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A little chillier around the place now 
that winter is officially underway - I 
hope that you have your woolies 
handy!! 

Our Scenic Rim region must be one 
of the busiest around … there is 
always so much activity in the 
community, and of course our U3A 
members seem to be right in the 
thick of things. 

Congratulations must go to the 
Scenic Rim Regional Council for 
being recognised nationally as 
having one of the best Anzac 
Centenary promotions in Australia 
with the “War Stories - Our Town” 
project. Activities in this programme 
continue right through until the end 
of this year – there is something 
exciting happening every month. 

The Council has also hosted the 
”National Volunteers Day” series of 
events in three locations in the 
Scenic Rim, with free morning teas 
and light entertainment. This yearly 
event serves to thank those who 
volunteer their services in the 
community, and U3A committee 

members and tutor / facilitators were 
among those recognized on 13 May 
in Beaudesert. 

We have recently had our ”Arts in 
the Olives” festival day on Mother’s 
Day, bigger and better than ever.  

Just last week was “Eat Local 
Week”, which was kicked off on  23 

and 24 May by the ”A World Apart” 
event, featuring local hidden gems 
in our area. 

Scheduled for Sunday 14 June is the 
“Country Music Muster and Family 
Fun Day” at Jubilee Park, which will 
again be another day of free 
entertainment for all. 

On top of these festive items are the 
numerous school fetes, the Boonah 
Show, the Deb Ball and the regular 
film events in Boonah and 
Beaudesert.  

I don’t know about you, but I have 
trouble keeping up with it all … what 
a great problem to have!!! 

Until next month 

Andy Fechner     

Welcome new members
A big welcome to Diane Campbell who 
recently joined Beaudesert U3A. 

As you no doubt already know, U3A 
Jimboomba has been amalgamated 
with Beaudesert U3A and we are 
delighted to welcome the Jimboomba 
members to our branch of the U3A 
family.   

Members who have transferred to date: 
Sandra Anderson, Lynn Lewis, Ronald 
Burgess, Patricia Caverly, Barry Owen. 

We look forward to seeing you all 
enjoying yourselves at our activities . 

If you would like to join with the 
following  people who have nominated 
that they will help where they can at 
occasional events, outings and 
functions, your involvement will be 
most welcome.  

June Carey  Patricia Castles 
Carol Castles  Trish Alexander 
Denice Knight  Gwen Elliott  
Tricia Edward Rita Evans  
Trish Fraser Margaret White 

To register as a Friend of the 
Committee, please contact:  

 Andy Fechner, president OR  

 Laurel Fechner, course coordinator  

P  5541 2072 

E  andyfechner@bigpond.com  

Friends of the committee 

Pictured above (L to R)  Lynn Lewis,  
Barry Owen, Pat Caverly 

6 June 8 pm Drifters concert The Centre 
9 June 7 pm Trivia night Mt Tamborine 
12 June 12 pm social lunch Veresdale Hotel 

Dates to remember ... 



At a Special General meeting on 13 May, U3A Jimboomba members voted to cease 
independent operations and merge with Beaudesert U3A. 

All current financial members of Jimboomba U3A will be granted membership of 
Beaudesert U3A at no extra cost, for the balance of the calendar year.  As both 
Jimboomba and Mount Tamborine members currently enjoy reciprocal rights with 
Beaudesert, there are already members from these groups enjoying some of our 
classes/activities.  Please make our new members welcome as they come along to 
courses. 

In addition, all existing courses being held by Jimboomba U3A will continue for the 
rest of 2015.  In fact, it is planned to add new courses in this area, depending on 
availability of venues and tutors.   

If you would like to go along to any group activity currently hosted by Jimboomba, 
these will be coordinated by Laurel Fechner- phone 5541 2072, or email to Laurel at: 
andyfechner@bigpond.com.  

Current course activities are: 
Mah jong  Tuesday pm Social bridge Wednesday am 
Card playing Wednesday pm Book club First Monday each month 
Social lunch outing Last Friday each month 

U3A Beaudesert and U3A Jimboomba merger 

A new club for Beaudesert U3A 

A monthly book club is now available for Beaudesert U3A members.  Lynn Lewis, originally a 
Jimboomba U3A member and now a Beaudesert member, is the organiser.  They meet at Lynn's 
place, 151 Cedar Grove Road, Cedar Grove on the first Monday of each month, commencing at 2 
pm and finishing at 4 pm.  Cheese, nibbles, tea and coffee are provided and you may BYO drinks. 

