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Friends of the committee 

President's piece 
 Andy Fechner 

If you would like to join with the 
following people who have nominated 
that they will help where they can at 
occasional events outings and 
functions, your involvement will be 
most welcome.  

June Carey  Patricia Castles 
Carol Castles  Trish Alexander 
Denice Knight  Rita Evans  
Lise Leatherbarrow Catherine Kelly 
Rosemary Ryan 

To register as a friend of the 
committee, please contact:  

• Andy Fechner president OR  
• Donna Fowler course coordinator  

P  5541 2072  |  5543 3739 

E  andyfechner@bigpond.com 
 normdonna@dodo.com.au 

Member of U3A Network Queensland 

     W  www.beaudesertu3a.com  |  E u3abeaudesert@gmail.com  |  M  0408 801 780 

President 
Andy Fechner Ph 5541 2072 

Vice President/Publicity Officer 
Ray Folley Ph 5544 2024 

Secretary/Newsletter 
Yvonne Berry Ph 5541 2604 

Treasurer 
Pat Millard Ph 5541 2492 

Assistant Treasurer 
Michele Goucher Ph 5541 3870 

Course coordinator  
Donna Fowler Ph 5543 3739 

Webmaster 
George Evans Ph 5541 0706 

Facebook 
Finella Loch Ph 5541 4491 

Social activities facilitator 
Di Johnson Ph 0468 849 448 

Membership Secretaries 
Sue Estbergs Ph 5541 4445 
Sue Manning Ph 3200 1619 

Best wishes for a very happy birthday for these Beaudesert 
U3A members celebrating birthdays in June: 

Margaret Dunn Douglas Maultby Ray Folley  
Linda Simister Sandra Maxwell  Des Fox 
Peter Newman Mary Fraser  Marcia Pain 
Sandra Grieve Virginia Parker  Lois Jackson  
Mavis Rostedt Judith Logan  Marian Schwarz  
Barbara Love Joan Wilderspin 

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the named individual contributor 
alone and do not necessarily reflect the views of  the editor, U3A committee, U3A, or its members. 

Beaudesert U3A are pleased to welcome Don Henderson, 
Leonie Finster and Elaine Upson.  We trust you are enjoying the 
activities you have chosen for yourselves, where, we are sure, 

you will make many new friends. 

Gremlins and other nasties 

Our web site has been down since 1400 hrs on 6 May due to a malware/virus 
attack on our host system 0Catch.com in the USA.  We have now changed our 
hosting to GoDaddy.  However it will take up to seven more days for the 
complete changeover of data from the old site to the new.  This problem has 
been out of our control and we hope that we can get the system up and running 
on a more solid operating platform.  

George Evans Webmaster 

And so May draws to a 
close, and we are almost 
into the last month of the 
financial year.  For those 
who may need to, it will 
soon be time to drag out 
the financial records and 
get ready to do battle with 
the Taxation Office.  
(Based on current news 
events, they may be too 
busy shuffling the deck 
chairs to pay too much 
attention to what we are 
up to)!! 

Our term two draws to a 
close this month in line 
with the school term, 
finishing on Friday 23 
June. Most (but not all) of 
our course activities 
continue through this 
holiday break.  Please 
check with your course 
tutor/facilitator for details.  

One of the major Scenic 
Rim events commences 
at the start of the school 
holidays….Eat Local 

Week.  Now in its seventh 
year, this event has grown 
each year, and is 
supported by Tourism and 
Events Queensland’s 
Destination Events 
Programme.  I urge you to 
pick up a free programme 
booklet from any of the 
local outlets: the 
Beaudesert Library, 
Tourist Information Centre 
and Scenic Rim Council 
Offices to name a few.  
There are some great 
new additions this year, 
but still the old favourites 
as well.  Plan some visits 
accordingly, and don’t 
miss this opportunity to 
see some of what your 
region has to offer. It runs 
from the 24 June to 2 
July. 

On Thursday and Friday 
18 and 19 May, I attended 
a two-day U3A Network 
Qld State Conference at 
Tweed Heads, hosted by 

U3A Twin Towns.  Over 
100 delegates from 
throughout Queensland 
enjoyed the guest 
speakers and displays, 
and most importantly the 
opportunity to network 
with their peers from other 
U3As.  A number of U3As 
are celebrating their 30th 
birthdays this year, and 
given we have only been 
operating since 2011, I 
am very proud of our 
achievements in such a 
relatively short time. 

At the U3A Network Qld 
AGM which was held in 
conjunction with the 
Conference, I was re-
elected as a Committee 
member of that body for 
2017/18 and will 
represent the interests of 
the Scenic Rim U3A 
branches. 

