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Friends of the committee 

Well, autumn seems to have either passed us by, or forgotten to appear, and 
winter is officially here as of 1 June. Perhaps it will come along with a vengeance 
and have us searching for the doonahs.  I hope everyone has enjoyed the merry 
month of May, given all the activities that were listed to happen. 

As luck would have it, I have been away from the beautiful Scenic Rim over the 
past few weeks, enjoying some of the delights of other parts of Australia.  I am 
sure that I have missed out on some great events. 

During our time away, we visited many out of the way places that we have never 
seen before, and I list here just a few of the more unusual names that appeared 
on our travels (and below two snaps taken on our trip): 
WILLY WALLY CREEK  LITTLE TILLY WILLY BRIDGE 
DADDAH DADDAH CREEK  DIDDAH DADDAH CREEK (right near  
POVERTY CREEK   each other) 
BANG BANG CREEK  BOM BOM CREEK 
POISON FLAT ROAD  HEN and CHICKEN LANE  
WILLIGOBUNG ROAD 

Goodness knows how some of these names originated, but some interesting 
possibilities spring to mind. Perhaps some of our members who are involved in 
genealogy might like to try their hands at researching place names?? 
Now there’s another course idea!!  Until next edition ... 

President's piece 
 Andy Fechner 

If you would like to join with the 
following people who have nominated 
that they will help where they can at 
occasional events outings and 
functions, your involvement will be 
most welcome.  

June Carey  Patricia Castles 
Carol Castles  Trish Alexander 
Denice Knight  Rita Evans  
Margaret White Lise Leatherbarrow 

To register as a friend of the 
committee, please contact:  

 Andy Fechner president OR  

 Laurel Fechner course coordinator  

P  5541 2072 

E  andyfechner@bigpond.com  

Member of U3A Network Queensland 

TOP - Managed to avoid the bilbies and wallabies - still looking out for elephants 

BOTTOM - Now there's an idea for Beaudesert! 



 

Current courses - term two 2016  
11 April-24 June 

All course participants must be paid up members of 
Beaudesert U3A ($25) per annum (couples $40).  Most 
sessions have a minimum fee of $2 towards venue expenses 
(tea/coffee aircon etc.)  If necessary extra course costs for 
other requirements will be set by tutors. 

Acoustic guitar 
Tuesdays Centacare rooms 1.30 pm-
3.30 pm. 
Contact Laurel 5541 2072 email 
andyfechner@bigpond.com 

Afternoon tea - your place or 
mine? 
Meets first Wednesday of each month 1 
pm-3 pm alternately at course members' 
homes. 
Contact Tina 0418 780 861 or Laurel 
5541 2072 

Aqua aerobics 
In recess now until the pool reopens in 
term four. 

Art appreciation 
Third Wednesday each month nominal 
time 10 am-12 noon at Centacare bistro 
room if not on an outing - usually 
involving art gallery visits with Tricia.  A 
chance to look at and discuss works of 
art on display in the Scenic Rim and 
masterpieces from around the world. 
Contact Tricia 5544 1462 

Art group “The Limners” 
Wednesdays 9 am-12 noon at the 
Centacare rooms. 
Contact Denice 5546 9879  

Book club 
Meets first Monday of each month 2 pm-
4 pm at 151 Cedar Grove Road Cedar 
Grove.  Cheese, nibbles, tea, coffee 
provided.  BYO drinks. 
Contact Lynn 5543 1430 or mobile 041 
707 8712  

Bridge 
Meets every Wednesday morning 9.30 
am-11.30 am Kurrajong Park 
Jimboomba. 
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689 

Card playing - Beaudesert 
Every Monday 1 pm-4 pm at Centacare 
rooms Enjoy euchre, canasta, samba, 
500, and bolivia (focus on bolivia.) 
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 

Card playing - Jimboomba 
Meets every Thursday afternoon 12 
noon-3 pm at Dorrington House 
Jimboomba. 
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 

Computer group 
Mondays 10 am-12 noon at Centacare 
bistro room.  Hands on computer 
application.  Most members bring their 
laptop along and are assisted by tutors 
or computer group members with 
individual tasks or problems.   
Contact George 5541 0706  

