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Friends of the committee
If you would like to join with the
following people who have nominated
that they will help where they can at
occasional events outings and
functions, your involvement will be
most welcome.
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Denice Knight
Rita Evans
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To register as a friend of the
committee, please contact:
 Andy Fechner president OR


Laurel Fechner course coordinator

P 5541 2072
E andyfechner@bigpond.com

Member of U3A Network Queensland

Welcome to the first
edition of your Beaudesert
U3A members newsletter
…. OWLS …. for 2017.
I sincerely hope that you
have all enjoyed a safe
and joyful festive season
and you are eager to get
back to your chosen
courses and activities.
Some groups have only
had a short break, while
others will recommence in
line with the school term
starting on Monday 23
January.
We hope to offer some
new courses again this
year, and notifications
asking for expressions of
interest will be sent out
soon, as well as some

further information in this
newsletter.
Our 2017 sign on day on
Friday 13 January was
another successful gettogether, with many
members coming along
for the social aspect of the
day, enjoying a morning
tea and catching up with
old and new friends. We
had six new members
sign on, with many
renewals, so may I extend
a warm welcome to all.
I cannot miss the
opportunity to mention the
recent summer weather
temperatures in our area.
Please take care with the
extremes of heat we have
been experiencing ….. get

into air conditioning if you
can, or use a fan and
make sure you drink
plenty of water. I think
that most of our
generation are aware of
the need for protection
from the sun, but it is easy
to stay out too long if you
are enjoying some
gardening or outdoor
activity. Make sure you
cover up when
necessary!!
Once again, welcome
back to U3A Beaudesert
for 2017, and I hope we
all have a wonderful year!
Till next edition
Andy

to new members Christopher Jackson,
Jean-Jacque Vaschalde, Rose Mary Malady, Duane Leary,
Leshaan Bright, Norm Fowler, Barbara Johansson, Lynette
Martin, Gwenda Schneider
We look forward to meeting you at the activities you have chosen
for yourselves where, we are sure, you will make many new friends.

Want to get more
involved??
Our Annual General Meeting is
scheduled for Friday 31 March 2017
starting at 10.00am at Centacare.
This year we will have three vacancies
to fill on our management committee
due to retiring members.
I am happy to report that we have
nominations in place for the executive
positions of President, Vice President,
Secretary and Treasurer which will
ensure our ongoing incorporation. We
currently have a committee of nine
members, and ideally would like to at
least maintain that number or even
increase it.
If you feel you would like to support
your U3A by getting involved with the

committee,
please
contact
any of the
current
committee
members. The duties are
not too demanding….we have a two
hour meeting on the last Friday of each
month to handle formal issues. Each
committee member also has an area of
responsibility to assist with the ongoing
development of our group. (A full set of
guidelines is provided).
NEW PEOPLE = NEW IDEAS = NEW
ACTIVITIES
NOMINATIONS CLOSE 28
FEBRUARY 2017
Hope to hear from you soon
Andy Fechner, President

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the named individual contributor
alone and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor, U3A committee, U3A, or its members.

All course participants must be paid up members of
Beaudesert U3A. Most sessions have a minimum fee of $2
towards venue expenses (tea/coffee aircon etc.) If
necessary, extra course costs for other requirements will be
set by tutors.

Current courses - term one 2017
23 January-31 March
Acoustic guitar

Thursdays Centacare rooms 1.30 pm3.30 pm. Tutor Ken Jurd.
Contact Laurel 5541 2072 email
andyfechner@bigpond.com

Aqua aerobics

Tuesdays and Thursdays 7.30 am-8.30
am Beaudesert pool. Clean, rubber
soled shoes recommended, as well as a
sun hat, and sunscreen.
Contact Paulette 5543 1261

Art appreciation

Thursdays 10 am-12 noon
Centacare rooms. Course commences 2
February 2017.
Contact Mary 5544 3146 or Jean 5541
3706

500, and bolivia (focus on bolivia.)
participation is the key here.
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 Contact Andy 5541 2072

Jigsaw library

Card playing - Jimboomba

Meets every Thursday afternoon 12
noon-3 pm at Dorrington House
Jimboomba.
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367

Croquet club

Social conversational French
Monday 1.00 pm-3.00 pm Monday
(frequency TBA) Centacare rooms
Contact Jane 5541 2321

Social lunch/outing - February

Wednesdays 9 am-12 noon at the
Centacare rooms.
Contact Denice 5546 9879

Friday 10 February, Park Ridge Tavern,
from 12 noon (see page 6)

Social tennis

Book club

Bridge

Meets every Wednesday morning 9.30
am-11.30 am Kurrajong Park
Jimboomba.
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689

