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President's piece
Andy Fechner

How about that? My ability to conjure up some precipitation seems to be
strengthening. Last OWLS I suggested we needed some more rain, albeit in a
more sedate amount than at the end of March, and hey presto! We have now
enjoyed seeing green paddocks again, and fortunately without damage in our
area. Still, summer is a long way off, despite the fairly recent hot spell and I am
sure there will be plenty of opportunities for Mother Nature to have her way with
us.
On another local issue, the long anticipated Beaudesert bypass is open and
operating. As is usual, some really like it, some detest it and the majority seem to
be ambivalent. Don’t worry, there are still plenty of roadworks around the area
for everyone to enjoy!
Our term four courses are all well underway, and plans are well in hand for our
2017 Christmas lunch function (see last page). If you have not already booked
you may miss out…places are definitely limited due to venue capacity. (No
RSVP, no attendance.)
I know that the 50 members who came along on Friday 13 October to Centacare
to listen to our entertaining guest speaker Bob Walker from the Department of
Fair Trading, are now well equipped to fend off scams and attempts at identity
theft. All attendees (including yours truly) then enjoyed a sumptuous hot and
cold morning tea, which left no need for lunch!
Lastly, our final social lunch outing for this year will be on Friday 10 November,
again at the Greenbank RSL…..contact Di Johnson for bookings. (See page 2.)
Until next edition, Andy

A Word or Two

about this and that

Yvonne Berry - international correspondent

This newsletter is coming to you from
the land of the long white cloud – well,
it’s more of a depressing, drab grey at
the moment. The one main thing I do
not miss about New Zealand is the
fickle weather – every day is different.
One day it might be warm, sunny,
generally pleasant. Next thing it’s
raining and blowing a chilly sou-wester.
The rain is a constant visitor and it’s
miserable. Take me back to
Beaudesert!
There has been an election here some
weeks ago and at the time of this article
going to press, a decision has still not
been made about who is going to
govern. The uncertainty is perplexing
and I wonder who is running the country

while the incomers get their act(s)
together. The voting system changed
some years from “first past the post” to
MMP which put more people into
Parliament and which also created the
very reality of there being no clear cut
“winner”. Hence, all the dilly-dallying
while the so-called elders of the nation
sort themselves out. Seems to me that
a lot of the lobbying is ego driven and
when personalities get in the way,
nothing creative is achieved. Oh well,
not much we can do but wait with bated
breath to hear the final result.
Stop press - finally, a result only 26
days after the election - it’s a coalition
of NZ First (the sticking point), Labour
(socialists) and the Greens.

A warm Beaudesert U3A welcome is extended to the following
new members:
Paul Neal, Gilliam Buganey, Pat Norman, Liz Pearce,
Sue Wise, Bronwyn Miles, Ronnie Powell, Lyn Bruce, Christine
Miller.
We trust you are enjoying the activities you have chosen for yourself,
where we know you will make many new friends.
The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the named individual contributor
alone and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor, U3A committee, U3A, or its members.

Current courses - term four 2017
3 October-8 December

All course participants must be paid up members of
Beaudesert U3A. Most sessions have a minimum fee of $2
towards venue expenses (tea/coffee aircon etc.) If
necessary, extra course costs for other requirements will be
set by tutors.

Acoustic guitar

Jigsaw library

Thursdays Centacare rooms 1.30 pm-3.30 pm. Tutor Ken
Jurd.
Contact Laurel 5541 2072 email andyfechner@bigpond.com

Aqua aerobics

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 7.30 am-8.30 am, at the
Beaudesert pool.
Contact Paulette 5543 1261

Art appreciation

Select a jigsaw (or a wasgij) to use from the library. For
selection and collection contact Sandra 5541 0978

Mahjong - Jimboomba

Meets every Tuesday 11 am-2 pm Dorrington House
Jimboomba.
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689

Mahjong - Beaudesert

Thursdays 10 am-12 noon Centacare rooms. Contact Mary
5544 3146 or Jean 5541 3706

Thursday afternoons 1 pm-3.30 pm Centacare rooms.
Beginners welcome.
Contact Denise 5541 2801

Art group “The Limners”

Mosaics

Wednesdays 9 am-12 noon at the Centacare rooms.
Contact Denice 5546 9879

Book club

Meets first Monday of each month 2 pm-4 pm at 151 Cedar
Grove Road Cedar Grove. Cheese, nibbles, tea, coffee
provided. BYO drinks.
Contact Lynn 5543 1430 or mobile 041 707 8712

