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Member of U3A Network Queensland

President's piece
Andy Fechner

Can it be the start of term three
already? School holidays are here
again, and I am sure that many of our
members are taking on “baby sitting”
duties, and enjoying (generally) the
pleasure of spending extra time with
grandchildren or perhaps even great
grandchildren. A number of our
courses/groups will have a two week
break, although most continue with
maybe fewer attendees due to aforesaid
family commitments.
By the time this edition of OWLS goes
to print, we will be on the cusp of a
Federal election-there seems to have
been nothing but political activity in
2016, and I am sure most of us will
have had enough of listening to the pork
barrelling promises.
And now for something different…it
appears that Queensland may soon
have legislation to take the first step
towards having a refundable deposit on
some containers such as drink cans and
perhaps bottles. This is already in place
in South Australia and the Northern

Territory and has gone a long way to
solving a previously huge litter problem
in those areas. As one who has
highway frontage, I welcome any steps
to curb the litter scourge. I am tired of
the twice weekly “emu parade” to keep
the footpath tidy. The fast food giants
have a lot to answer for. There is also
talk of a possible
ban on plastic
shopping
bags….can’t
see much
wrong with
that either,
as the
potential life
of a single
use plastic
bag is 1,000 years if it is not
biodegradable. We might have to go
back to wrapping the rubbish in
newspaper…while they still print
them..!!
Until next edition
Andy Fechner

U3A Beaudesert is now on facebook
Rosemary Ryan

Hi to U3A fellow members. I have been tasked by President Andy to set up a
facebook page for our club, which has been completed and is now active. I would
like to encourage those of you who have internet access,
to sign in to facebook yourself and create your own
facebook page .
It costs nothing to join facebook. I find it a great way to
keep in touch with family members and friends and also
to have the opportunity to check out what is happening in
our Scenic Rim shire. Once you have your own facebook
page, you will be able to access the U3A Beaudesert
page.
If you have any photos/pictures you would like to share
with us, this would make our page more interesting ,so I invite you to send them
to me at rry73001@bigpond.net.au.
The hope is that our page may provide publicity to those folk who may like to join
in our club activities by becoming members if they are needing just that little extra
encouragement.
The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the named individual contributor
alone and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor, U3A committee, U3A, or its members.

All course participants must be paid up members of
Beaudesert U3A ($25) per annum (couples $40). Most
sessions have a minimum fee of $2 towards venue expenses
(tea/coffee aircon etc.) If necessary extra course costs for
other requirements will be set by tutors.

Current courses - term three 2016
11 July-16 September
Acoustic guitar

Tuesdays Centacare rooms 1.30 pm3.30 pm.
Contact Laurel 5541 2072 email
andyfechner@bigpond.com

Afternoon tea - your place or
mine?

Meets first Wednesday of each month 1
pm-3 pm alternately at course members'
homes.
Contact Tina 0418 780 861 or Laurel
5541 2072

Aqua aerobics

In recess now until the pool reopens in
term four.

Art appreciation

Third Wednesday each month nominal
time 10 am-12 noon at Centacare bistro
room if not on an outing - usually
involving art gallery visits with Tricia. A
chance to look at and discuss works of
art on display in the Scenic Rim and
masterpieces from around the world.
Contact Tricia 5544 1462

Computer group

Mondays 10 am-12 noon at Centacare
bistro room. Hands on computer
application. Most members bring their
laptop along and are assisted by tutors
or computer group members with
individual tasks or problems.
Contact George 5541 0706

Conversational French

Mondays 1 pm-3 pm at
Centacare rooms. Beginners'
course commencing term three.
Contact Bernie 5544 2042

New
course

533 Cryna Road Beaudesert. A handson course in this fascinating art form
which will encourage your imagination to
create delightful objects.
Contact Beryl 5541 2120

Nordic walking

Meet Monday, Wednesday and Friday
mornings 7.00-8.00 am at the soccer
field by Beaudesert tennis courts. You
will need a comfortable pair of sports
walking shoes, a pair of poles and a
bottle of water.
Contact Lawrie 0423 322 975

Social lunches/outings

Genealogy club

No set days - Tricia is willing to help out
anyone who is interested one on one.
Participants generally meet monthly by
arrangement to discuss progress.
Contact Tricia 5544 1462 or email
shikeo@bigpond.com

General discussion group

U3A members' and guests' social
lunches/outings will be held on the
second Friday of the month. Next outing
8 July - see page 3 for details.