Card playing - Beaudesert

Every Monday 1 pm-4 pm at Centacare
rooms Enjoy euchre, canasta, samba,

Mahjong - Jimboomba

Meets every Tuesday 11 am-2 pm
Play Tuesday 9 am-12 noon at Laravale Dorrington House Jimboomba.
School of … situated in Christmas Creek Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689
Road. Contact George 5541 0706 or
Mahjong - Beaudesert
Trish 042 948 9989
Thursday afternoons 1 pm-3.30 pm
Centacare rooms. Beginners welcome.
Computer group Contact Denise 5541 2801
Mondays 10 am-12
Mosaics
noon at Centacare
Meet Mondays 1.30 pm-3.30pm at 533
bistro room.
Members may bring Cryna Road Beaudesert. A hands-on
their laptop along for course in a fascinating art form.
assistance by tutors Facilitator Beryl/contact Tina 0418 780
861
or computer group
members with
Nordic walking
individual tasks or
Meet Monday, Wednesday and Friday
problems.
mornings 6.00-7.00 am at the soccer
Contact George
field by Beaudesert tennis courts. You
5541 0706
will need a pair of poles, comfortable
sports walking shoes, bottle of water.
Contact Lawrie 0423 322 975

Art group “The Limners”

Meets first Monday of each month 2 pm4 pm at 151 Cedar Grove Road Cedar
Grove. Cheese, nibbles, tea, coffee
provided. BYO drinks.
Contact Lynn 5543 1430 or mobile 041
707 8712

Select a jigsaw (or a wasgij) to use from
the library. For selection and collection
contact Sandra 5541 0978.

Gardening club - BUGs

Wednesdays 8 am-12 noon venue
Beaudesert tennis courts Boonah Road.
Contact Tex 5541 4772

Meet third Friday of each month 10.00
am-12 noon at Centacare. Trips away
between each meeting.
Contact Liz 5541 1005
Email brizzie@bigpond.com

Table tennis

Thursdays 9 am-12 noon held at the
Uniting Church hall.
Contact Des or Pamela 5541 2662 or
0448 133 146

General discussion
group

Meets Tuesdays 9.30 am11.30 am Beaucare
Community Room 44 Tina
Street Beaudesert. General
discussions on any subject
the group wishes. Group

Course coordinator - Laurel Fechner | P 5541 2072 | M 0417 644 506 | E andyfechner@bigpond.com

Thank you to all of our sponsors
BEAUDESERT

BUTCHERY

Heit's Quality Meats
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Leisure activities survey
adults and evaluate the benefits and
Are you
“chronologically challenges of such participation.
gifted” and
“We are conducting this research
living in
so that we can better understand
Queensland?
the motivations for, and obstacles
The global
to, the leisure choices of older
ageing population
adults. We also want to use the
and the increasing number of babyknowledge we develop in this
boomers who are now entering
research to develop resources and
retirement raise the need for leisure
materials that can facilitate
activities that contribute to the health
community participation by older
and wellbeing of ageing societies.
adults in the future. We hope that
this research will enable more
Teresa is a 60 year-old doctoral
adults to actively engage in leisure
candidate at Griffith University. She and
activities that help to benefit an
her supervisory team are conducting
ageing Australian society.”
research that is designed to investigate
the leisure choices of older Australian
Your participation in this online survey
may help to make future community

Marital bliss

contributed by Pat Millard

A police officer pulls over a speeding
car. The officer says, "I clocked you at
80 miles per hour , sir ." The driver
says, "Gee, officer, I had it on cruise
control at 60; perhaps your radar gun
needs calibrating."
Not looking up from her knitting his wife
says: "Now don't be silly, dear -- you
know that this car doesn't have cruise
control"
As the officer writes out the ticket, the
driver looks over at his wife and
growls, "Can't you please keep your
mouth shut for once !! ?"

His wife smiles demurely and
says, "Well dear you should be thankful
your radar detector went off when it did
or your speed would have been higher."
As the officer makes out the second
ticket for the illegal radar detector unit ,
the man glowers at his wife and says
through clenched teeth,
"Woman, can't you keep your mouth
shut?"
The officer frowns and says, "And I
notice that you're not wearing your seat
belt, sir. That's an automatic $75 fine. "
The driver says, "Yeah, well, you see,
officer, I had it on, but I took it off when
you pulled me over so that I could get
my license out of my back pocket. "

leisure activities more accessible for
older adults.
The survey is completely anonymous,
takes about 15 minutes, will be online
until the end of February, and can be
accessed through the following link:
https://prodsurvey.rcs.griffith.edu.au/
LeisureActivities
Please contact Teresa for further
information.
Teresa.Kunaeva@griffithuni.edu.au
Griffith University Ref No: 2015/874
Teresa has been a U3A member in
Brisbane for a few years and often
helps with tutoring. She will also
be presenting at the Winter
School this year.
His wife says, "Now, dear,
you know very well that you
didn't have your seat
belt on. You never
wear your seat belt
when you're
driving."
And as the police officer is
writing out the third ticket,
the driver turns to his wife
and barks, "WILL YOU
PLEASE SHUT UP?? "
The officer looks over at the woman and
asks, "Does your husband always talk to
you this way, Ma'am? "
(I love this part)
"Only when he's been drinking!"

