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A tribute

by U3A member Tex White

President's piece

Andy Fechner

I am very happy to report that we have been successful in being awarded a grant of
$600 from the Scenic Rim Regional Council’s Community Grant Scheme - round 3.
We applied for this grant to help us
upgrade our table tennis equipment for
this ever more popular group. With an
extra table, and the replacement of
another, we will now be able to cater for at
least 20 players at the same time. In
addition, we expect to be hosting a visit
from the Boonah U3A table tennis group
in the near future, to reciprocate our visit
to their home base last year. (It pains me
to report that they flogged our visiting
team - BUT, our players have been
practicing hard!).
On another note, and as a bit of a follow
up on last month’s article, I have had to
shake my head at the crass efforts of
some businesses (who should know
better) to commercialise Anzac Day for
their own benefit. I can tolerate the
production and sale of commemorative
items for the 100th anniversary of the
Gallipoli landings, particularly if at least

This is a story that has been told before
Of our brave boys and girls who served in wars
Around the world on many battlefields.
As they departed Australia, they thought it was a lark
A chance to see the world, a chance to take part
In a great adventure, oh they were so wrong
They soon found out it was grand scale murder.
Death trying to find them every way they turned
The most frightening thing they had ever seen
The big guns roared, spewing fire and death
And men screamed in fear and agony
Blown to pieces, dozens at a time, never again to be found.
There, right there, once stood a brave young man
Now all there is, only body parts, and blood, soaking into the
sand
The only way they knew who he was
Was by his ID tags and a mark on what was left of his right hand
His family at home received the telegram
The one they all dreaded to receive
We regret your son has been killed in action in the war;
Oh the horror and the pain of it all
And who can explain the empty chair, the empty bed
A mother`s tears of sorrow, crying on her own

some portion of the profits gets back to
the likes of Legacy. However, the efforts
of marketing people to come up with
things like “fresh in our memories” are to
be decried, and were rightly withdrawn.
In any case, the whole “collectors” thing
seems to me to be much overdone … if
you bought every trinket and dust collector
on offer you would need an extra room to
put them in, and a bank loan to pay for
them!
Finally, a big “congratulations” to our
webmaster George Evans who has been
very busy upgrading our website, (have a
look at www.beaudesertu3a.com) and has
linked in a view to a Powerpoint
presentation about our U3A. Some
interesting photos of our groups and
classes are on it, and YOU may be
featured..!!
Until next month,
Andy Fechner

Her only son has gone, never to return
Did he die in vain?
Her husband sits in silence not offering her support
Except for a gruff, you all right love?
But inside he is crying, feeling extreme pain
He wants to scream to the world, where is the justice and the
need
For wars that kill and maim our young men and women
But being a man he feels the pressure to bottle up his emotions
He appears to be strong, but inside he is crying, dying for his son
But we must thank all of them, those who did not return and
those who did
For they gave everything for their country and their kin
And when they return home battle scarred and torn
We shall have a special parade, flag waving, marching in the
street.
And we will call this Anzac Day, to honour their brave deeds
So please remember, if you see a Defence Force personnel
Shake their hand and say thanks, for their dedication and skill
And we should all bow our heads and say
Lest We Forget!
In honour of Tex's father who served in Borneo WWII
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Welcome new members

Wanted - books, magazines, wot-nots ...

 Margaret Baxter
 Claire Ward
 Ron Smallwood
 Ann De La Haye
 Peter and Ann Cahill
 Bernie Grodecki
 Marian Schwarz
 John Lavery
 Dave and Pennie Hammond
 Eric Miller
 Eve Poole
 Ruth Vernall
Welcome to Beaudesert U3A. We look forward to seeing
you enjoying yourselves at our activities .

Looking for a chance to find a new home for books or
magazines that you can’t bear to just toss away? Or keen
to browse and look for titles in your own field of interest?
The Friends of Beaudesert Library are collecting for their
second-hand book sale (plus trash’n’treasure) on the deck
of the library during the Beaudesert Family Fun Day in
Jubilee Park on June 14, and would welcome contributions
from U3A members.
Books may be delivered to the library during opening hours
on Saturday, June 13 (9 am till noon), or phone 0410 489
989 to arrange an alternative. Any trash’n’treasure items
are also welcome.

Spelling is only part of it ...

Take a look at this paragraph. Can you read what it says? All the letters have been jumbled. Only the first and last letter of each word is
in the right place:. (Solution on page 6).