Social tennis

Wednesdays 8 am-12 noon venue
Beaudesert tennis courts Boonah Road.
Contact Paulette, until further notice
5543 1261, email
watsonpab@bigpond.com

Meets Tuesdays 9.30 am-11.30 am
Beaucare Community Room 44 Tina
Street Beaudesert. General discussions
on any subject the group wishes. Group Table tennis
Art group “The Limners”
participation is the key here.
Thursdays 9 am-12 noon held at the
Wednesdays 9 am-12 noon at the
Contact Andy 5541 2072
Uniting Church hall.
Centacare rooms.
Contact Des or Pamela 5541 2662 or
Contact Denice 5546 9879
History of Art
0448 133 146
Meets Thursday mornings 10
Book club
am-12 noon Centacare rooms.
Meets first Monday of each month 2 pmNew course term three
4 pm at 151 Cedar Grove Road Cedar
"Museum Masterpieces:
Grove. Cheese, nibbles, tea, coffee
National Gallery London".
provided. BYO drinks.
Contact Jean 5541 3706
Contact Lynn 5543 1430 or mobile 041
Jigsaw library
707 8712
Select a jigsaw to use from the
Bridge
library. For selection and
Meets every Wednesday morning 9.30
collection contact Sandra 5541
am-11.30 am Kurrajong Park
0978.
Jimboomba.
Mahjong - Jimboomba
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689
Meets every Tuesday afternoon
Card playing - Beaudesert
11 am-2 pm Dorrington House
Every Monday 1 pm-4 pm at Centacare Jimboomba.
rooms Enjoy euchre, canasta, samba,
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689.
500, and bolivia (focus on bolivia.)
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 Mahjong - Beaudesert
Thursday afternoons 1 pm-3.30
Card playing - Jimboomba
pm Centacare rooms.
Meets every Thursday afternoon 12
Beginners welcome.
noon-3 pm at Dorrington House
Contact Denise 5541 2801
Jimboomba.
Mosaics
Bob Fraser and Pat Caverly enjoying a game of
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367
table tennis
Meet Mondays 1.30 pm-4 pm at

Course coordinator - Laurel Fechner | P 5541 2072 | M 0417 644 506 | E andyfechner@bigpond.com

Thank you to all of our sponsors
BEAUDESERT

BUTCHERY

Heit's Quality Meats
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Discussion group

Cheryl, Carol, Jane, Barry, Sandra, Ray and Andy taking a break at
a recent discussion group

Cheryl Folley

Said the puzzled friend over coffee with a member of the
Beaudesert U3A discussion group:
“So, you’re going to a discussion group every week. Does
that mean you’re having counselling?”
While this report caused laughter at a recent discussion group, it did
cause us to do some soul-searching and ask ourselves how we
appeared to others?
Does discussion group sound like a rather stiff group of self-important
people talking about matters of high import, such as running the
country and organising the State budget?
Is it the equivalent of hit-and-giggle tennis – all froth and bubble, nothing serious but a good time had by all?
The truth, as so often, lies somewhere in between, but one thing is certain: this is a group of people who like each other, are
willing to talk about anything under the sun, and are happy to accept many different points of view.
Contributions are many and varied. We meet each Tuesday morning, 9.30-11.30 am, at Beaucare in Tina Street and every
member takes a turn to introduce a topic (or to “pass” if they wish).
So at one moment we could be discussing sustainable burial, Joan of Arc or the week’s TV shows of any genre, and the next
moment finding out what it is like to meet a shark face-to-face.
Numbers are limited but at present we would be happy to welcome another one or two members because of illness or
prolonged absences.
You’re welcome to come along and check us out… contact Andy Fechner 0408 801 780, 5541
2072, email andyfechner@bigpond.com.

