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If you would like to join with the 
following people who have nominated 
that they will help where they can at 
occasional events outings and 
functions, your involvement will be 
most welcome.  

June Carey  Patricia Castles 
Carol Castles  Trish Alexander 
Denice Knight  Gwen Elliott  
Rita Evans  Margaret White 
Lise Leatherbarrow 

To register as a Friend of the 
Committee please contact:  

 Andy Fechner president OR  

 Laurel Fechner course coordinator  

P  5541 2072 

E  andyfechner@bigpond.com  

Friends of the committee 

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this 
newsletter are those of the named individual 
contributor alone and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of  the editor, U3A committee, U3A, or 
its members. 

Well, I hope you have enjoyed your 
official extra day of Summer! 

For those who may have lost count, 
we got a 29

th
 day into February this 

year, compliments of course to a leap 
year. I have always had a little 
sympathy for those born on 29 
February, although there may be 
some advantages later in life by 
being technically able to keep the 
years at bay…!! 

Now we are into March, and what a 
busy month ahead……courses as 
usual, with weather playing a big part 
in our offerings, as aqua aerobics is 
dependent upon the pool being open.  

1. We have a great social lunch 
outing planned for 11

 
March at Albert 

Valley Winery. 

2. Your U3A will be represented at 
the Council’s Savvy, Wise and Well 
day on 14

 
March at the Beaudesert 

RSL. Come along to this free 
community event, (details on page 6 
of OWLS). 

3. Our first members’ morning tea for 
2016 will be on Friday18 March at 

President's piece 
                 Andy Fechner 

Centacare, following our Annual 
General Meeting which starts at 
10.00am. A committee for 2016 will be 
elected on the day, and we have 
nominations for all positions. 

4. The very next day (Saturday 19) sees 
local Council elections taking place, 
along with a referendum for fixed terms 
for Government. (Don’t forget to 
vote)…!! 

5. At the end of the following week, term 
one for school (and for U3A) ends on 
Thursday 24 March, followed by Good 
Friday and the Easter weekend ….. 
phew! Have I missed anything?  

Having said that, I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all a happy and 
holy Easter….may it be all that you 
hope for. Keep safe if you plan to travel, 
and take a break from the calorie 
counting and enjoy some chocolate 
treats. 

I look forward to seeing you at our AGM 
and free members’ morning tea on 18

 

March… 

Until next edition 

Andy 

Annual General Meeting and members' free morning tea 
Friday 18 March commencing 10.00 am 

Centacare Petersen Street Beaudesert 

We extend a warm Beaudesert U3A  to more new members: 
 Carolyn Shirley Gail Underwood  
 Patricia Stuhmcke  Patricia Lamb  
 Gabriele Michelsen  Barbara Mackenzie  
 Janna Halioris  Judith Zaugg  
 Jin Qiu Han (Maria) Harold (Harry) Jackson 
 Judith Logan Barbara Barbey 
 Loraine Laverty  

and we are sure you will make many new friends at the activities you have 
chosen for yourself. 

Welcome to Beaudesert U3A 

Remember to vote - Saturday 19 March 2016 



Current courses - Term one 2016  
Monday 25 January-Thursday 24 March 

All course participants must be paid up members of 
Beaudesert U3A ($25) per annum (couples $40).  Most 
sessions have a minimum fee of $2 towards venue expenses 
(tea/coffee aircon etc.)  If necessary extra course costs for 
other requirements will be set by tutors. 
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History of Art  
Meets Thursday mornings 10 am-12 noon Centacare rooms.  
The course should appeal to lovers of art and/or history. 
Contact Jean 5541 3706 

Jigsaw library 
Select a jigsaw to use from the library.  For selection and 
collection contact Sandra 5541 0978. 

Mah Jong - Jimboomba 
Meets every Tuesday afternoon 11 am-2 pm Dorrington 
House Jimboomba.   
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689. 

Mah Jong - Beaudesert 
Meets Thursday afternoons 1 pm-3.30 pm Centacare rooms.  
Beginners welcome. 
Contact Denise 5541 2801 

Mosaics 

Meet Mondays 1.30 pm-4 pm at 533 Cryna Road 
Beaudesert.  A hands-on course in this fascinating art form 
which will encourage your imagination to create delightful 
objects. 
Contact Beryl 5541 2120 

Nordic walking 
Meet Wednesday and Friday mornings 6.00-7.00 am at the 
soccer field by Beaudesert tennis courts.  Wear a 
comfortable pair of sports walking shoes, bring a pair of 
poles and a bottle of water.  
Contact Lawrie 0423 322 975 