Conversational French 
Mondays 1 pm-3 pm at Centacare 
rooms.  Introduction to conversational 
French. 
Contact Bernie 5544 2042 

Genealogy club 
No set days - Tricia is willing to help out 
anyone who is interested one on one.   
Participants generally meet monthly by 
arrangement to discuss 
progress. 
Contact Tricia 5544 1462 
or email 
shikeo@bigpond.com 

General discussion 
group 
Meets Tuesdays 9.30 am
-11.30 am Beaucare 
Community Room 44 
Tina Street Beaudesert.  
General discussions on 
any subject the group 
wishes.  Group 
participation is the key 
here.   
Contact Andy 5541 2072 

History of American 
Art  
Meets Thursday mornings 10 am-12 
noon Centacare rooms.  The course 
should appeal to lovers of art and/or 
history. 
Contact Jean 5541 3706 

Jigsaw library 
Select a jigsaw to use from the library.  
For selection and collection contact 
Sandra 5541 0978. 

Mahjong - Jimboomba 
Meets every Tuesday afternoon 11 am-2 
pm Dorrington House Jimboomba.   
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689. 

Mahjong - Beaudesert 
Thursday afternoons 1 pm-3.30 pm 

Centacare rooms.  Beginners welcome. 
Contact Denise 5541 2801 

Mosaics 

Meet Mondays 1.30 pm-4 pm at 533 
Cryna Road Beaudesert.  A hands-on 
course in this fascinating art form which 
will encourage your imagination to 
create delightful objects. 
Contact Beryl 5541 2120 

Nordic walking 
Meet Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings 7.00-8.00 am at the soccer 
field by Beaudesert tennis courts.  You 
will need a comfortable pair of sports 
walking shoes, a pair of poles and a 
bottle of water.  
Contact Lawrie 0423 322 975 

Social lunches/outings 
U3A members' and guests' social 
lunches/outings will be held on the 
second Friday of the month.  Next outing 
10 June - see page 4 for details. 

Social tennis 
Wednesdays 8 am-12 noon venue 
Beaudesert tennis courts Boonah Road. 
Contact Paulette, until further notice 
5543 1261, email 
watsonpab@bigpond.com  

Table tennis 
Thursdays 9 am-12 noon held at the 
Uniting Church hall. 
Contact Des or Pamela 5541 2662 or 
0448 133 146  

Course coordinator - Laurel Fechner  |  P   5541 2072   |   M   0417 644 506  |  E  andyfechner@bigpond.com 

Bronwyn, Marilyn and Derani  enjoying the walk to d-feet 
MND event at Roma Street Parklands 
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Thank you to all of our sponsors 

   
Heit's Quality  Meats 
B E A U D E S E R T  B U T C H E R Y  



The guitar 
group is doing 
well (should 
know, I'm one 

of them.)  Ken brought his drum 
machine and amplifier in for our lesson 
recently.  For those who do not know the 

'guitar speak', a drum machine is a small 
piece of equipment about the size of  
an iPad which can be programmed for 
certain beats and tempos, sounding just 
like drums playing.  This machine is then 
plugged into the amplifier.  Ken 
programmes in different beats for 

different songs and 
away we go!  The girls 
in the office say we 
sound just like a 
professional band 
… it is a lot of 
fun. 

Acoustic guitar 
 Laurel Fechner 

The Nordic walking group ventured a bit further afield 
on May 15 by taking part in the motor neurone association 
walk to d-feet MND event, held at the beautiful Roma Street Parklands.   

Beaudesert U3A members Liz, Bruce, Barbara, Marilyn, Marian, Yvonne, Lawrie, 
Bronwyn, Peter and Derani travelled by train up to Roma Street and joined around 
500 other participants of all ages - adults, children, tots in pushchairs, wheelchair 
bound people, dogs, - in walking three circuits around the Parklands, enjoying the 
well-maintained gardens and magnificent plants.  We look forward to participating 
next year. 

U3A Nordic walker Marian Schwarz and her 
son Michael epitomise the spirit of the walk 
to d-feet MND event held at Roma Street 
Parklands 

Nordic walking 
 Yvonne Berry 

Your place or mine? 
 Tina  Jones 

This month it was my turn to host 
afternoon tea which turned out to be 
more of a late mini lunch.  