Christmas
2016
The lights
are turned
on on the
Christmas
trees and
A-choired
Taste
entertains
with
Christmas
carols.

LIKE DOING JIGSAWS??
We have a great facility available to all members which is very
underutilised….our jigsaw library.
Our collection contains a huge variety to choose from, including
quite a few WASGIJs (that’s jigsaw spelled backwards) which
can be a great challenge as they are a jigsaw with few clues,
and no illustration depicting the final picture. (I personally have
a great time with these).
You can sign out as many as you want, and return them at your
leisure. If this facility does not get more use, we may have to
close it down.
Contact Sandy on 5541 0978 to arrange a time to make your
selections.
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Potential new course

We have had an offer from a local lady to conduct a course in the
craft of scrapbooking.
The course is likely to offer sessions of around two hours' duration, and the frequency is yet to be
determined, but could be weekly or fortnightly. All materials and active tuition will be provided, and the
proposed cost is $10 per session.
Places will be limited due to the nature of the activity, and we would hope to conduct them at Centacare,
with a day yet to be determined.
Should you be interested in attending please let us know by responding to our e-mail address
u3abeaudesert@gmail.com or phoning the course coordinator, Laurel, on 5541 2072, or U3A mobile
0408 801 780. Activation of the course depends on the level of interest.
Interested in scrapbooking?

A brief history of the Bentley
contributed by Hennie van Dyk

They simply don’t make them like they used to. This is a Bentley Speed Six, a marvel of British engineering from 1930,
which was restored to its glory in honour of the legendary 1930 Bentley ‘Blue Train’.

Originally, the Bentley Speed Six was introduced in 1928 as a more sporting version of the Bentley 6½ litre. The vehicle's
interior is made of red leather, velvet carpeting, and walnut trimmings.
They were produced until 1930 when a new model took its place. The original version also had a champagne and crystal
glass holder, but no seat belts. The engine was restored to perfect running order, using original and custom parts.
The boot of the car holds a beautiful surprise as well - a fancy tool organiser recreated according to the original specs. The
toolbox folds up to reveal a red velvet trunk,.

In 1930, British motor company Rover advertised that it beat the world-famous ‘Train Bleu’, a luxury express train, designed
to take British aristocrats and celebrities from Calais to the French Riviera.
Following the advertisement, Captain Joel Woolf Babe Barnato, a British playboy millionaire and chairman of Bentley,
wagered £100 that his Bentley Speed Six could beat the train as well. (Back in 1930, the average annual income in the UK
was £165). Despite being off to a bad start, Barnato managed to beat the train by a few minutes, but when the
French authorities got wind of his exploits, he was fined for illegally racing and paid a hefty fine. The story became
infamous and the Speed Six became a legendary vehicle.
The Blue Train version produced 200 hp, reached a top speed of 200km/h (125mph), and won the 24 Hours of Le Mans race
in 1929 and 1930. In both races, the driver was none other than Barnato – the Chairman of Bentley Motors.

Needed - volunteers (can you help?)

Cheryl Folley (FOBL committee) There are currently 18 book boxes
around Beaudesert in areas where
Needed - volunteers with a couple of
people are likely to have to wait for a
spare hours per month, to deliver books while, such as doctors’ surgeries, the
and magazines to community book
Beaudesert Hospital, hairdressers and
boxes in key Beaudesert locations.
community service offices such as
The boxes are a literacy project set up
Beaucare and Jymbilung House. The
by the Friends of Beaudesert Library
library volunteers check the boxes
(FOBL), with the aim of encouraging
regularly and keep up a supply of
both adults and children to pick up a
suitable books, which come either from
book, take it home and either keep or
donations or from the shelves of the
return to swap for another book. It’s
library as various titles are culled to
sadly true that in many homes there are make way for new stock.
NO books – and literacy is the key to
It costs little to join FOBL ($2 per year
education and jobs, just as much in the which covers small expenses such as
current technological age as in former
postage), and no obligation to engage in
times.
fund-raising. If you are interested, pick

up a copy of the FOBL
newsletter at the
library, leave your
details with a staff
member or contact
foblsecretary@gmail.com
AND IF YOU HAVE SPARE
BOOKS/MAGAZINES looking for good
homes, the Friends of Beaudesert
Library would love to have them. We’re
particularly short of books for children
under 5, teenage fiction, large print
books and magazines of any
description. If you can donate, but not
deliver to the library, please contact the
secretary via email as above, or Kate
Amos at 0410 883 303.