I cndulo't bvleiee taht I culod aulaclty uesdtannrd waht I was rdnaieg. Unisg the icndeblire pweor of the hmuan mnid,
aocdcrnig to rseecrah at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it dseno't mttaer in waht oderr the lterets in a wrod are, the olny irpoamtnt
tihng is taht the frsit and lsat ltteer be in the rhgit pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you can sitll raed it whoutit a
pboerlm. Tihs is bucseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey ltteer by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. Aaznmig, huh?
Yaeh and I awlyas tghhuot slelinpg was ipmorantt! See if yuor fdreins can raed tihs too.

Friends of the committee

Invitation to lunch(es)
We will be encompassing some new activities this
year with U3A Beaudesert, one of which will be social
lunches at various venues around local areas.
These lunches will be reasonably priced and will allow
members to get to know each other outside of our
usual activities. They will be held on the second
Friday of each month, venues to be advised in
O.W.L.S.
To enable us to gain the amount of interest from our
members, would you please either text or ring me
(0468 849 448) if you are interested in the lunches at
your earliest convenience so that we may organise the
first one.

Di Johnson
Social Activities Facilitator

If you would like to join with the following people who
have nominated that they will help where they can at
occasional events, outings and functions, your
involvement will be most welcome.
June Carey
Patricia Castles
Carol Castles
Trish Alexander
Denice Knight
Gwen Elliott
Tricia Edward
Rita Evans
Trish Fraser
Margaret White
To register as a Friend of the Committee, please contact:
 Andy Fechner, president OR


Laurel Fechner, course coordinator

P 5541 2072 | E andyfechner@bigpond.com

Date claimer - Saturday 2 May 9 am-5 pm

Collectors' fair
CWA hall Brisbane Street

Current courses
Term 2 - Monday 20 April to Friday 26 June 2015

Acoustic guitar

Tuesdays 3.00 pm-5 pm at Centacare rooms
The tutor, Ken Jurd, is a well known local musician and
entertainer. If you want to join in and be able to play a simple
tune after your first lesson, bring your guitar along and get
started. Classes will continue over the school holidays.
Contact Laurel 5541 2072 or email
andyfechner@bigpond.com

All course participants must be paid up members
of Beaudesert U3A ($25) per annum (couples
$40) and each session has a minimum fee of $2
towards venue expenses (tea/coffee, aircon, etc.)
If necessary extra course costs for other
requirements will be set by tutors.

Art appreciation

Third Wednesday each month, nominal time 10 am to 12 pm
at Centacare bistro room if not on an outing - usually involving
art gallery visits with Tricia. A chance to look at and discuss
works of art on display in the Scenic Rim and masterpieces
from around the world.
Contact Tricia 5544 1462

Art group “The Limners”

Wednesdays 9 am to 12 pm at the Centacare rooms.
Contact Denice Knight 5546 9879

Card playing and board games

Every Monday, 1 pm to 4 pm at Centacare rooms, Enjoy
euchre, canasta, samba and bolivia (focus on bolivia.)
Contact Pat Millard 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367

Computer group

Mondays, 10 am to 12 pm, at Centacare bistro room. Hands
on computer application. Most members bring their laptop
along and are assisted by tutors or computer group members
with individual tasks or problems. The aim is helping solve
computer related problems through the group.
Contact George 5541 0706

Conversational French

Mondays 1 pm to 3 pm, at Centacare rooms. Introduction to
conversational French.
Phone Bernie 5544 2042

Cookery group

Meets first Wednesday of each month, 1 pm to 3 pm, starts 4
February, alternately at tutors’ kitchens at Josephville and
Gleneagle. Members also offer their kitchens as “guest
locations”.
Contact Tina Jones 0418 780 861 or Laurel Fechner,
5541 2072.

Embroidery

Meets every Thursday morning, 10 am to 12 pm at Centacare
rooms. Potential participants in this class must contact the
tutor, Tricia Edward on 5544 1462 or email
shikeo@bigpond.com prior to attending.