It is always a pleasure to entertain 
our lovely group of ladies, and 
catching up with the latest chit chat 
we all like to share.  

A table of eight, including myself, 
tucked into a ricotta and spinach 
cannelloni followed by a delicious 
slightly tart lemon and passionfruit 
curd slice topped with fresh whipped 
cream and toasted almonds. 

We look forward to our next get together 
which will be hosted by Rita. 

Tommy Cooper fun 
Apparently, one in five people in the 
world are Chinese....  There are five 
people in my family, so it must be 
one of them.  It's either my mum or 
my dad, or my older brother Colin, or 
my younger brother Ho-Cha-Chu... 
but I think it's Colin. 

I went to a seafood disco last week - 
and pulled a muscle.  
Our ice cream man was found lying 
on the floor of his van covered with 
hundreds and thousands...  Police 
say that he topped himself.  3 

A warm welcome is extended to our latest member, Alice Dyke. 

We are sure you will make many new friends at the activities in 
which you have chosen to participate. 



The final internationally-themed lunch is Indian. 

 June 10 - Indian - Tandoori Touch in Brisbane Street, (next to 
the Post Office) at 12 noon.  

RSVP to Di Johnson, by 3 June phone/text 0468 849 448, email candyroxy1946@gmail.com, to confirm your 
attendance.   

 And then for something different, on July 8 we will be holding a mid-year Christmas party at St Bernards Hotel, 
Tamborine Mountain.  Details to come. 

Our last lunch which was at the new Aussie Thai Restaurant was a huge success. Twenty eight members who attended 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  A few members have told me that they were impressed both with the food and the service.  
Our group filled the restaurant . I would recommend this place to anyone. 

U3A members and their partners/friends are invited to attend all or any of these outings. 
Feedback to Di from members after attending any of the lunches would be appreciated. 

My Australia 
 co-written by Brian Robertson and Ron Smallwood 

Another book co-authored by Brian Robertson and Ron Smallwood, this one written for children.  
Australia has its own unique symbols, history, landscape, and much more.  Read about the special 
features and quirky characteristics that make up Australia's patchwork in this book.  Full-colour 
illustrations and interesting trivia make it an easy and fun journey of learning. 

The book is printed on heavy, glossy card, the pages are just right for little fingers to turn.  Children 
around seven years of age would probably find it a fascinating book to read themselves, or for an 
adult to read to them and discuss the topics depicted. 

If you would like to obtain a copy for yourself, children, grandchildren, please contact Ron 
Smallwood 049 005 9500, email ronsmallwood334@gmail.com.  The book is priced at $15. 
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I travelled by 
train up to 
the city 
recently, 
at peak 
hour, so 

the 
carriages were 

full of workers 
and students.  It was quite amusing, in a 
bewildering way, to see almost every 

head was down, eyes were glued to 
phones and thumbs were flying over the 
keyboards.  Those not texting (or 
playing games or whatever else they do 
on a mobile phone) had ear plugs in so 
not much communicating with fellow 
travellers was happening.  Others 
without devices were asleep.  Face to 
face communicating appears to be 
dead. 

This spectacle is not peculiar to train 

travel - I have been in a restaurant and 
have seen a not-so-young man sitting 
opposite an equally not-so-young 
woman.  Each of them was holding a 
mobile phone and each was staring 
intently at the respective screens, her 
thumbs scooting over the keys, and her 
partner  watching a game of footy.  Yes, 
romance is dead too. 

Does it follow - "if you don't use it, you 
lose it" ? 

Most people have something in their life about which they 
can't help but be proud.    

We all have little celebrations - like milestone birthdays or a 
family wedding, or anniversaries, or the birth of a new grand 
(or great-grand) child, personal achievements, or even a 
picture of your clever family pet - that deserve to be shared 
with everyone. 

To start the ball rolling, I am very proud of my 17 year old 

granddaughter who passed her 
driving licence this month.  Not 
only that, she managed to score a 
goal in her soccer game recently, 
much to her surprise. 