Till next edition 

Andy Fechner 

Birthdays wishes 



Acoustic guitar 
Thursdays Centacare rooms 1.30 pm-3.30 pm.  Tutor Ken 
Jurd. 
Contact Laurel 5541 2072 email andyfechner@bigpond.com 

Aqua aerobics 
In recess until September 2017. 
Contact Paulette 5543 1261  

Art appreciation 
Thursdays 10 am-12 noon Centacare rooms. Contact Mary 
5544 3146 or Jean 5541 3706 

Art group “The Limners” 
Wednesdays 9 am-12 noon at the Centacare rooms. 
Contact Denice 5546 9879  

Book club 
Meets first Monday of each month 2 pm-4 pm at 151 Cedar 
Grove Road Cedar Grove.  Cheese, nibbles, tea, coffee 
provided.  BYO drinks. 
Contact Lynn 5543 1430 or mobile 041 707 8712  

Card playing - Beaudesert 
Every Monday 1 pm-4 pm at Centacare rooms Enjoy euchre, 
canasta, samba, 500 or Bolivia. 
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 

Card playing - Jimboomba 
Meets every Thursday afternoon 12 noon-3 pm at Dorrington 
House Jimboomba. 
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 

Croquet club 
Play Tuesdays 9 am-12 noon at Laravale School of … 
situated in Christmas Creek Road.  Contact George 5541 
0706 or Trish 042 948 9989 

Computer group 
Mondays 10 am-12 noon at Centacare bistro room.  Members 
may bring their laptop along for assistance by tutors or 
computer group members with individual tasks or problems.   
Contact George 5541 0706  

Gardening group - BUGs 
Meet third Friday of each month 10.00 am-12 noon at 
Centacare.  Trips away between each meeting.   
Contact Liz 048 815 5506, email brizzie@bigpond.com 

General discussion group 
Meets Tuesdays 9.30 am-11.30 am Beaucare Community 
Room 44 Tina Street Beaudesert.  General discussions on 
any subject group members propose. 
Contact Andy 5541 2072 
Jigsaw library 
Select a jigsaw (or a wasgij) to use from the library.  For 
selection and collection contact Sandra 5541 0978. 

Mahjong - Jimboomba 
Meets every Tuesday 11 am-2 pm Dorrington House 
Jimboomba.   
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689 

Mahjong - Beaudesert 
Thursday afternoons 1 pm-3.30 pm Centacare rooms.  
Beginners welcome. 
Contact Denise 5541 2801 

Mosaics 

Meet Mondays 1.30 pm-3.30pm at 533 Cryna Road 
Beaudesert.  A hands-on course in a fascinating art form. 
Facilitator Beryl/contact Tina 0418 780 861 

Nordic walking 
Meet by the pool/library Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings, walk 6.30 am-7.30 am . You will need a pair of 
poles, comfortable sports walking shoes, bottle of water. 
Contact Lawrie 0423 322 975 

Social conversational French 
Every Monday 1.00 pm-3.00 pm  Centacare rooms. 
Contact Jane 5541 2321 

Social lunch/outing - June 
The next social lunch will be held on Friday 9 June at the 
Park Ridge Tavern, 3698-3712 Mt Lindesay Highway. 

RSVP to Di Johnson 
Phone/text  0468 849 448 
Email  candyroxy1946@gmail.com 

Social tennis 
Wednesdays 8 am-12 noon venue Beaudesert tennis courts 
Boonah Road. 
Contact Tex 5541 4772  

Table tennis 
Thursdays 9 am-12 noon held at the Uniting Church hall. 
Contact Des or Pamela 5541 2662 or 0448 133 146  

Current courses - term two 2017  
18 April-23 June 

All course participants must be paid up members of 
Beaudesert U3A.  Most sessions have a minimum fee of $2 
towards venue expenses (tea/coffee aircon etc.)  If 
necessary, extra course costs for other requirements will be 
set by tutors. 
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Course coordinator - Donna Fowler   |   P   5543 3739 |   E  normdonna@dodo.com.au 



Beaudesert U3A Croquet Group has been playing Croquet at 
Laravale School of… for one complete term and has grown 
rapidly to 13 casual players with an average turn up of nine 
members.  Unfortunately, we could only play two teams of 
four and someone had to sit out each time.  The equipment 
we used was borrowed and a number of us had to share a 
mallet to play with.   

 After explaining our shortfall of equipment to our President 
Andy Fechner, he applied for a grant from  the Scenic Rim 
Regional Council Community Grants board.  As a result we 
are very grateful to have recently received a grant from the 
Scenic Rim Regional Council which has enabled us to 
purchase two complete sets of balls, (one primary and one 
secondary) .  We also from the same grant, managed to 
purchase two sets of hoops, (all pictured above) enabling us 
to set up a second green which means everyone can play 
without having to sit out on the side lines. 