Social lunches/outings 
U3A members' and guests' social lunches/outings will be 
held on the second Friday of the month.  Next outing 11 
March - see page 4 for details  

Social tennis 
Wednesdays 8 am-12 noon venue Beaudesert tennis courts 
Boonah Road 
Contact Tex 5541 4772 

Table tennis 
Thursdays 9 am-12 noon held at the Uniting Church hall. 
Contact Des or Pamela 5541 2662 or 0448 133 146  

Acoustic guitar 
Tuesdays Centacare rooms 2 pm-3 pm. 
Contact Laurel 5541 2072 email andyfechner@bigpond.com 

Afternoon tea - your place or mine? 
Meets first Wednesday of each month 1 pm-3 pm alternately 
at course members' homes. 
Contact Tina 0418 780 861 or Laurel 5541 2072 

Aqua aerobics 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 7.30 am-8.30 am at the 
Beaudesert swimming pool. Clean rubber soled shoes 
recommended as well as a sun hat and sunscreen. 
Contact Paulette 5543 1261  

Art appreciation 
Third Wednesday each month nominal time 10 am-12 noon 
at Centacare bistro room if not on an outing - usually 
involving art gallery visits with Tricia.  A chance to look at and 
discuss works of art on display in the Scenic Rim and 
masterpieces from around the world. 
Contact Tricia 5544 1462 

Art group “The Limners” 
Wednesdays 9 am-12 noon at the Centacare rooms. 
Contact Denice 5546 9879  

Book club 
Meets first Monday of each month 2 pm-4 pm at 151 Cedar 
Grove Road Cedar Grove.  Cheese nibbles tea coffee 
provided.  BYO drinks. 
Contact Lynn 5543 1430 or mobile 041 707 8712  

Bridge 
Meets every Wednesday morning 9.30 am-11.30 am 
Kurrajong Park Jimboomba. 
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689 

Card playing - Beaudesert 
Every Monday 1 pm-4 pm at Centacare rooms Enjoy euchre 
canasta samba 500 and bolivia (focus on bolivia.) 
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 

Card playing - Jimboomba 
Meets every Thursday afternoon 12 noon-3 pm at Dorrington 
House Jimboomba. 
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 

Computer group 
Mondays 10 am-12 noon at Centacare bistro room.  Hands 
on computer application.  Most members bring their laptop 
along and are assisted by tutors or computer group members 
with individual tasks or problems.   
Contact George 5541 0706  

Conversational French 
Mondays 1 pm-3 pm at Centacare rooms.  Introduction to 
conversational French. 
Contact Jane 5541 2321 

Genealogy club 
No set days - Tricia is willing to help out anyone who is 
interested one on one.   Participants generally meet monthly 
by arrangement to discuss progress. 
Contact Tricia 5544 1462 or email shikeo@bigpond.com 

General discussion group 
Meets Tuesdays 9.30 am-11.30 am Beaucare Community 
Room 44 Tina Street Beaudesert.  General discussions on 
any subject the group wishes.  Group participation is the key 
here.   
Contact Andy 5541 2072 

Course coordinator - Laurel Fechner 
P   5541 2072   |   M   0417 644 506 
E   andyfechner@bigpond.com 

(L-R) Barry Chatel, Linda Simister (visitors from Mt Tamborine 

U3A), Denise Smallwood, mahjong tutor Beaudesert 



 

As you can see the bookworms relax at this casual afternoon at Lynn’s place 
- (below and right) Pat Caverly, Elizabeth Tate, Gloria Bremer, and Barry 
Owen). 

The Book Club started out 
with a selected “book of 
the month” where all 
members read the same 
book and gave their 
opinion on that book at the 
next meeting.  However we 
found it difficult to get enough copies of the current book from one source 
so we decided to read our own selection and discuss/recommend (or not) 
those books at the next meeting. 

We have continued this and included a discussion time on topics of 
interest as well as “having a chat” on events/personal interests and throw 
in a bit of gossip to boot. 

Afternoon tea is provided by Lynn, ie tea coffee iced water cheese 
crackers and fruit, at no cost to the members or U3A Beaudesert.  You are welcome to bring a bottle of wine or soft drink. 

Currently we have five regular members and we meet on the first Monday of the month at Lynn’s place 151 Cedar Grove 
Road between 2pm-4pm, phone 5543 1430.  You’re welcome to come along and enjoy the casual friendly fun and often 
informative afternoon. 

Book club 
 Lynn Lewis 

You may notice that there is a 
change in the title of this course. 
That is because, after 24 weeks, 
we have completed the History of 

European Art and are moving on.  Mary Street has agreed to 
share her DVDs and knowledge to present a 12 week course 
on the History of American Art. (Actually those attending 
became quite fond of the presenter of the DVDs and wanted 
to continue the association) 

Welcome to the masterworks of American art 
In this 24-lecture course, we explore the remarkable history 
of American art from its origins in the colonial past until 
shortly before the First World War. 