Another new course commencing term three 2015 - a History of European Art 

Facilitated by Jean Stevens with a lot of help from 
a set of magnificent DVDs with fabulous 
illustrations. 
 
Suggested time 
2 hours weekly  10am – noon 
Thursdays 

Proposed format 
DVD presentation (30 min), plus 
discussion time and coffee break.  
Normally followed by a second 
DVD presentation and discussion, 
finishing in time for lunch.  Each 
session will be supported by 
supplementary illustrations 
presented by Jean et al. 

Appeal 
The course should appeal to lovers 
of art and/or history; to anyone 
keen to learn about our artistic 
heritage; and to anyone who wants 
to join in with a group of crazy enthusiasts and 
have a terrific time!  

Scope of Course 
The complete course surveys some wonderful 
examples of painting, sculpture and architecture 
from the Age of Emperor Charlemagne (c800 AD) 
to the onset of World War II, and will probably run 
over two to three terms. Artists and their 
masterpieces are considered in their political and 
social context to help us understand why the 

artworks were created and how they responded to 
specific historical circumstances. 

The first session begins with a chronological 
overview of the entire course and introduces some 

basic ideas used in the 
analysis of works of art. 
Hopefully, we will then take a 
look at some lovely illustrated 
manuscripts and some of the 
earliest examples of 
cartooning. During the rest of 
the term we will explore the 
artistic output of the Middle 
Ages, from the early 
architecture of the Carolingian 
Empire to the exquisite 
sculpture of the French Gothic 
Style. 

Time permitting, we will then 
examine the early 

development and blossoming of the Renaissance 
in both Italy and Northern Europe. If necessary, 
this section will be completed in term 4, along with 
the evolution of the Baroque and later styles of art. 

Advance Notice 
A course of American Art (courtesy of Mary Street) 
may be presented following on from this proposal. 
This should keep us occupied and out of trouble for 
a long, long, long time! 

Jean Stevens 



Genealogy club 
No set days - Tricia Edward is willing to help out anyone 
who is interested, one on one.   Participants generally meet 
monthly by arrangement to discuss progress. 
Contact Tricia 5544 1462 or email shikeo@bigpond.com 

General discussion group 
Meets Tuesdays 9.30 am to 11. 30 am.  General 
discussions on any subject the group wishes.  Group 
participation is the key here.  New venue Beaucare 
Community Room, 44 Tina Street, Beaudesert. 
Phone Andy 5541 2072 

A History of European Art  
The course should appeal to lovers of art and/or 

history; to anyone keen to learn about our artistic 
heritage; and to anyone who wants to join in 

with a group of crazy enthusiasts and have a 

terrific time .  This course will commence term three 2015 
and will be held on Thursday mornings, 10 am-12 pm.  
Contact Jean Stevens 5541 3706 

Jigsaw library 
108/110 Carrigan Way, Gleneagle.  Come along and select 
a jigsaw to use from the library.  For selection and 
collection, contact Rita or George ph 5541 0706 

Line dancing 
Line dancing every Tuesday, at the Uniting Church hall, 
9.30 am to 11 am. 
Contact Trish 0417 440 584 

Mosaics 
Meet Mondays 1.30 pm to 4 pm at 533 Cryna Road, 
Beaudesert.  A hands-on course in this fascinating art form 
which will encourage your imagination to create delightful 
objects. 
Contact Beryl 5541 2120 

Nordic walking 
Meets Tuesday and Friday mornings, 7.30 am to 8.30 am 
at the soccer field by the Beaudesert tennis courts.  You 
will need a comfortable pair of sports walking shoes, a pair 
of poles and a bottle of water.  
Contact Lawrie 0423 322 975 

Social lunches 
U3A members social lunches will be held on the 

second Friday of the month.  Venue to be 
advised each time.  Next one 12 June - 

Veresdale Hotel, 12 pm, RSVP by 31 May to Di 
Johnson. 

Contact Di Johnson 0468 849 448 

Social tennis 
Wednesdays 8 am to 12 pm  
Venue Beaudesert tennis courts Boonah Road. 
Contact Tex 5541 4772 

Table tennis 
Thursdays 9 am to 12 pm, held at the Uniting Church hall. 
Contact Des or Pamela 5541 2662 or 0448 133 146  
or Trish 0417 440 584 

Current courses 
Term 2 - Monday 20 April to Friday 26 June 2015 

All course participants must be paid up members 
of Beaudesert U3A ($25) per annum (couples 
$40) and each session has a minimum fee of $2 
towards venue expenses (tea/coffee, aircon, etc.)  
If necessary extra course costs for other 
requirements will be set by tutors. 