History of Art

Tricia Edward

Our group has completed the sessions on the Masterpieces
of American Art and are looking forward to the next item
which is called “Museum Masterpieces: The National Gallery
London”. This series is a visit to various items on display in
the Gallery. It is a 12 week course and we are all looking
forward with enthusiasm to our visit.
Some of our members have had the pleasure of visiting this
wonderful gallery but all agree that it is all too easy to suffer
from overload and the opportunity to view works at a more
leisurely pace should prove enjoyable. Our facilitator, Jean

Stevens, having recovered from
her fractured ankle, is at present
visiting England and has included
a visit to the gallery in her
itinerary. She will be able to bring
us up to date on her return.
If you are interested in attending
this course please contact me on
5544 1462. The course will be
commencing on Thursday 23
June and then recommencing
after the holidays on 14 July.

Genealogy

For all those interested in tracing
their family history please keep the
date of 19 August free.
The Scenic Library will be hosting a
visit from Stephanie Ryan, who is in
charge of the Family History section
at the State Library in Brisbane.
Stephanie will be talking about the
many ways the State Library can
be accessed by computer to aid in
research. This is very valuable as
the trip into Brisbane can sometimes
prove a little difficult.
The talk will be from 11am to
12.30pm and you should let the
library know if you want to attend.
A flyer will be produced by the library closer to the date.

Social lunch/outing for July

Tricia Edward

Picture from website www.weekendnotes.com

Dingbats - test your brainpower
Do you know what the following represent?
1 BAN ANA
2 GGES, GSEG, SEGG, ESGG
3 Cat Cat Cat Cat Cat
4 Gery Gery Gery Gery
5 CITY
6 Once
a time
7

Glazing Glazing

8

Timing Tim ing

Answers on page 6

Self Portrait at the Age of 34 Rembrandt
displayed at the National Gallery
London
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On Friday July 8 we will be holding a mid-year Christmas
lunch at St Bernards Hotel, Tamborine Mountain where a
two-course meal will be served at a cost of $30/head. As
the theme is "Christmas", you are invited to wear
something Christmassy, although this is purely optional.
St Bernards Hotel is at 101 Alpine Terrace, Mt Tamborine
and we look forward to seeing you there.
RSVP to Di Johnson, by 1 July phone/text 0468 849
448, email candyroxy1946@gmail.com, to confirm your
attendance. A non-reply will be taken as "not attending".
U3A members and their partners/friends are invited to
attend all or any of the social lunches/outings.
Feedback to Di from members after attending any of the
lunches would be appreciated.

Travellers' tales

We also decided to stay for a few days in Orange in NSW, a
town which had been just a fuel stop in previous trips, but
had always held interest for us. We had three nights in a
beautifully restored cottage
in the near city area, and
were lucky enough to just
catch the last week or so of
the autumn leaves (pictured
left and right). We will share
some other previously
hidden gems in a future
edition of OWLS.

Andy Fechner

Last month Laurel and I
decided to go on a “let’s stop
anywhere” driving holiday,
with a vague destination in
mind of Northern Victoria.
Over many years of travelling
for business or family reasons, I had seen signposts to
various interesting sounding locations generally situated just
far enough off the main highway to have to pass them by due
to time constraints.
Apology to David Schwarz for getting his
A Word or Two about this and that name incorrect in June's OWLS.
Yvonne Berry

Attitude. A settled way of thinking or
feeling about something
We all have it, some say it's what makes
the world go round. It's what our
attitude is and what we do with it that
counts.
In my last job before I retired, I was
lucky enough to be employed by a
company for whom attitude was
everything. So much so, the company
was run on the FISH philosophy of
"choose your attitude, play, be there,
make their day". How much easier the
day was when we chose the right
attitude. How friendly and pleasant our
callers and visitors seemed - the vibe of

