come along and select
one to use from the library. Phone Margaret or
Hennie 5541 0745 to arrange selection and
collection.
*** Line Dancing
Line Dancing is now in recess due to the
Summer weather. A little too hot at our venue
for this activity. We plan to recommence in Term
2 of 2015...stay tuned!
Phone Trish: 0417 440 584
*** Table Tennis
Thursdays 9.00 am to 12.00 noon, starts 9th
Oct. Held at the Uniting Church Hall.
Phone Des or Pamela 5541 2662 or 0448 133146
or Trish: 0417 440584.
***Tennis
Wednesdays 8.00am to 12.00 noon, starts 8th
Oct. Venue: Beaudesert Tennis Courts, Boonah
Road. Will be in recess from mid December until
late in January 2015.
Contact Tex White: 5541 4772

All course participants must be paid up members
of Beaudesert U3A ($25.00) per annum (couples
$40.00) and each session has a minimum fee of
$2.00 towards Centacare expenses (tea/coffee,
aircon etc). If necessary extra Course costs for
other requirements will be set by Tutors
Course Co-ordinator: Laurel Fechner
Phone: 5541 2072 Mobile: 0417 644506
Email:andyfechner@bigpond.com
*******************************

The only trouble with retirement is I
never get a day off...!!!
*******************************

Anything and everything is fair game for us to
consider at Beaudesert U3A’s weekly discussion
group – which is how we came to be talking recently
about how to kill crabs and lobsters humanely.
I was both intrigued and concerned by this
conversation, so went to Dr Google for some up to
date information, adding cane toads to the “humane
disposal” list just for good measure.
Turns out most of us had erroneous ideas about
killing crustaceans, although some of the ideas had
been promoted in the past.
Definitely OFF the humane list for killing crustaceans
is:
 Throwing while alive into a pot of boiling
water
 Putting into cold water and then bringing to
boiling point
 De-shelling or removing any part of the
creature while alive
 Putting into a pail of fresh water – this
“drowning” induces osmotic shock
The gold standard for humanely killing a creature
is to create a rapid loss of consciousness
without pain, until death occurs.
According to authorities – see bibliography below crabs and lobsters will feel pain for up to two and a
half minutes when placed into boiling water and for
up to three minutes if they have been put into iced
water beforehand, because it takes that extra 30
seconds for the heat to penetrate after the icy slurry.
Anyone who has done this knows that they shed
claws while threshing about, a sure sign of major
distress. Boiling is NOT a quick way of killing a crab
and is illegal in some countries.
The RSPCA’s top recommendation is electric
stun/killing, which is normally a commercial
operation. Otherwise it recommends slow air chilling
of the creatures over several hours until insensible,
followed by spiking or splitting to destroy nerve
centres. Check the RSPCA website for details.
Spiking and splitting of crustaceans are acceptable
methods in the hands of knowledgeable operators
but the operator has to know the biology of the
animal as many crustaceans have multiple nerve
centres. It’s also important to realise the difference
between apparent “sleep” (which may be simply
paralysis) and anaesthesia, which means the
creature will not feel pain. The analogy would be a

human being injected with a paralysis drug and then
having surgery. They’d be immobile but certainly not
insensible!
When one looks at disposing humanely of cane
toads (and it is actually illegal in Queensland to do so
inhumanely), the currently acceptable methods are
even more limited.
 Researchers say that Dettol is not the way to
go, as although the active ingredient
chloroxylenol is effective, it causes distress
(not always apparent to casual observers).
 Bashing with golf clubs or similar weapons
can result in an incomplete result or injury to
the person doing the bashing, as toxin can
be splashed during the process – and you
don’t want to suffer several days of toxininduced blindness.
 Even the common freezer technique appears
to cause some distress, although putting the
toad into the fridge in a plastic container and
then into the freezer the next day, is still
cautiously advocated by Frog Safe Inc. but
not by university researchers.
Given that cane toads are simply another animal and
don’t know they are ferals - and crabs or lobsters
probably would rather not be considered as food for
humans if they could vote - what is an ethical person
to do?
This is where the answers get tough. For full
information, see the sources below. In short, only
three methods are advocated by current research on
cane toads:
1. Stunning followed immediately by
decapitation
2. Hop Stop spray
3. Prolonged exposure to carbon dioxide (used
in large scale projects)
Prevention here is better than cure, say the experts.
They suggest disposing of all cane toad eggs when
found in any water sources, by putting on the
compost heap or drying out on the lawn. This then
avoids the possibility of a later, unpleasant, face-toface encounter with a live toad!
Key sources for the above:
www.rspca.org.au
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
www.fishcount.org.uk
www.frogsafe.org.au
EDITORS NOTE:
As far as crabs and lobsters go, I think it is all about
how they taste!!