Acoustic guitar 
Tuesdays 3.00 pm-5 pm  at Centacare rooms 
The tutor, Ken Jurd, is a well known local 
musician and entertainer.  If you want to join in 
and be able to play a simple tune after your first 
lesson, bring your guitar along and get started.  
Contact Laurel 5541 2072 or email 
andyfechner@bigpond.com 

Art appreciation 
Third Wednesday each month, nominal time 10 
am to 12 pm at Centacare bistro room if not on 
an outing - usually involving art gallery visits with 
Tricia.  A chance to look at and discuss works of 
art on display in the Scenic Rim and 
masterpieces from around the world. 
Contact Tricia 5544 1462 

Art group “The Limners” 
Wednesdays 9 am to 12 pm at the Centacare 
rooms. 
Contact Denice Knight 5546 9879  

Book club 
A monthly book club is now available 

for Beaudesert U3A members.  Meet 
at Lynn Lewis's place, 151 Cedar 

Grove Road, Cedar Grove on the first 
Monday of each month, commencing at 2 pm and 
finishing at 4 pm.   
Contact Lynn Lewis 5543 1430 or mobile 041 707 
8712  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Card playing and board games 
Every Monday, 1 pm to 4 pm at Centacare 
rooms, Enjoy euchre, canasta, samba and bolivia 
(focus on bolivia.) 
Contact Pat Millard 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367. 

Cookery group 
Meets first Wednesday of each month, 1 pm to 3 
pm, starts 4 February, alternately at tutors’ 
kitchens at  Josephville and Gleneagle.  
Members also offer their kitchens as “guest 
locations”. 
Contact Tina Jones 0418 780 861 or Laurel 

NEW 

Course coordinator 
Laurel Fechner 
 
P   5541 2072   |   M   0417 644 506 
E   andyfechner@bigpond.com 

Swimming at Boonah 

For those who want to continue their aqua aerobics/learn to 
swim classes over winter, the Boonah pool is open. 

Check out their website  - www.hydrotherapyboonah.com - 
for activities schedule, opening hours and costs, or contact 
them by phone 5463 1499. 

NEW 

NEW 



 Art Appreciation group 

Cooking group 
At the May cooking group we made a burre bosc 
pears with almond butter cake.  The pears are firstly 
cooked with brown sugar, butter and a slurp of 
brandy and then added to the cake batter.  The 
syrup is retained to drizzle over the cake once it is 
cooked. The richness of the almond butter cake and 
the sweetness of the pears as they almost melt into 
the batter are to die for. Serve with a dollop of 

whipped cream and 
you have a delicious 
dessert cake.  

One of our ladies who had to leave before the cake 
was ready, was coming back later to claim her piece, 
having put so much muscle into creaming that sugar 
and butter, so a piece was put aside for her. It was 
arranged for her to call by in the morning. As work 
was on the agenda, this was going to be shared with 

others for morning tea,  There was enough left over so a larger portion was added 
to her plate.  It so happens that five people shared that piece, it was such a hit 
they all wanted the recipe. 

From my kitchen Tina Jones 

Nordic walking 

Feeling like treating yourself and at the same time 
connecting with other U3A members?   

Come along to our first social lunch for 
2015 which has been arranged for 
Friday 12 June, 12 noon, at the 
Veresdale Hotel.   

These lunches will be a regular 
monthly feature, and will be held on 
the second Friday of each month. 
  

RSVP to Di Johnson by 31 May  
  *  Text/phone 0468 849 448 
  *  Email   candyroxy1946@gmail.com 

Social lunch 

Not even the cold, damp mornings can 
keep the avid Nordic walkers tucked up 
their warm beds.  Rain, however, is a 
different story … 

The main group is now venturing out of 
the soccer field area into Jubilee Park 
and McKee Street Park while those who 
are not ready for a longer walk, do 
circuits of the soccer fields.  Even 
though the group has only been 
together a few weeks, the improvement 
in technique and fitness levels is 
becoming apparent.  Like most sports, 
the more you put into Nordic walking the 
more you will get out of it.   

Having the poles for support increases 
your confidence and spurs you on to 
walk a little further and a little faster. 

Come and give it a try. 

On Wednesday 20 May 2015 the above 
group made its way to the Logan Art 
Gallery to view exhibitions of local 
artists.   

The works of Robyn 
Olsen consisted of 
paintings of landscapes 
of North Stradbroke 
Island which were very 
colourful but maybe a 
little busy for our tastes. 
Nicola Hooper’s work 
was well done but the 
skeletons of which most 
of the exhibitions 
consisted were a bit 
gruesome.   