Almost from the beginning, American art was, like America 
itself, independent, forward-looking, innovative, and at times 
even rebellious.  Perhaps this was because before it was the 
art of a new nation, it was the art of a New World, and there 
was no existing artistic or literary model sufficient to 
completely encompass it. 

While featuring the works of more than 50 of the greatest 
American artists of the period, we will show the most 
important painters in some depth so that the high 
achievement of American art will become undeniably clear.    

The course will be held at Centacare from 10am-noon weekly 
commencing on Thursday 3

 
March.  Do join us on this 

exciting journey.  We look forward to seeing you.  Contact 
Jean, 5541 3706 or Tricia 5544 1462 or email 
shikeo@bigpond.com for further details. 

History of Art 
 Tricia Edward 

Picture from the website www.tfaoi.com 

(L-R) Elizabeth Tate, Pat Caverly, Barry Owen 
enjoying playing mah-jong at Dorrington House, 

Jimboomba 

(L-R) John Leatherbarrow, Bruce Avery (with tutor Ken Jurd) 
figuring out new chords/songs 
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37 U3A members and two of their guests 
attended lunch at the RSL Canungra recently.  
The food was hot, well presented and tasty 
and everyone seemed to enjoy their meals.  
As they were short staffed on the day,U3A 
member Lise Leatherbarrow pitched in and 
took orders and arranged collection of the 
payments.  Full marks though to the 
cook/waitress who managed to get out all the 
meals on her own in a fairly timely fashion.  
Prior to lunch, some members visited the 
nearby Leahy Tunnel which was built from 
1901-1903 by a Mr Clark and is now heritage-
listed.  

Social lunch/outing February 

(L-R clockwise)  Jane Blunck, June Carey, Judy West, Marilyn Taylor, Lynnette 
Weckert, Patricia Castles lunching at the Canungra RSL 

Social lunch/outing March 
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The next lunch/outing will be on Friday 11 March at 
the Albert Valley Winery, 869 Mundoolun 
Connection Road (near the corner Beaudesert-
Beenleigh Road, just before Tamborine Village, 
beginning at 12 pm.   

They are offering a seniors' menu, a tour of the 
winery and a sheep dog demonstration, all for 
$25/head (drinks extra).  Sounds like an excellent 
offer.   

RSVP Di Johnson, by 6 March, phone/text 0468 
849 448, email candyroxy1946@gmail.com, to 
confirm your attendance .   

Partners and/or friends of members are also 
welcome to attend. 

Easter specials ... 
Grassfed porterhouse steak 

 $23.90/kg 

Hands of pickled pork 

 $5.90/kg 
Pork loin chops 

 $13.99/kg 
Crumbed lamb chops 

 $8.99/kg 

Heit's Butchery 
4 William Street | Beaudesert 

Phone 5541 2600 



Drivers wanted for a community project 
Got time on your hands?  RSL Beaudesert in conjunction, 
with the Queensland Ambulance Service, is looking for 
volunteers to drive members of the community to and from 
hospital appointments and other necessary medical 
requirements.  The service offered is via four mini buses and 
a sedan vehicle all of which only require an open car licence 
and a medical clearance. 

If you are willing and interested in volunteering as a driver, 
please contact  the RSL Beaudesert (sub branch) phone 
5541 3720 or email subbranch1@bigpond.com. 

Classic movies 
For all you classic movie buffs out there 
- did you know that once a month, there 
is a screening of a classic movie at either The 
Centre Beaudesert, or the Cultural Centre, Boonah.  For the 
princely admittance charge of $5 (complimentary cup of tea 
or coffee and a biscuit or two included) you get to watch 
some of the most well known Hollywood flicks from 
yesteryear. 

On Thursday 17 March Butch Cassidy will be screened at 
The Centre.   
Future movies include: 
 An American in Paris *Guys and Dolls 
 *Rear Window Around the World in 80 Days
 *The Pink Panther The Time of their Lives
 Roman Holiday *Vertigo  
 It's a Wonderful Life 

The sessions begin at 10.00 am. 

Keep an eye on the community column of the Beaudesert 
Times to see what is on (and the venue) each month or 
check out the Scenic Rim Council web page. 

* Screening at the Cultural Centre, Boonah. 

Wanted - new group facilitators 
Are you a keen photographer or fisherman?  Do 

you know how to play petanque or croquet?   
Are you a fluent speaker of Spanish, Italian or 

German?   Do  you have a skill or 
hobby that you would like to share 
with other like-minded people?   