Tex White, a founder member of Beaudesert U3A, has very 
kindly made three spare mallets (also pictured above) which 
were made from materials donated by Tex and two other 
members.  With the grant from Council and the spare mallets 
owned by Beaudesert U3A, this will also allow for expansion 
of the group and give others the opportunity to enjoy a 
relaxing and not too strenuous sport with a strong social 
content.  Without the council grant we would have had to 
leave a large number of people out.  We still have a long way 
to go before we can start to challenge other U3A groups to a 
game of croquet, but we will have a lot of fun on the way. 

George Evans and Trish Alexander 
Joint facilitators and tutors 

Twenty eight members took advantage of the  $15 specials 
and also the 20 percent discount offered from the other 
main menu at the Beaudesert Hotel at the May social 
lunch day outing. 

The service was good, and I heard only one complaint about food quality. ( I had the 
beef cheeks braised in a Bundaberg Rum reduction, so tender you could eat them with 
just a fork). 

Next month we are returning to the Park Ridge Tavern, where we previously 
experienced $10 lunch offers, and some excellent service in an area separate from the 
main dining area. 

See page 2 for contact details. 

Course closure 
Regretfully, because of declining 
numbers, the HAPII group has now 
been cancelled. 

Thank you to those who did attend 
and we trust you enjoyed the 
sessions.  Our grateful thanks to 
Jenine for giving so freely of her time, 
and travelling the distance from 
Sarabah to Beaudesert each week. 

Social lunch - May 
 Andy Fechner 

(Above) June, Marilyn and Margot await their lunch orders Sue, Johnny, Trish, and Judith are all smiles at the May lunch 

Croquet 
 George Evans 

The 
BUGs 
garden 

group travelled to 
Wynnum recently to 
Jerry Coleby-Williams’ 
sustainable garden.  
Such an interesting and 
well organised garden 
with an amazing array of 

unusual food plants, many of 
which were for sale.  Jerry 
gave Liz some heritage seeds 
to share among BUGs at our 
next get-together.  After a 
good explore around the 
garden, lunch was fish and 
chips on the esplanade 
followed by a leisurely stroll 
down the pier.   

The wonderful Donna organised a raffle, 
which included husband Norm’s fabulous 
“bug hotel” and this was won by Carmel 
Carter.  Second prize went to Pam Fox.  
At our next group meeting, Bob Topping 
will be speaking to us about native bees.  
Jerry has stressed the importance of bees 
in our eco-system so this should be most 
enlightening. 

BUGs 
 Liz Avery 

(Top)  Joan and Marilyn admiring some of the amazing plants 
(Below) Sabby looks pretty pleased with her purchases. 
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Congratulations !! 

What is your favourite 
time of the day? 
Early morning as I like 
to get out in the garden. 

As a child, what did you want to be when you 
grew up? 
A farmer's wife. 

What is your perfect pizza? 
Chicken and camembert. 

If you could select one person from history and 
have them truthfully answer a question, who 
would that be and what would be the question? 
Helensville, north of Auckland, New Zealand 
where I was born and grew up, was named after 

my great great great Aunty Helen McLeod.  I 
would have loved to have met her and asked 
her about her life. 

What is the best advice anyone ever gave you? 
My mother told me "you make your bed, you lie 
in it" just before I married my first husband 
whom she did not like. 

Who was your role model when you were 
growing up? 
My father. 

If you could have one superpower, what would it 
be? 
To go back in time with what you 
know now. 

Meet one of the new committee  
     members 

Donna Fowler 
Course Coordinator 
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Thank you to all of our sponsors 

   
Heit's Quality  Meats 
B E A U D E S E R T  B U T C H E R Y  

Give the gift of literacy 

As a young boy, Jim Caswell loved 
to run, his favourite distance being the 880 

yards, (now 800 metres.)  He usually was 
in first place each time. 

Beaudesert Shire used to have a half mile 
race and in 1969, at the age of 26, Jim 

participated in it .  He won it easily, and that 
was after training for only three months.  Then 

fate intervened when he had a serious farm 
accident and he finished up watching the event the next year.  
There was no competing for him for two more years and then 
he had another go and got second.   

Jim did not do any more competitive running until 1995 when 
he competed in the Inaugural Masters’ Games held in 
Townsville.  A school teacher from Canungra talked him into 
entering.  Again, just three months out from the event, he 
started training, all of which was done on the farm.  This time 
he was up against serious runners and he won the bronze 
medal in the 800 m with a time of 2:29.9 in the men's 50-54 
age group. 

Probably one of the highlights of Jim's life was when he was 
selected, along with Andrew Ludwig and a young girl from the 
high school, to carry the torch (for 400 m) for the 2000 
Sydney Olympics.  Jim answered an ad in the Courier Mail 
asking for people to put their names forward to carry the 

torch.  He had to sell himself in 
100 words stating his contribution 
to the community.  He was 
advised of his selection in 
December 1999 and in January 
2000 it was announced to the 
public.  The torch's journey 
started from Uluru with Evonne 
Goolagong carrying it for the first 
leg.  Then on day four, 11 
January 2000, torch bearer 069 
(Jim Caswell) was handed the 
torch and he was on his way with 
it. 