Jan Davis’ exhibition 
called Big Garden was 
skillful but I think the exhibition that was 
most catching was that of a workshop 
for young people 13-24 years old 
featuring torsos decorated to express 
the feelings of the young people.  They 
were most impressive and gave us 
much food for thought. 

The group then visited a display of 
mosaics in a local park done by the 
local high school students and 
featuring the multicultural diversity of 
the area. 

We finished off 
our day with a 
successful search 
for a sculpture 
seen by Jean 
Stevens on the 
South East Qld TV 
Show. It was a 
large sea eagle 
with moving wings 
powered by a 
solar panel.  It 
was very moving 
particularly in the 
lovely lake setting. 

At the Logan Art Gallery we saw an 
exhibition of a sculpture erected at the 
Greenslopes RSL for Anzac Day and 
we decided to head for this to see it in 
situ (and have lunch), We were lucky 
to be guided by a member of the RSL 

sub branch who took us to the 
completed sculpture and stood us in 
the place to get the full effect.  When 
we looked at the small edition at the 
Gallery we couldn’t see what it was 
supposed to represent but really got 
the picture when it was viewed from 
the correct point.  It was really 
marvellous and well worth the visit.  
What a day! 
Our next get together will be at 
Centacare on 17 June 2015 at 10am-
noon where we will look at part 2 of 
the Hermitage.  Part 1 was seen 
earlier this year and Jean Stevens 
gave us a great insight to this 
wonderful place. We would like to 
extend a special invitation to our new 
members from Jimboomba to come 
along and expand your appreciation of 
the art world. 

Tricia Edward 

Pictured - A temporal vision by Robyn Olsen, 
from the website www.qld.gov.au Logan Art 

Gallery Exhibitions 

(L to R) Lawrie, Marilyn and Paulette 
returning from a 45 minute walk. 



Life on the Coast with Margaret and Hennie 

Well Hennie and I must be well settled in on the Gold Coast 
because today we joined North Gold Coast U3A.  It takes us 
30 minutes to get to the “Hubb” which is part of Labrador 
Community Centre where North GC U3A have two lovely 
offices and several rooms to hold courses etc.  We paid $60 
registration for a couple.  Looking forward to lunch with the 
Dining Out group on 5 June at “The Lazy Lobster”.  Also put 
our names down for petanque on first and third Fridays, 
they have drinks and nibbles after all that strenuous 
throwing of balls and I am looking forward to that.  On the 
waiting list for vegetarian cooking (me) and Griffith Uni 
lectures (Hennie) and there are various other things we 
would like to do in the next term.   

North GC U3A have some very large shoes to fill and we 
hope we have the same experiences we have had with 
Beaudesert U3A Inc - lovely, happy and welcoming people.  
We miss you all. 

Our downsizing seems to be a success with most of the 
furniture we took with us fitting in; the redecorating is done 
and the red, yellow and purple painted rock wall in the 
courtyard now is a more rock-like slate grey.  Still a bit more 
planting to do there but we are finding it very liveable now.  
Three bedrooms, two bathrooms yet still small enough to 

cut back on all that housework. 

The complex is large with about 80 single and two-storey 
two or three bedroom town houses, three swimming pool/
BBQ areas.   We have been so pleased to find it quiet, in 
fact we have thought our only attached neighbour must be 
dead but every once in a blue moon we are aware of a car 
on the drive.   Most people seem to work during the week 
and sleep all weekend. 

I was so pleased to find we have abundant native bird life in 
our courtyard.  The area is very leafy and on top of the rock 
wall are lots of grevillias and banksias, so I still have my 
early morning and evening bird song. But sorry to say no 
water dragons, possums, fresh water turtles etc like we had 
at Gleneagle.  No obvious signs of snakes but no doubt they 
are around. 

We can now find our way to lots of places without having to 
plug in the GPS.  The car automatically finds its way to 
Bunnings, Masters, Robina Town Centre and Burleigh 
Heads (which is just under 5kms away).  So all in all we are 
pleased with our surroundings but of course we miss the 
people we have built friendships with over our years in 
Beaudesert. 

          BEFORE         AFTER 

Introducing -  
 Laurel Fechner, course coordinator 

Your favourite time of the day 

Early morning as the sun is rising to welcome in a new day 

If you ran away and joined the circus, which act would you most like to be? 

Trapeze artist 

Your favourite TV programme 

Agatha Christie’s Hercule Poirot 

Who was/were your role model/models when you were growing up? 

My mother 

Pet peeves? 