To keep U3A interesting for its 
members and to grow the 

diversity of activities/courses, members are encouraged to put 
themselves forward to guide a group and share their 
knowledge and skill.  You don't need to be an expert or hold a 
formal qualification to facilitate a group.   

Course coordinator Laurel, phone 5541 2071, email 
andyfechner@bigpond.com would love to hear from you if you 
are willing and able to start up and run a new group. 

Famous people in history 
 contributed by Barry Owen 

Marshal Michel Ney 1769 to 1815  'The Bravest of the 
Brave' 

The son of a barrel 
cooper, he joined the 
French Army and rose to 
be second in command of 
the forces led by 
Napoleon Bonaparte. 

He fought in every major 
battle and was the last 
Frenchman to cross the 
bridge at Beresina which 
led to safety on the retreat 
from Moscow.  After the 
retreat from Moscow, and 
Napoleon’s defeat at 
Leipzig, Ney, along with 
other Marshals, 

persuaded Napoleon Bonaparte to abdicate and be exiled to 
Elba.  King Louis XVI was restored to the French crown and 
Ney was appointed head of the new army. 

When Napoleon escaped from Elba, Ney was ordered to 
arrest him, but instead joined him. 

At Waterloo, Ney attacked with his cavalry against 
Wellington’s squares and was defeated.  After the battle, 
Louis XVI ordered that Ney be executed by firing squad.   Ney 
refused a blindfold, and was granted his last request, that he 
should be the one to give his soldiers the final command to 
“FIRE” at his execution.  

Picture from website https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michel_Ney 

Arts in the Olives Festival 
 Would you like to help? 

The annual Arts in the Olives Festival will be held on 
Sunday 8 May 2016, Mother's Day.  

Visitors to this vibrant day have increased enormously 
and BADCAP is keen to recruit some new volunteers 
to help run this exciting event. On Sunday 8 May 2016 
we need volunteers for tasks such as:  
• Collecting money at the entry gate,   
• Selling raffle tickets at the entry gate 
• Directing cars for parking,  

 Registration for the adult and children's 
 workshops 

 We also need help for setting up and packing up 
on Friday, Saturday and Monday 

We have descriptions for each task and we have 
preferred time slots for each task but this is flexible.  
All registered volunteers receive free entry to the 
Festival. 

If you or someone you know is able to give some time, 
we'd really appreciate hearing from you - 
Phone 55448104  - Sue and Rob  
Email artsintheolives@gmail.com or 
 worendo@bigpond.com 

A Word or Two about this and that
 Yvonne Berry 

It's that time of year again - Beaudesert U3A's Annual 
General Meeting and this year it is on Friday 18 March, 
commencing at 10.00 am in the Centacare rooms.   

Nominations for committee have now closed and no nominations 
will be accepted from the floor.  Morning tea will be provided so do 
come along, chat with fellow U3A members and get to know what 
goes on in some of the other activities, meet the committee and 
enjoy a cuppa and a bite to eat with us.  

For catering purposes, please RSVP to email 
u3abeaudesert@gmail.com, or phone/text 0408 801 780. 

It is also time to get out there and vote in the local body elections.  
The community depends on a strong, cooperating council so it 
behoves every person eligible to vote to exercise that right and 
make sure the best people are selected for the job.  Check the 
Beaudesert Times for details of polling booths, times, etc. 

Civic duty completed, then it's time to think about Easter. - and all 
that chocolate..  Take heart in the knowledge that as soon as you 
break the chocolate all the calories leak out  - and anyway, 
chocolate is made from cocoa beans which are vegetables ... 

I have to walk early in the morning, before my brain figures out 
what I'm doing... 

Every time I hear the dirty word 'exercise', I wash my mouth out 
with chocolate. 

I do have flabby thighs, but fortunately my stomach covers them. 
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Thank you to all of our sponsors 

Two blondes walk into a building - you'd think at least one of them would have seen it. 

Phone answering machine message - "If you want to buy marijuana, press the hash key..." 

I went to buy some camouflage trousers the other day ... but I couldn't find any. 

My friend drowned in a bowl of muesli - a strong currant pulled him in. 

A man came round in hospital after a serious accident.  He shouted, "Doctor, doctor, I can't feel my legs!'  
The doctor replied, "I know you can't, I've cut your arms off". 

Tommy Cooper one-liners 
 contributed by Pat Millard 

Garage doors with a difference 
 contributed by Hennie van Dyk 

The importance of walking – it can add time to your life.  This enables 
you at 87 years old to spend an additional five months in a nursing home 
at $4,000 per month. 