Table Tennis Masters

The Combatants
On Friday 7th of November, Beaudesert U3A Table
Tennis group responded to a challenge from Boonah
U3A to a Table Tennis Competition. Five members of
Beaudesert U3A attended what was to be a
formidable competition against some very able and
highly skilled players. Singles and Doubles were
played and in the true spirit of the sport, mixed
doubles were played for the sheer fun of the game. A
great deal of banter and laughter was had by all.
Boonah most generously provided refreshments and
snacks to aid in our recovery prior to our return trip
home. This was most gratefully accepted and very
much enjoyed together with a post mortem of the
games played. There is still some discussion going
on about who actualy won...but that is not important.
We shall just have to issue a return challenge to
Boonah to find out, and we can then look forward to
their visit to our Table Tennis venue. Thanks to all
those who took part, especially to the Boonah team
members.
Article supplied by George Evans.

Social Tennis Shenanigans
Who was the Tutor / Facilitator who locked June in
th
the tennis courts on Wednesday 12 November?
After time was called for tennis on this day the Tutor /
Facilitator asked that all players make sure all
belongings were removed from the courts.
He was assured that the players had their gear and
the gate could be locked.
As we were leaving the area it was noticed that June
was locked in the courts.
After some derogatory comments about the Tutor /
Facilitator`s ancestors and lineage we had to work
out how to release June.
Comments like “We will see you next week June”,
and offers of passing her some bedding were made
but not well received.
June and Barry decided that June could remove her
shoes and socks and climb over the fence.
This was vetoed due to the height difference in the
fence and June and the risk of falling and injury.
Luckly for us “Chippy” Graham had some wrecking
bars in his ute and with these we were able to lift the
gate from its hinges and June made her escape.
So come along and join social tennis as we have
other entertainment as well.
Contact Tex White.
Ph. 5541 4772

Travellers Tales
HAMILTON GARDENS
Hennie and I recently visited family in New Zealand,
Auckland and Hamilton in the Waikato district, and
both are lovely cities. Auckland has a beautiful
harbour with many islands scattered around, most
serviced by a fleet of large catamarans.
A road journey of under 2 hours south through the
greenest paddocks and trees is Hamilton, inland, but
sitting on the banks of the fast flowing and wide
Waikato River. The Waikato is a great venue for
rowing competitions with teams from around the
world gathering there.
My daughter, son-in-law, 3 granddaughters and Max
the dog live on the river bank and all we have to do
is cross the road and step on to the River Walk which
takes you 7kms into the CBD. There is a walk-way on
the other side too plus three bridges, so walkers are
well catered for. Needless to say Max is a very well
walked little dog.

The Marilyn Monroe Garden

The really big attraction for us (apart from the family)
is Hamilton Gardens, once again on the river bank.
These gardens are unique as the area is divided into
over 15 themed gardens, a spectacular rose garden
where they trial new roses, the loveliest Winter
Garden and the list goes on.
The themed gardens are completely self contained
and once inside you forget there are a lot more
around the corner. My particular favourite garden is
the “Indian Char Bagh” These gardens are always
full of vibrant colour, the pavilion with it's brightly
painted ceiling and mosaic floor, along with views to
the river is a delight. “The American Modernist
Garden” with a mosaic of Marilyn Monroe and “make
believe” swimming pool is just so good.
I could go on for another 3 pages but will just list a
few examples of what you can discover at Hamilton
Gardens in the Waikato, New Zealand.
Chinese Scholar's Garden, Japanese Garden of
Contemplation, Italian Renaissance Garden,
Productive Gardens - Kitchen Herb, and Te Parapara
Maori Garden and I will not go into the Cultivar
Collection, Landscape Garden Collection or Other
Features.
If you ever end up in Hamilton, Waikato, NZ a visit
spread over 2 days will see most but not all of what
these gardens can offer. If ever there was a Garden
City Hamilton is it, but do remember to take sturdy
walking shoes and a RAIN coat.
Margaret Kendrick.

The Indian Char Bagh Garden

Waikato River Walk

Sharp Card Players!!
Our newly formed Card Playing Group which
currently meets on Monday afternoons at 1.00 pm at
Centacare has grown rapidly in numbers, with 8
attending this week, and others due to join in.
Tutored by Pat Millard, a Jimboomba member who
has just recently moved to live in Beaudesert, this
group focusses on the game Bolivia, which is a
refinement of Canasta and Samba.
With only a few weeks to go till the end of term, I am
sure that next year will see a big roll up, although
some play may take place during the holidays.
Call Pat Millard on 5541 2492.

Genealogy Group
The Logan Central Library has organised a visit by
Stephanie Ryan from the Qld. State Library on
th
Friday 5 December. Stephanie will give a talk about
researching Emigration and Shipping Records. The
talk will be from 10.30am – noon and bookings can
be made by phoning 3412 4165 or emailing
localstudies@logan.qld.gov.au. I know how difficult it
is to find this information and I am sure our members
will find the talk beneficial.
Tricia Edward—Ph.5544 1462

Aqua Aerobics
Hot weather has certainly brought out the water
babies, and we are now meeting twice a week at the
Beaudesert Pool, Wednesdays and Fridays from
7.15am for a great hour and a bit of splashing.
We have had up to 22 members at the group, and for
the cost of entry to the pool you too can get some
great low impact exercise while keeping cool about
the whole thing.
Contact Trish Fraser on 0417 440584

You’ve got to know when to fold..