Doris Dobber

the right attitude could be felt as soon
as you walked in the door. We had fun
with each other, we had fun with
our visitors and customers,
and our customers
and colleagues
knew we were
each there for
each other.
Making someone's
day became second
nature.
We were encouraged (and the
dobbee rewarded) to dob in our
colleagues who we noticed going the
extra mile for a customer or a
colleague, or doing something kind or

How to test a smoke alarm

helpful (fishy) for a customer
or colleague, above and
beyond what would normally
be expected. And staff felt
valued and appreciated.
Such an environment made
it easy for me to do my
job.
The FISH philosophy
does not just apply
to the work place, it
has a place in everyday
life. If you would like to know
more about the FISH philosophy
and how it came about, google "fish
philosophy" and enjoy an enlightening
read.

small amount of smoke, a red hot (and
dry) saucepan containing just a few
remains of three unfortunate eggs.
It is just amazing how far exploding
very hard boiled eggs can scatter
through a large kitchen/dining area
when they get enough encouragement.
At least the smoke alarm worked..!!

One of our members, who wishes to remain anonymous (as
she is the wife of the President) decided to boil some eggs in
a saucepan on the gas stove.
Said President, (who was unaware of this culinary effort) was
outside the house chatting to a visitor when he heard the
sound of a small explosion, followed by the noise of the
smoke alarm. A quick dash into the kitchen area revealed a

For sale

Picture from website
www.reddit.com

A warm, Beaudesert U3A welcome is extended to our three
new members Rhelma Kenny, Lorraine Rowe, Robyn O'Donnell.
We look forward to seeing you at the activities you
have chosen for yourself.

contributed by Andy Fechner

These ads actually appeared in UK newspapers:
FREE YORKSHIRE TERRIER
8 years old, hateful little bastard. Bites!
FREE PUPPIES
Half Cocker Spaniel, half sneaky neighbour's dog.

Silver Sneakers aerobics class at Freedom gym - U3A Beaudesert is well
represented

COWS, CALVES: NEVER BRED
Also one gay bull for sale.
JOINING NUDIST COLONY!
Must sell washer and dryer £100.
WEDDING DRESS FOR SALE
Worn once by mistake. Call Monica.
FOR SALE BY OWNER
Complete set of Encyclopedia Britannica, 45 volumes.
Excellent condition, £200 or best offer. No longer needed,
got married, wife knows everything.

Thank you to all of our sponsors
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Braggers'/celebration corner
Liz and Bruce Avery's son Matt was part of a team which ran the
Oxfam 60k walk recently. His team finished first in a credible 7
hours 28 minutes and raised $6,000 for Oxfam.
Certainly something to celebrate!

Famous People in History
contributed by Barry Owen

Audie Murphy (1924-1971) Most decorated solider in American military

Audie Murphy was born into a poverty stricken family in Texas in 1924 and joined the
military in 1942. He saw action in Sicily, Italy and France during World War II.
Murphy was awarded the Medal of Honour, 32 other US medals, five from France and one
from Belgium.
After the war he became an actor and made 44 films, but most were B-grade westerns with
the exception of “The Red Badge of Courage” and “To Hell and Back”, (based on his
autobiography, for which he was critically acclaimed).
At 40, he made the following statement: “I guess my face is still the same, so is the
dialogue, only the horses change. I am working
with a handicap - I have no talent”.
He died in a plane crash in 1971.

English as she is writ - or what's in a word?
contributed by Carol Castles

Let's face it - English is a crazy language. There is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in
hamburger; neither apple nor pine in pineapple. English muffins weren't invented
in England or French fries in France; sweetmeats are candies while
sweetbreads, which aren't sweet, are meat. We take English for granted. But if
we explore its paradoxes, we find that quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings
are square and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig.
Sometimes I think all the English speakers should be committed to an asylum for
the verbally insane. In what language do people recite at a play and play at a
recital? Ship by truck and send cargo by ship? Have noses that run and feet that
smell?
How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man and a
wise guy are opposites? You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language
in which your house can burn up as it burns down.
English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the
human race, which, of course, is not a race at all. That is why, when the stars are
out, they are visible, but when the lights are out, they are invisible.
PS - why doesn't 'Buick' rhyme with 'quick'?
Can vegetarians eat animal crackers?
Why do they put braille on drive-through bank machines?
Do infants enjoy infancy as much as adults enjoy adultery?
Can an atheist get insurance against acts of God?
Would a fly without wings be called a walk?