If you would like to  share a proud 
moment, please send the details to me - 
yvonneberry47@gmail.com - and I would be 
happy to include it here in braggers' corner. 

Braggers'/celebration corner 

A Word or Two about this and that 
 Yvonne Berry 

Social lunches/outings for June-July 
 Di Johnson 

U3A Beaudesert members enjoying lunch at the Aussie Thai restaurant in Beaudesert 



For sale 

Caravan for sale by a Beaudesert U3A member.  Sleeps 3.  

Annexe converts into a room.  Easy towing - 12' 6".  All 

curtains included , 3-way oven, 3-way fridge, small table, sink 

cupboards. Lights 240v, 4 burner hotplate.  Heaps of storage 

in caravan also under caravan and a water tank outside.  Price 

$12,500. 

Contact details Sandra - 07 5543 2646, mobile 041 8582 182, 

email sandracollins316@gmail.com. 

Fun with words 
 contributed by Pat Millard The English language is a fascinating language.  Consider these anagrams: 

When you rearrange the letters ... the word becomes ... 

PRESBYTERIAN  Best in prayer  

ASTRONOMER  Moon starer 

DESPERATION  A rope ends it  

THE EYES   They see  

THE MORSE CODE  Here come dots  

DORMITORY  Dirty room  

SLOT MACHINES Cash lost in me  

 

 

ANIMOSITY Is no amity  

ELECTION RESULTS Lies - let's recount  

SNOOZE ALARMS  Alas! No more Zs 

A DECIMAL POINT I'm a dot in place  

THE EARTHQUAKES That queer shake 

ELEVEN PLUS TWO Twelve plus one 

and for the grand finale 
MOTHER IN LAW Woman Hitler 

Kids really do say it how it is 

NUDITY  
I was driving with my three young children one warm 
summer evening when a woman in the convertible ahead 
of us stood up and waved. She was stark naked!  As I 
was reeling from the shock, I heard my five year old 
shout from the back seat, 'Mum, that lady isn't wearing a 
seat belt!' 

OPINIONS 
On the first day of school, a first grader handed his 
teacher a note from his mother.  The note read, 'The 
opinions expressed by this child are not necessarily 
those of his parents.' 

KETCHUP  
A woman was trying hard to get the ketchup out of the 
bottle.  During her struggle the phone rang so she asked 
her four year old daughter to answer the phone. 'Mummy 
can't come to the phone to talk to you right now. She's 
hitting the bottle..' 

Did you know ... 

 Australia is one of the few countries that eats their 
national animal (even if we just put it in dog food.) 

 Per capita, we read more newspapers than any other 
nation. 

 The largest Greek population outside of Athens is found in 
Melbourne. 

 The Australian Alps receive more snow than Switzerland. 

from the website mammamia.com.au 

Can vegetarians eat animal crackers? 
Why do they put braille on drive-through bank machines? 

Do infants enjoy infancy as much as adults enjoy adultery? 

Can an atheist get insurance against acts of God? 

Would a fly without wings be called a walk? 

Books are alive !! 
 Andy Fechner 
Books are amazing things, a source 
of wonder since the first printed 
pages started to come off the early 
crude presses in medieval times and 
were made available to the general populace. 

Now they are available in digital electronic format at the 
touch of a finger, or press another and hear them spoken 
from your device. However, whether in printed hard copy or 
electronic form each book has a life of its own. 

As a devotee of the printed form, I have a fairly large 
collection of novels, reference books and biographies 
stored on my bookshelves---and they are all just asleep, or 
in suspended animation. I could never throw away or burn 
a book; though at the urging of my better half I have 
occasionally donated copies to the Library for sale or 
distribution. 

So why are books alive?? 

Think about it - you open a book and the words come alive 
in your mind, painting a picture that only you can see!  
Different people read the same words, but everyone sees a 
slightly different scenario as heroes and heroines battle 
villains, and any numbers of events unfold. 

Close the book and it goes back to sleep, waiting patiently 
like an old friend for you to wake it up again…… 

For the love of books, Andy Fechner 



The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the named individual contributor alone and do not necessarily reflect the views of  the 
editor, U3A committee, U3A, or its members. 


