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At the end of 2021, like everyone else I
wished all a happy New Year and of
course hoped for an improvement in
2022. Well, welcome to 2022, and at
this time things don’t seem to have
improved all that much. I try to be
positive at all times, but it is difficult to
ignore the growing sense of unease
and at times fear spreading through
the community. Evidence is there to
see with depleted supermarket
shelves, and closed doors of
businesses that things are not “normal”
or OK.
I am happy to say that the great
majority of our members, (who are
certainly of an age to be deemed
vulnerable), are fully vaccinated
against covid. Those few who are not
are now unable to come to our U3A
activities, and some have chosen to
not renew membership for the time
being.
Annual membership fees of $25 per
person are now past due, and
unfinancial members cannot attend
courses until fees are paid. Anyone
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who has not paid by Friday 18
February will be removed from our
data base. Tutors will be ensuring that
all those attending activities can show
a 2022 badge, or are on our files.
Our first term for 2022 will be starting
for most courses and activities in line
with the originally gazetted school
terms, from the week commencing
Monday 24 January. Queensland
students are now due to recommence
from Monday 7 February. If in doubt,
contact your class tutor. Ukulele is
scheduling a start on 10 February.
Our 2022 Annual General Meeting is
planned for Friday 18 March at The
Club (RSL) Beaudesert, starting at
1.30 pm. Afternoon tea will served
upon completion. If you or someone
you know is willing to assist by
nominating for a position on our
committee, please contact our
secretary, Yvonne Berry on:
secretaryu3abeaudesert@gmail.com
as soon as you can.
Welcome to 2022.
Andy Fechner

Reminder - fees are now due
Friends of the committee
If you would like to join with the
following people who have nominated
that they will help where they can at
occasional events, outings and
functions, your involvement will be
most welcome.
June Carey
Patricia Castles
Denice Knight
Rita Evans
Rosemary Ryan
Carol Castles
To register as a friend of the
committee, please contact Andy
Fechner
P 5541 2072
E andyfechner@bigpond.com

Member of U3A Network Queensland

Situations vacant
Beaudesert U3A is prospering, even in these difficult
covid-affected times. In order to keep going and
growing as we have done over the last few years, we
need a committee to keep the wheels turning and to that
end, the position of vice president, along with the
positions of membership secretary, assistant publicity
officer, and general committee, is vacant.
Our committee meets monthly, 11 times a year for around two hours each time,
and then members have their roles to fulfil with various tasks. While none of
these are too onerous, they allow members to be involved in the workings of
our exciting group.
Best wishes for a very happy birthday to our members who celebrate
their birthdays in February:
Gary Ahern
Lyndall Ferguson
Thea Franklin
Keith George
Joan Gray
Bernie Grodecki
Patrick Hughes
Marlene Jamieson
Maurice Laing
Andrea March
Bernadette McCabe
Lenard Morgan
Barbara Moss
Cedric Musch
John Noble
Dianne O'Neill
Pat Ryan
Laurie Sims
If your birthday is in February and you are not listed, please let us know so we
can update our records and include you.

Current courses - term one 2022
24 January-1 April 2022
Course coordinator | Tina Jones
Phone 0418 780 861 | Email t.j.16@bigpond.com

Aqua aerobics

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 7.30 am-8.30 am
Beaudesert pool. Suggested wear clean sports shoes/aqua
shoes, sun protection, hat, sunglasses. Pool entry $3.50
pensioners
Contact John 0417 073 190

Art group - all mediums

Wednesdays 9 am-12 St Thomas's Anglican Church hall.
Contact Denice 5546 9879 or 0402 012 267

Calligraphy

First and third Fridays of the month 1.00 pm-3.00 pm at the
Arts & Information Centre Enterprise Drive Beaudesert
Contact Robyn 0439 721 325

Card playing - Beaudesert

Every Monday 12.30 pm-4.00 pm RSL function room. Enjoy
500 or Bolivia.
Contact Di 0468 849 448 to confirm attendance.

Card playing - Bolivia - Jimboomba

Meets every Thursday 12 noon-4.00 pm at the Anglican
Church Hall, Jimboomba
Contact Di 0468 849 448

Computer/other technologies
This group is now an advisory
group only, for issues with
computers - no computer repairs
or house calls.
Contact George 5541 0706, email
dreeemboat@iinet.net.au

Mahjong - Jimboomba

Meets every Tuesday 11 am-2 pm Davidson Road,
Jimboomba.
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689

Mahjong - Beaudesert

Thursday afternoons 1 pm-3.30 pm Arts & Information
Centre.
Contact Michele 0459 335 403
Mosaics Meet Mondays 1.30 pm-3.30pm at Arts &
Information Centre, Beaudesert a hands-on course in a
fascinating art form. $3/session payable on the day.
Contact Tina 0418 780 861