The Budding Hollies (L to R) - John Leatherbarrow,
Bruce Avery, Ken Jurd (tutor) and Dave Hammond

Genealogy club

No set days - Tricia Edward is willing to help out anyone who
is interested, one on one. Participants generally meet
monthly by arrangement to discuss progress.
Contact Tricia 5544 1462 or email shikeo@bigpond.com

General discussion group

Meets Tuesdays 9.30 am to 11. 30 am. General discussions
on any subject the group wishes. Group participation is the
key here. New venue Beaucare Community Room, 44 Tina
Street, Beaudesert.
Phone Andy 5541 2072

Jigsaw library

108/110 Carrigan Way, Gleneagle. Come along and select a
jigsaw to use from the library. For selection and collection,
contact Rita or George ph 5541 0706

Line dancing

Line dancing every Tuesday, commencing Tuesday 21 April
at the Uniting Church hall, 9.30 am to 11 am.
Contact Trish 0417 440 584

Mosaics

Meet Mondays 1.30 pm to 4 pm at 533 Cryna Road,
Beaudesert. A hands-on course in this fascinating art form
which will encourage your imagination to create delightful
objects.
Contact Beryl 5541 2120

Nordic walking

Meets Tuesday and Friday mornings, 7.30 am to 8.30 am at
the soccer field by the Beaudesert tennis courts. You will
need a comfortable pair of sports walking shoes, a pair of
poles and a bottle of water.
Contact Lawrie 0423 322 975

Social tennis

Wednesdays 8 am to 12 pm
Venue Beaudesert tennis courts Boonah Road.
Contact Tex 5541 4772
Play it like this - Dave Hammond has a session with Ken
Jurd (front) while Eric Miller watches on at the acoustic
guitar class

Table tennis

Thursdays 9 am to 12 pm, held at the Uniting Church hall.
Contact Des or Pamela 5541 2662 or 0448 133 146
or Trish 0417 440 584

It's a wrap for summer 2014/2015

Fun and fitness in the water, otherwise known as aqua aerobics, has wound up for winter, so some of the group members
met at McDonald's for a coffee and muffin after the last session. Thank you for a great season, Trish, looking forward to
next season. Keep an eye on the activities schedule for the start date in September 2015. Contact Trish 0417 440 584.

Art Appreciation group
On 15 April the above group met to
view an exhibition at The Centre in
Beaudesert called – “Anzac – A Day in
the Life of”.
Although a small exhibition and maybe
not exactly “art” the group felt it a
worthwhile exercise as we are
remembering the centenary of the
Gallipolli landing. It was interesting
reading local people’s stories about
The Great War, supposedly the war to
end all wars.
The group discussed the social aspects
of enlisting in this war and mostly
agreed that there hadn’t been much learnt in the
intervening years but that there would probably not be
such an enthusiastic enlistment today.
Our next excursion will be to the Logan Art Gallery on
Wednesday 20 May where we will see three exhibitions.
One will be of the work of Nicola Hooper from Shailer Park,
another of Jan Davis’s work reflecting her relationship with
the city of Lismore and an exhibition of Robyn Olsen’s
works featuring the wetlands of Stradbroke Island.
As we need to car pool for this trip anyone interested
should contact me if they would like to join us. We will be
meeting at 9.30am at the Information Centre.
Tricia Edward
Ph 5544 1462 or email shikeo@bigpond.com

Course coordinator
Laurel Fechner

P 5541 2072 | M 0417 644 506
E andyfechner@bigpond.com

Our kitchens rule

Filled with anticipation, seven enthusiastic members of our
cookery group arrived at April’s gathering, secure in the
knowledge that this month I had power available, and this
meant of course that the oven and appliances were, (unlike
last month’s problems) fired up and ready.
The main course choice this month was spinach and feta filo
logs, accompanied by homemade hummus dip. In addition, I
also demonstrated how to make a favorite of mine, labnah,
which is simply Greek yoghurt and salt mixed together,
placed in a muslin bag and suspended overnight above a
bowl. The whey drips out, leaving a curd which makes a very
tasty dip!
The resulting filo logs and dips were a success, and were
enjoyed by all along with the obligatory afternoon tea and
coffees…. There was only one complaint, and that was from
our sometimes “taster” Andy Fechner, who was unhappy that
there weren’t any leftovers for him to snaffle…!!
See you at Tina’s on the first Wednesday in May.
Laurel Fechner

Nordic walking

U3A Nordic walkers 28 April 2015

Jane Blunck, and Marian Schwarz striding out
on their first attempt at Nordic walking.

An enthusiastic group of 17 people met at the soccer field in Beaudesert on Tuesday 21 April for the first-ever U3A Nordic
walking group. After adjustments to lengths of poles and hand straps were done, everyone got down to the serious
business of Nordic walking. Simple? No, not as easy as you might think.
While we all have one left arm and left leg and one right arm and right leg, getting them to work in harmony was a different
story. However, after a few laps of the field just walking and dragging the poles behind then moving on to actually moving
the arms in coordination with the legs and finally bringing the arms up and planting the poles to push off with each stride, we
had ourselves a bunch of Nordic walkers.
As the group grows in experience, we will be walking in different parks, up and down hills and occasionally through some of
the streets of Beaudesert.
If you are looking for a bit of physical activity and some friendly company, come along on a Tuesday or Friday morning, 7.30
am and have a go with the poles and you might find yourself hooked on Nordic walking. Group base is at the grandstand on
the soccer field by the Beaudesert tennis court, start time 7.30 am, finish 8.30 am.
Contact Lawrie, 042 3322 975 for further information.