For sale

For sale

Pop top Regal mini series caravan. Single axle, light weight,
12' 6". Very economical and easy to tow. Sleeps 3, annexe
converts to another room, 2 x single beds with centre
wardrobe and under bed storage. Small table converts to
small bed. 3way oven with four burner hotplate; 3way fridge
Sigma DG F5-6.3 APO 150x500 zoom lens with UV filter for
Nikon cameras. As new, rarely used, in original box with carry with small freezer on top; sink. Lights 240V. Water storage
in caravan. Heaps of storage, including outside under
case Dimensions 94 x 252 mm, weight 1.9 kg.
caravan.
New price in 2008 - lens $1,313, filter $130 - total $1,445
eBay lowest current price - $600 lens only
Price $12,500 negotiable.

Asking price $650
Contact Laurie 043 9721 347 after 7 pm
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Contact Sandra - 07 5543 2646, mobile 041 8582 182, email
sandracollins316@gmail.com.

U3A State Conference - Sunshine Coast Queensland, 2/3 June 2016
Andy Fechner

Hosted by U3A Sunshine Coast, the 2016 State Conference
was held at the University of the Sunshine Coast at the Sippy
Downs campus on 2 and 3 June 2016.
There were over 100 delegates, and your U3A was
represented by President Andy Fechner, and Course
Coordinator Laurel Fechner. The theme of the Conference
was “Renew and Reconnect”, and this theme was supported
by the guest speakers and the attending exhibitors. There
was an informal welcome dinner on Wednesday 1 June, and
conference registrations started on Thursday 2 June at
8.00am.
After an opening
address by MLA
Member for
Maroochydore Ms
Fiona Simpson, the
following speakers
entertained and
educated the audience
over the next two days:
 Dale Lorna
Jacobsen: “Antarctica
- a life changing
experience”
 Major Jim
Campbell DFC (Ret): “Thrills and Spills”
 Julie Hay - Assistive Technology: “Living Independently
and Safely”
 Shona McDonald - Donate Life: “An Ongoing Legacy”
 Dr Don Kerr: “The Telepresence Robot-Giraff”
 Dr Peter Brooks: “Liquid Gold” The Honey Story
 Dr Craig Allingham: Buderim Men’s Shed: “Secret Men’s
Business”
 Barbara Brewster: “Happiness is on the Inside”

In addition there were two
workshops from the
Queensland Police Service
and the RACQ as well as an
address from the Queensland
U3A Network President Julie
Porteous and a formal closure
from Professor Greg Hill PhD
BA (Hons), University Vice
Chancellor.
Our entertainment included
performances by the U3A
Sunshine Coast Choir, and a
local acapella harmony group
of around 40 members - “Hot
Ginger Chorus”. Both were excellent. There was an official
conference dinner at the Mooloolaba Yacht Club on Thursday
evening attended by around 80 members.
The conference also allowed a segment for a President’s
Council meeting, where U3A Presidents and representatives
were delighted to hear an announcement that the State
Government has granted U3A Network $23,000 to be used
on a marketing and advertising program to raise the profile of
U3A in the State based on the theme “Connecting Seniors to
Lifelong Learning”.
The conference ended late on Friday afternoon with a
meeting of the newly elected members of the U3A Network
committee who had also attended a Thursday afternoon AGM
of U3A Network.
On the weather front, the Sunshine Coast did not live up to its
reputation, with wild wet conditions persisting from
Wednesday afternoon through until after our departure on
Saturday morning.

Conference photos by
Glyni Cumming

Dingbat solutions
1
2
3
4

Banana split
Scrambled eggs
Copy cat
Forgery (four lots of gery)

5
6
7
8

Capital city
Once upon a time
Double glazing
Split second timing
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State Conference 2016