Nordic walking/walking

Meet Monday, Wednesday, Friday mornings. Contact Liz for
start times. Nordic walkers will require a pair of poles,
comfortable sports walking shoes, bottle of water. Walkers poles not needed.
Contact Liz 0488 155 506

Scrapbooking

Second Monday of each month, 9.30 am-11.30 am, 142
Lambert Road, Nindooinbah. $10/session for materials
Play Tuesdays 8.00 am-11.00 am at Everdell Park Gleneagle payable on the day.
Contact George or Rita 5541 0706
Contact Anita 0408 452 584

Croquet club

English as a second language
CANCELLED
Exercise for seniors

Now in recess until term 2 2022. Refer to aqua aerobics.
Contact John 0417 073 190

French

Every Monday 11.00 am-2.00 pm RSL Sub Branch rooms,
1st floor, corner William and Brisbane Streets, Beaudesert.
Contact Jayne 5463 4841

Gardening group - BUGs

Meet third Friday of each month 10.00 am-12 noon
Beaudesert RSL club function room
Contact Marilyn 0429 006 194

General discussion group

Meets Tuesdays 9.30 am-11.30 am Beaucare Community
room, 44 Tina Street. General discussions on any subject
group members propose.
Contact Andy 5541 2072

German
CANCELLED
Indoor bowls

Friday mornings from 9.00 am at St. Thomas’s Anglican
Church Hall, Albert Street, Beaudesert
Contact Terry 0428 627 673

Social lunch

The next social lunch will be held in February 2022. Venue to
be advised.

Social tennis

Wednesdays 8 am-12 noon venue Beaudesert tennis courts
Boonah Road
Contact Paulette 0409 898 147

Table tennis

Thursdays 9 am-12 noon held at the St Thomas's Anglican
Church hall.
Contact Glenda 5541 4290, 0418 771 758 or Ken 5541 1498

Travel and Adventure Group

Meet second Monday each month on the deck, Beaudesert
Library 10.00 am onwards.
Contact Ray raymondarthy@gmail.com, ph 0447 554 480

Trivia puzzling

Wednesday afternoons from 1.30 pm at St Thomas's
Anglican Church hall, Albert Street, Beaudesert
Contact Jenny 0439 138 212

Ukulele

Meets Thursday afternoons St Thomas's Anglican Church
hall, Albert Street, Beaudesert, 1 pm-2.30 pm.
Contact Finella 0439 414 491

Jigsaw library

Select a jigsaw (or a wasgij) to use from the library. To select
and collect, contact Sandra 5541 0978

Line dancing/dancing

Tuesday from 12.45 pm $3 per session The Centre, Brisbane
Street Beaudesert
The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the
named individual contributor alone and do not necessarily reflect the
Contact Marg 0422 415 145
views of the editor, U3A committee, U3A, or its members.
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U3A - the "Best Thing"

When Keith George retired he found himself missing the
social interaction that work provided, contrary to the lyrics of
Dolly Parton's song "Working 9 to 5, what a way to make a
living...it's all taking and no giving".
After seeing a leaflet advertising U3A, Keith made some enquiries and
decided to join, as it was something that he and his wife Margaret could
also do together. French was his class of choice as he had read that
Keith George
learning a language is of great benefit to the aging mind and Keith found
that he really enjoys the social aspect, which is why the French class ticks all the boxes. It was
the best thing to happen to him...
Keith's former occupation as an accountant shows up in many of his class presentations. He is
very diligent with his studies and often brings the group some extra materials that he has
researched - presented as a spreadsheet.
Tutor Jayne with Keith
The French connection is strong amongst the group with Jayne Meon as tutor and her French
husband Jacques, always on hand to help with pronunciation and the ever-present nuances of the 'language of love'
As Jayne says "I never thought of myself as taking on the role of principal tutor" however, students of the French group are
glad that she did as she is inspirational and is passionate about teaching French. Everyone is very keen to learn and most
want to put their hard work into practice, hopefully to travel to France one day... Jayne constantly assures us that progress in
a language is very much an individual thing.
Diane Rewko