Table tennis

Tex White and Des Fox make sure the table
tennis tables are put together properly.

U3A Beaudesert are now the proud owners of two table tennis tables.
However, they did not come assembled so the task fell to George Evans
and his grandson Josh. With Des and Tex overseeing Josh and George
with the assembly, the two brand new tables were soon put to good use.
All members of the
group were impressed
with the quality of the
tables and nets which
were purchased using
a grant of $600 given
to Beaudesert U3A by
the Scenic Rim
Regional Council's
Community Grant
Scheme, 3rd round.
Our sincere thanks to
the Council for their
Josh and his grandfather George Evans - who
really put the new table tennis tables together
generosity.

Thank you to our sponsors

Clothing from the Maelena Collection, specially designed with the mature figure in mind, was modelled recently at a fashion
parade organised by Tina Jones for U3A members and their friends Fabric for the garments, together with the scarves,
handbags and jewellery, were all individually selected and imported from Spain or Italy by Maelena business owner Maria
Tresols.
Tina, with Maria and aided by U3A members Judy Rudd, and Trish Alexander, presented garments that most of us there
could relate to - modern and flattering for a mature figure.
To learn more about the collection and accessories, contact Tina phone 0418 780 861.

Introducing Yvonne Berry - Editor O.W.L.S.
What is your favourite time of the day?

When all the boring house chores are out of the way and I can get on and do fun stuff!
As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up?

A Karitane nurse

What is your perfect pizza?

Ones that I used to buy from the restaurant down the road from where I worked. Don't ask
what was on them - they were just delicious (and I didn't have to make them)
If you could select one person from history and have them truthfully answer a question, who would
that be and what would be the question?

One of the Prime Ministers of New Zealand, Sir Robert Muldoon. My question - in 1976,
why on earth did you do away with the compulsory superannuation scheme?
What is the best advice anyone ever gave you?

Think

Solution to Spelling is only part of it ...

Paraprosdokians

I couldn't believe that I could actually understand what I
was reading. Using the incredible power of the human
mind, according to research at Cambridge University, it
doesn't matter in what order the letters in a word are,
the only important thing is that the first and last letter be
in the right place. The rest can be a total, mess and you
can read it without a problem. This is because the
human mind does not read every letter by itself, but the
word as a whole. Amazing, huh? Yeah and I always
thought spelling was important!
See if your friends can read this too!

"Figure of speech in which the latter part of a sentence or phrase
is surprising or unexpected; frequently used in a humorous
situation" - Where there's a will, I want to be in it - is a type of
paraprosdokian.

Contributed by George Evans







Do not argue with an idiot. He will drag you down to his
level and beat you with experience.
The last thing I want to do is hurt you. But it's still on
my list.
Light travels faster than sound. This is why some
people appear bright until you hear them speak.
If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong.
War does not determine who is right - only who is left.

Law of gravity
Any tool, nut, bolt, screw when dropped, will roll to the least accessible corner.
Law of probability
The probability of being watched is directly proportional to the stupidity of your act.

Savvy Wise and Well day

U3A Beaudesert participated recently at the Savvy Wise
and Well day held at The Centre. Although it was not well
attended by the general public, the morning was
nevertheless most informative and very well organised.
Some of the topics that were presented were  Depression
 Incontinence
 Making a will
 Your assets when going into aged care
 Identity theft
 Fire safety in the home
 How to safely manage your medications and services
offered by the local chemist
Each of the speakers represented one of the stands as
well so people could talk to them afterwards to gather
further information, as well as brochures, samples, etc.
Of course comment must be made of the really tasty and
healthy morning tea provided and a thank you to Lacey
Sawtell for organising the event.

U3A Beaudsert course coordinator Laurel Fechner looking
after the U3A table at the Savvy Wise and Well day

The winner - Judy Rudd
You won't have missed that the Beaudesert U3A newsletter now has a
name - O.W.L.S which was the winning title submitted by Judy Rudd.
The name ties in with who we are - older, wiser, learning, seniors and with the U3A logo of an owl. Well done Judy and a big thank you
to everyone who entered the competition.
Judy is pictured receiving her prize from U3A Beaudesert president,
Andy Fechner.