Unexpected visitors
Andy Fechner

Recently my wife Laurel and I
were attending to our daily
early morning chore of feeding
our small herd of cattle at the
yards, when we noticed that a
number of hot air balloons

were coming a
little closer than
usual.
We had spotted nine up that morning, a couple more than usual.
Based on the colours of the canopies, there were some we hadn’t
seen previously. Suddenly the wind shifted, and one dropped down
quickly towards us. The pilot shouted out asking if he could land, and we waved our agreement. The basket skimmed just
over our heads and the cattle yard fencing, dropping smoothly to earth.
The passengers were all Asian tourists, and we could hear the pilot giving them instructions in their own language to hold on.
A second balloon, travelling in company with the larger one soon followed, landing further down the paddock.
The chief pilot (and operator) thanked us for allowing him to land, and explained that they were up from the Gold Coast,
where conditions that morning were not favourable.
With an offer of a free ride in the future, they were packed up and gone within 45 minutes, leaving no trace behind.
Our nine head of cattle which had been near the yards waiting for their morning treat, had scattered at the balloons’
approach, and didn’t reappear until these strange scary contraptions had long gone.

Sign on day Friday 13 December

Paid your membership fees ??
Firstly, thank you to all the members who have paid their membership fees
for 2017.
For those who have not yet renewed their membership, or were unable to
come along on our sign on day, please ensure you pay your fees (still $25
single, $40 couple) as soon as possible. You can give your fees to your
course tutor at your next class, or direct deposit to the U3A Beaudesert
account at the Queensland Country Credit Union BSB 704-640
Account number 2242024.
(If you choose this method, please include your name or membership
number as the reference).
Remember, non-financial members cannot attend courses, due to
restrictions arising from our insurance policy.
PS Should you not want to continue your membership this year, please do
us the courtesy of advising us accordingly so we can adjust our records.

Thank you to all of our sponsors
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HAVE any of your details changed - address,
email, phone number? Please let us know
so your correct information can be recorded.

December social lunch
A members' Christmas lunch was the final social outing for 2016 and was held at Centacare, with just under 100 members
attending. Good food, good fun, and great companionship was obvious by the very happy faces. Ken Jurd and the U3A
acoustic guitar group entertained with Christmas music and some toe tapping "oldies but goodies".
There were lucky door prizes to be won as well as the raffle prizes of $50 meat vouchers and $100 from the $100 board.
Congratulations to the recipients.
Special thanks go to Bernie Grodecki from Centacare who was the very clever creative designer of the Christmas
decorations and the most original Christmas tree . The first social outing for 2017 will be on February 10 at the Park Ridge
Tavern, 3698-3712 Mt Lindesay Highway, Park Ridge, from 12 noon. U3A members, their partners and friends are all
welcome to attend.

RSVP to Di, email candyroxy1946@gmail.com, phone/text
0468 849 448, by 3 February.

Happy birthday

to our members celebrating birthdays in January or February

January

February

Liz Avery

Gloria Bremer

Bernie Brown

Leshaan Bright

Ann Cahill

Shirley Forema

Carol Castles

Joan Gray

Trish Caverly

Lindy Johnston

George Evans

Dianne Kelly

Norm Fowler

Maurice Lamb

Trish Fraser

Gabi Michelsen

Ben Kerrison

Pat Millard

Duane Leary

Pat Ryan

Kerrie Wise

Laurie Sims
Elizabeth Tate
Margaret White
Jennifer Wilmink

If your birthday was or is in January or is in February and is not listed
here, please let us know and we will update our records.
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Let me explain ...

contributed by Andy Fechner

I never argue - I just explain why I'm right.
The fact that there's a highway to hell and only a
stairway to heaven says a lot about anticipated
traffic numbers.
My people skills are just fine. It's my tolerance
to idiots that needs work.
I'm only responsible for what I say, not for what
you understand.
Have you ever listened to someone for a while
and wondered ... "who ties your shoelaces for
you?"
I prefer not to think before speaking. I like being
just as surprised as everyone else by what
comes out of my mouth.
You know that little thing inside your head that
keeps you from saying things you shouldn't?
Yeah, I don't have one of those.