New language courses to begin this year

Sprechen Sie Deutsch? (Do you speak German?) - Ja, ich
spreche ein bisschen Deutsch. (Yes, I speak a little German)
Hast du ein Auto? (Have you got a car?) - Ja, ich habe ein
auto. (Yeah, I have a car)
This year Beaudesert U3A is
introducing two new language-based
Then as the number of transactions (fluency) increases, the
courses.
learners can in pairs have longer and longer exchanges,
Language tutor Mark White will be
series of exchanges, role-plays, monologues etc. The focus
available on a week day to teach two of is on speaking and communicating and also having fun. Of
his passions: German language plus
course, we write everything down as we go so we speak,
ESL (or English as a second language), listen and write, read, and explain grammar as it comes up."
allowing a 90-minute class for each
At this stage, classes will be on a Wednesday with German
with a lunch break in between. Mark
from 10 am to 11.30 and a lunch break followed by ESL from
Tutor Mark White
has been an ESL teacher in Australia
noon to 1.30 pm. The groups will meet upstairs in the RSL
and overseas (Europe, Asia) and
Sub-Branch boardroom, in the Neilsen building on the corner
travelled to more than fifty countries, studying more than ten
of Brisbane and William Streets.
languages "on the ground" in various countries.
For anyone interested in ESL, Mark is happy to teach
"It gets easier as you do more!" he claims. "Conversation
English-speakers the techniques of helping non-English
remains one of the most interesting things in life in my
speakers in situations such as student exchange visits or
opinion." He can speak and teach from beginner level in
community groups for migrants, or to directly teach the
English, German, Japanese, French, Italian, Thai and
opposite - residents whose first language is not English.
Mandarin.
Mark says he teaches in a conversational way. "I engage the
group in conversation, in English, sitting in a circle, and then
add question and answer transactions:
Cheryl Folley

Travel and adventure group

On Monday, 13 December our travel and
adventure group (TAG) had the final meeting of
the year on the deck at the Jimboomba Tavern;
a great setting except for the TRAFFIC noise! We had a good roll-up, about 20 I
believe, and generally we talked about plans for 2022.
Ray put forward a few ideas which were expanded upon and generally approved of by
all, so 2022 looks as if it will be fun and interesting. Here are a few of the suggestions:
· Roma St Parkland
· History tour of Ipswich
· Local history tours by various members, ie, those who were born in/worked in the areas –
Beaudesert, Tamrookum, Hillview, Logan Village
· Talk by someone on the Aboriginal history of Beaudesert
· Canal cruise at the Gold Coast
· Gold Coast to Brisbane trip again with Brisbane Cruises
· Stanthorpe Apple and Grape Festival
· Lavender Farm in July – lunch at Mt Alford pub
· Amberley Air Force base
· TAG trip to Toowoomba and Warwick – Empire Theatre tour,
Cobb & Co museum, Oakey Air force base, Nobby pub lunch
And the list goes on. We may not get it all done but you have to
agree it all sounds interesting.
Join our facebook page to keep up with the news.
Denise Martin
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TAG Christmas river cruise

On December 19, approximately
34 Beaudesert U3A members
George Evans
assembled at the bus stop
opposite Coles supermarket for a 3.00 pm chartered Logan Coach trip to
Mowbray Park. A further four members were picked up at the Tavern in
Jimboomba. All Covid requirements were complied with regarding scanning
and checking of vaccination compliance.
The bus proceeded to Mowbray Park where we all assembled and waited for
our boat (The Lady Brisbane) to arrive.
We all boarded the boat with the exception of one passenger from another group also attending the cruise but who failed to
arrive. The cruise started at 5.30 pm. We went up-river for about an hour and a half, then turned around and passed the
start point. About half way through we were served with a cold buffet which was very generous in both quantity and quality.
A bar was also available on board.
Photography proved difficult due to the movement of the boat, people moving about, and a lack of fast shutter camera in dark
lighting. However a few shots were managed and are shown below. The cruise finished at approximately 8.30 pm and we
were all returned to our drop-off stops by Logan Coach.

Mosaics and French Christmas lunches
Tina Jones

The mosaics group and the French groups
held their Christmas lunches at The Club,
using the U3A vouchers each member
received. It looks like everyone had a very
happy time.
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Open day January 21 2022
Andy Fechner

Photos courtesy of Andy Fechner, Tina Jones and Diane Rewko

Despite the threat of Covid worrying many, we attracted 91 visitors to our open day at The Club on Friday 21 January. Most
satisfying was that 20 of those were non members, many of whom signed up on the day. There was a lot of interest in our
new language courses, German and ESL due to start on Wednesday 9 February. Our line dancers put on two displays of
their activity, showing us all how to enjoy ourselves. In all we had displays of 17 of our current activities on offer.
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Medical terms explained in simple English

A warm U3A Beaudesert welcome to our new members,
Daniel and Francis Buckley, Kathryn Cahill, Sharyn Cattell,
Christa Kennedy, Sonya O'Sullivan, Gae Slater, Glenys
Smith, Roselyn Smith, Louise Todd, Dawn Walsh, Peter
Ardrey, Joan Gleeson.
We look forward to seeing you at the activities you have
chosen for yourself where, we are sure, you will make many
new friends.

Who am I?

Of course you knew who it
is - it's our lovely Laurel,
president Andy's wife.

Thank you to all of our sponsors
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