A visitor from U3A Ludlow
Beaudesert U3A aqua aerobics group recently gave a warm welcome to
Nino Binns, a visiting U3A member from England. Nino hails from the
medieval market town of Ludlow, deep in rural Shropshire, that boasts
more than 60 U3A groups on account of its large retired population.
Nino's host in Beaudesert was her sister-in-law Pat Millard and it was
she who suggested the early morning sessions at the outdoor pool
would be a good start to the day; indeed Nino was delighted to find that
temperatures were perfect for pool activities at 7.30am! She plans to explore the possibilities of an aqua aerobic class back
in Ludlow – but that will definitely be in a heated, indoor pool - even in the summer!
Nino and her husband Reg Fletcher moved to Ludlow two years ago and are currently keen members of the U3A crossword
group. The group meets in the famous Feathers Hotel that has operated as an inn since 1670 (though the oldest parts of the
building, including the façade date from 1619). Ludlow is a popular tourist destination and one of the 'food capitals' of
England boasting two Michelin-starred restaurants and hosting a major food festival in September that centres around the
medieval castle in the heart of the town.

Pat Millard and Nino Binns

Beaudesert U3A morning activities
Term two 20 April to 26 June 2015

Activity

Venue

Time

Frequency

Contact

10 am-12 pm

Weekly

George - ph 5541 0706

Monday - morning
Computer group

Centacare bistro

Tuesday - morning
Aqua aerobics is in recess over winter, recommences September 2015. Contact Trish 0417 440 584
Nordic walking

Beaudesert soccer field
(by the tennis courts)

7.30 am-8.30 am

Twice-weekly

Lawrie - 0423 322 975

Line dancing

Uniting Church hall

9.30 am-11.00 am

Weekly

Trish 0417 440 584

Discussion group

Beaucare Community
Room 44 Tina Street
Beaudesert

9.30 am-11.30 am

Weekly

Andy - ph 5541 2072

Wednesday - morning
Art Group
"The Limners"

Centacare rooms

9 am-12 pm

Weekly

Denice - ph 5546 9879

Social tennis

Beaudesert tennis courts

8 am-12 pm

Weekly

Tex - ph 5541 4772

Art appreciation

Centacare bistro plus

10 am-12 pm

3rd Wednesday of
each month

Tricia - ph 5544 1462

excursions

Thursday - morning
Table tennis

Uniting Church hall

9 am-12 pm

Weekly

Pam - ph 5541 2662
Trish - ph 0417 440 584

Embroidery
Please phone Tricia
before attending to
confirm class is on

Centacare bistro

10 am-12 pm

Weekly

Tricia - ph 5544 1462

Beaudesert soccer field
(by the tennis courts)

7.30 am-8.30 am

Twice-weekly

Lawrie - 0423 322 975

Friday - morning
Nordic walking

Beaudesert U3A afternoon
Term two 20 April to 26 June 2015

Activity

Venue

Time

Frequency

Contact

Conversational French

Centacare bistro

1 pm-3 pm

Weekly

Bernie - ph 5544 2042

Card playing bolivia/euchre/
board games

Centacare rooms

1 pm-4 pm

Weekly

Pat Millard - ph 5541 2492

Mosaics

533 Cryna Road
Beaudesert

1.30 pm-4 pm

Weekly

Beryl - 5541 2120

Centacare rooms

3.00 pm-5 pm

Weekly

Laurel- ph 5541 2072
Email - andyfechner@bigpond.com

Tina's or Laurel's kitchen
alternately

1 pm-3 pm

1st Wednesday of
each month

Tina - ph 0418 780 861
Laurel - ph - 5541 2072

108/110 Carrigan Way
Gleneagle

Phone to arrange selection and collection Rita or George - ph 5541 0706
time

Monday - afternoon

Tuesday - afternoon
Acoustic guitar

Wednesday - afternoon
Cookery club

Other activities
Jigsaw library

Genealogy club

By arrangement with Tricia Edward

Tricia - ph 5544 1462
Email - shikeo@bigpond.com

Centacare bistro/rooms | 6-12 Petersen Street | Beaudesert
All participants must be financial members of the Beaudesert U3A ($25 single/$40 double per annum) and
each session has a minimum fee of $2 towards Centacare expenses. If necessary, any extra course costs
will be set by tutors.

For further information please contact the course coordinator:
Laurel Fechner | P 5541 2072 | M 0417 644 506 | E andyfechner@bigpond.com