Jim's family has been in the area 
since 1860.  The family originally 
settled in Woodhill and moved to 
Canungra in 1893. Jim is a 
retired dairy and beef farmer.   

Arthritis may have slowed him 
down but has not stopped him.  
Jim is an active member of 
Beaudesert U3A and he 
continues with his sport, playing 
tennis and table tennis, and is a 
keen card player. 

Olympic torch bearer, 
#069, Jim Caswell 

 

Bragger's corner 

Any U3A members who love reading 
could be interested in a new project 
which is being explored by the 
Beaudesert State School and the 
Friends of Beaudesert Library.   

This is an early morning reading 
program which is planned for one 
morning each week before school 
(probably Wednesday, but not yet set in 
stone!) with adult helpers encouraging 
children to approach reading both 
happily and confidently.   

The school chaplain, Jade Cocks, will 
work with classroom teachers in 
selecting children. who would benefit 
from such intensive help.  As Jade says, 
“It is so important that we read with our 
children… the ability to read crosses 
over into all aspects of learning.” 

Anyone interested would be very 
welcome as a member of Friends of 
Beaudesert Library (it’s a very moderate 
$2 per year, just to cover incidental 
costs).  An information session will be 
held at the school to provide further 

details.  Please email 
foblsecretary@gmail.com or phone 
Cheryl Folley on 5544 2024.  Joining 
forms are available from the front 
counter at the library. 

(If you do join this program, you’ll need a 
Blue Card.  These are available free 
through the library – Llinos Hanson has 
the application forms) which are  also 
available online at 
https://www.bluecard.qld.gov.au/volunte
ers/howdoiapply.html.  

1967 was quite an auspicious year for some of our U3A 
members.  Felicity Ferret has been on the loose and has 
sniffed out that Rita and George Evans recently celebrated 
their 50th (Golden) wedding anniversary and that Margaret  

and Tex White will celebrate theirs in June.   
Congratulations to both couples and to all 
the other 67-ers who will be celebrating 
their 50th this year too. 



Recently Pat was fortunate enough to be house 
sitting in Aldinga Beach, close to Adelaide, for 
friends and being the kind lady that she is, she 
asked her fellow "M(o)useketeers" to fly over for 
a visit which, of course, we took full advantage 
of.  We had a wonderful week together with lots 
of fun and laughter involved.  Here are a few of 
the things we got up to: 

 

(Top row L-R) We ate, drank and were 
quite merry on a few occasions whilst 
putting the world to rights. 

(Middle row L-R)  We visited the seaside 
where we paddled (well one of us did!) 
and Pat and Di looked out for ships!  No 
prizes for guessing what they said! 

(Left and above)  We had a lesson in 
history and admired the beautiful rocks. 

(Above)  
We admired the 
gorgeous roses which 
were growing 
everywhere, even in 
the front of the 
shopping centre. 

(Below, L and R)  
We visited a vineyard 
where we partook of a 
little wine tasting (it 
would have been rude 
not to!) 

Our trip to Aldinga Beach 
 aka "The Adventures of Beaudesert's Three "M(o)useketeers", Pat, Di and Sue 

 Wine improves with age.  The older I get, the better I like it. 
I cook with wine, sometimes I even add it to the food. 

I had a fruit smoothie today and I went for a beautiful hike. 
(Translation  - I got drunk and rolled down the stairs) 5 
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Thank you to all of our sponsors 

 

. 

But probably the funniest part for Pat and I 
was when Di taught us how to tell the time on 
a circular thermometer (yes, thermometer!!)  
“Goodness”, says Di one afternoon, “is it ten 
past eight already?” 

Contributed by Sue Manning, M(o)useketeer 
number two. 

(L-R)  
We strolled along the shore 
and watched the sun set. 

(Below L-R)  
We played cards every night 
(of course we did!) …  

… and one of us switched 
between despair and hysteria. 

Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly....... they lit a 
fire in the craft, it sank, proving once and for all that you 
can't have your kayak and heat it.  

What do you call a fish with no eyes?...............  A fish.  

I finally got it together……….but forgot where I put it. 

Marathon runners with bad footwear suffer the agony of 
defeat. 

A man takes his Rottweiller to the vet. 'My dog is cross-eyed, 
is there anything you can do for him?' 
'Well,' said the vet, 'let's have a look at him'... 
So he picks the dog up and examines his eyes, then he 
checks his teeth. Finally, he says,  
'I'm going to have to put him down.' 'What? Because he's 
cross-eyed?' 
'No, because he's really heavy'. 

Contributed by Pat Millard 