*****************************

Our Kitchens Rule
November Cookery Group
Red Onion Jam and Olive Tapenade

And know when to hold...
Line Dancing
Line Dancing is now in recess until Term 2 of 2015.
The hot weather has finally beaten us at our venue.
However, keep some polish on those boots and we
will let you know when the music will be re-starting!
If you want some extra exercise, how about coming
to our Aqua Aerobic sessions on Wednesday and
Friday mornings from 7.15am at the pool.
(Non swimmers our specialty...ask Margaret!)
Trish Fraser 0417 440584.

Our last cookery session for 2014 was generously
hosted by Shirley Foreman at her home in Cedar
Vale, so a thank you to Shirley for her offer to have
the group visit.
The dish of the day was red onion jam with olive
tapenade, served with a freshly baked damper. As
usual, we all enjoyed getting involved, and Shirley
did a great job of demonstrating the jam and
tapenade production.
Our very pleasant afternoon culminated in a talk and
taste fest on the verandah, enjoying these easy to
prepare dishes along with our compulsory teas and
coffees.
Our next (and last) event for the year will be our
break up with a special High Tea in December.
For information about the Cookery Group at “Our
Kitchens Rule“ call Laurel on 5541 2072 or Tina
on 0418 780 861.

Thanks to our Sponsors

Red Onion Jam, Tapenade and Damper

Enjoying Shirley‘s Hospitality

BEAUDESERT U3A Time Table
7 Oct to 12 Dec ’14. Term 4
DAY
Monday

AM Session

Venue

PM Session

Venue

10.00 - 12.00

Centacare Bistro

1.00 - 3.00

Centacare Bistro

COMPUTER

6-12 Petersen St

CONVERSATIONAL

6-12 Petersen St

GROUP

FRENCH - WEEKLY

Weekly

Ph Bernie 5544 2042

Contact: George
PH: 5541 0706

1.00 – 4.00 WEEKLY

Centacare Rooms

CARD PLAYING - BOLIVIA

6-12 Petersen Street

Ph: Pat Millard 5541 2492
1.30 – 4.00- WEEKLY

20 Lincoln Court

MOSAICS

Gleneagle

Contact: Margaret
PH: 5541 0745
Tuesday

9.30 - 11.30

Kath's House

Uniting Church

DISCUSSION

27 Dunsinane St

Hall

GROUP

Beaudesert

Weekly
Contact: Andy
PH: 5541 2072

Wednesday

7.30 – 8.30

Beaudesert Pool

AQUA AEROBICS

1.00 - 3.00
1st Wednesday of each
month

Weekly

COOKERY CLUB

Contact: Trish

Contact: Tina

PH: 0417 440 584

PH: 0418 780 861 OR
Contact: Laurel
PH: 5541 2072

Wednesday

9.00 - 12.00

Centacare Bistro

Weekly

ART GROUP

6-12 Petersen St

"THE LIMNERS"
Contact: Denise
PH: 5546 9879 or
Contact: Margaret
PH: 5541 0745
THIRD

10.00 - 12.00

Centacare Bistro

Wednesday

ART

6-12 Petersen St

of the Month

APPRECIATION

& Excursions

Contact: Tricia
PH: 5544 1462

Their Homes
Alternately

DAY
Thursday

AM Session

Venue

9.00 - 12.00

Uniting Church

TABLE TENNIS

Hall

PM Session

Venue

GENEALOGY CLUB

By Arrangement

Weekly
Contact: Pam
PH: 5541 2662 or
Contact: Trish
PH: 0417 440 584
Every Second

10.00 - 12.00

Centacare Bistro

Thursday

CARD MAKING

6-12 Petersen St

th

From 9 October

Contact: Laurel
PH: 5541 2072

Friday

7.30 – 8.30

Beaudesert Pool

AQUA AEROBICS
Weekly
Contact : Trish
PH. 0417 440 584

Phone to

JIGSAW LIBRARY

20 Lincoln Court

Arrange a

Contact: Margaret

Gleneagle

Selection

or Hennie

time

PH: 5541 0745

Phone Tricia Edward
5544 1462
e-mail
shikeo@bigpond.com

N.B.
All participants must be financial members of the Beaudesert U3a,
($25 single/$40 double per annum), and each session has a minimum fee of $2 towards
Centacare expenses. If necessary, any extra course costs will be set by tutors.
Please contact Course Co-ordinator: Laurel Fechner
Ph: 5541 2072 Mobile: 0417 644506 Email: andyfechner@bigpond.com

Please Note:
SOCIAL TENNIS will be in recess from mid December until later in
January 2015. (Starting date to be advised).
Recommence on Wednesdays from 8.00am until 12.00 noon weekly
at the Beaudesert Tennis Courts as usual.
New players of all experience levels are welcome.
Contact Tex White PH: 5541 4772 for details.