Ignorant drivers who don’t obey the 
road rules  

Which animal would you best describe 
yourself as? 

A busy bee 

As a child, what did you want to be when 
you grew up? 

A flight attendant 

Favourite food 

Vegetable and fruit salads, chocolate Course coordinator, Laurel Fechner 

A Word or Two  
about this and that 
                              Yvonne Berry 

How many of you have a bucket list?  I 
never thought about it until I saw the 
movie of the same name a few years ago 
and decided to see what I was missing out 
on by not having a bucket list. 

Why waste any more time - I decided it 
was time to do something about it.   

The first thing I put on my list, and 
subsequently carried out, was to do a 
photo shoot with my two sisters.  Nothing 
out of the ordinary you think?  This one 
was - it was a calendar girl-type shoot and 
we wore just strings of pearls and a happy 
smile.  For our group photo we held 
children's umbrellas and for my individual 
ones I held one of the teddy bears from 
my collection to hide the cheeky bits. 

What a lot of fun we had but I must admit 
we all looked at each other during the day 
and asked ourselves what on earth were 
we doing. 

Another thing on my bucket list was to do 
something right outside my comfort zone 
and that was to retire, sell up and move to 
Australia. 

Two down …  

Learn to swim.  Oh, that's right I've done 
that now too.   

What's next? 

More fun from Pat Millard 

 A bicycle can’t stand alone because it is two-tyred. 

 What’s the definition of a will?  It’s a dead giveaway! 

 Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana. 

 She had a boyfriend with a wooden leg but broke it off. 

 A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion. 



Thank you to our sponsors 



Laws of life 

Some more paraprosdokians 

 To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal 
from many is research. 

 A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is 
where a train stops. On my desk, I have a work 
station. 

 Whenever I fill out an application, in the part that 
says, 'In case of emergency, notify:' I put 'DOCTOR.' 

 I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you. 

 A clear conscience is the sign of a fuzzy memory. 

Contributed by George Evans 

live at the 

centre 
scenic rim 
arts and culture 

Saturday 6 June 2015 8 pm 
Adults $39.50  Concession $35.00 

Bookings 
Phone 5540 5050 

At the booking office 
On line www.liveatthecentre.com.au 

The first U3A Trivia Quiz, based on a successful 
format, will be held on Tuesday, 9 June 7pm-8.30pm at 
the Tamborine Mountain Golf Club. This is an after tea/
dinner event but the bar will be open for drinks. There 
will be cash prizes, not necessarily just for the highest 
scores (ha! ha!) - the more participants, the bigger the 
cash prizes. 

We need to take registrations and payments in advance 
per team of up to five players - $15 per table. Thanks to 
those members with teams that have already paid and 
those that have shown interest.  

Gather your friends’ commitments to form your 
particularly erudite team and please register as soon as 
possible now to confirm your team's place in the quiz as 
there will be a capacity limit - contact me by email or on 
my mobile shown below for details of possible 
payment methods and your team details 

Whilst this is put on for U3A members, each team can 
be made up of a combination of members and non-
members as long as non-members roughly fit the 
normal U3A criteria of retired or nearly retired folk. 
There is one round that anyone younger than a baby 
boomer will struggle on! 

If you have a team of four say and would be happy to 
have a fifth person join you, or you haven't got a team 
to play with, let me know and we will match-make. 

To register yourself or a team, please contact  
  Rob Lillystone  
  Mobile 0422 368 161 
  Email  robell7@yahoo.com.au 

More entertainment in Beaudesert ...  … and Tamborine 

Wanted - books, magazines, wot-nots ... 

Looking for a chance to find a new home for books or 
magazines that you can’t bear to just toss away?  Or keen 
to browse and look for titles in your own field of interest? 
The Friends of Beaudesert Library are collecting for their 
second-hand book sale (plus trash ’n’ treasure) on the deck 
of the library during the Beaudesert Family Fun Day in 
Jubilee Park on June 14, and would welcome contributions 
from U3A members.   

Books may be delivered to the library during opening hours 
on Saturday, June 13 (9 am till noon), or phone 0410 489 
989 to arrange an alternative.   Any trash ’n’ treasure items 
are also welcome. 

Law of close encounters 
The probability of meeting someone you know increases 
dramatically when you are with someone you don't want to 
be seen with. 

Law of the result 
When you try to demonstrate that a machine won't work (to 
the auto mechanic, perhaps), it will. 

Law of biomechanics 
The severity of the itch is directly proportional to the difficulty 
in reaching it. 
 

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those 
of the named individual contributor alone and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of  the editor, U3A committee, U3A, or its 
members. 