Card playing - Beaudesert

Every Monday 1 pm-4 pm at Centacare rooms Enjoy euchre,
canasta, samba, 500 or Bolivia.
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367

Card playing - Jimboomba

Meets every Thursday afternoon 12 noon-3 pm at Dorrington
House Jimboomba.
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367

Meet Mondays 1.30 pm-3.30pm at 533 Cryna Road
Beaudesert. A hands-on course in a fascinating art form.
Contact Beryl 5541 2120

Nordic walking

Meet by the pool/library Monday and Friday, by the
showgrounds gates Wednesday, walk 6.00-7.00 am. You will
need a pair of poles, comfortable sports walking shoes, bottle
of water.
Contact Lawrie 0423 322 975

Social conversational French

Every Monday 1.00 pm-3.00 pm Centacare rooms.
Contact Jane 5541 2321

Social lunch - November

The November lunch will be held at Greenbank RSL, on
Friday 10 November from 12 noon.
Croquet club
Bookings essential. RSVP to Di - phone/text 0409 859 515,
Play Tuesdays 8.00 am-11.30 am at Everdell Park,
Gleneagle. Contact George 5541 0706 or Trish 042 948 9989 or email u3abeaudesert@gmail.com.

Computer group

Mondays 10 am-12 noon at Centacare bistro room. Members
may bring their laptop along for assistance by tutors or
computer group members with individual tasks or problems.
Contact George 5541 0706

Gardening group - BUGs

Meet third Friday of each month 10.00 am-12 noon at
Centacare. Trips away between each meeting.
Contact Liz 048 815 5506, email brizzie@bigpond.com

General discussion group

Meets Tuesdays 9.30 am-11.30 am Ken Moran Life Centre,
64 Tina Street Beaudesert (behind Beaudesert Hospital).
General discussions on any subject group members propose.
Contact Andy 5541 2072

Marcia, Sandra and Margaret enjoying a bite to eat at the
members’ free morning tea

Social tennis

Wednesdays 8 am-12 noon venue Beaudesert tennis courts
Boonah Road.
Contact Tex 5541 4772

Table tennis

Thursdays 9 am-12 noon held at the Uniting Church hall.
Contact Des or Pamela 5541 2662 or 0448 133 146

(L-R clockwise) Cheryl, Jane, Ray, Ron, Carol, Sandra and
Barry, members of the discussion group

Course coordinator - Donna Fowler
P 5543 3739 | E normdonna@dodo.com.au

Thank you to all of our sponsors
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Limners

Ross Knight

More successes for Beaudesert U3A Limners group members - Michael Goebel and Denice Knight each received a third
prize and a highly commended at the recently-held Beaudesert Show. Paul Neal, who is away at the moment, also received
a highly commended for his picture. As a group we enjoy our painting and the company of friends. Please feel free to join
us, we welcome new people anytime. Contact Denice 5546 9879 for further information.

Social morning tea

Mr Walker said the top scams currently circulating include
investment, romance and dating, unexpected money and
prizes. Others are listed in The Little Black Book of Scams
Audience warned: anyone could be a victim
(published by the Australian Competition and Consumer
Anyone who has a telephone or a computer is in the sights of Commission or ACCC), including advice on how to report a
scammers in our community, a speaker from the State Office suspected scam and how to protect against being a victim.
of Fair Trading warned an audience of more than 50 U3A
More advice is available from www.scamwatch.gov.au.
members at Centacare this month.
The information
And as every person present raised a hand when he asked
morning and
who owned a computer he added: “And that means virtually celebratory
everyone.”
morning tea
was organised
Fair Trading’s community engagement officer, Bob Walker,
said while some scams were obvious, and most people could to inform our
rapidly-growing
avoid them, others could entrap a person within seconds of
number of
opening an email or answering the telephone.
members of an
He said that one new scam being used currently, involved a important
phone call asking the responder “Can you hear me?” He
community
said the automatic answer, “Yes,” could mean that the
See p6 for further
concern. It was
person’s voice had been captured and could be used later in accompanied
photos
a scam.
by a delicious morning tea and a delightful celebration
“So far we haven’t worked out how this will evolve,” he said, sponge cake – complete with the OWLS owl logo! - to mark a
“but it is something that everyone should be aware of.”
milestone in passing the membership total of 200 this year.
(At last count, the membership was 224 with several other
Mr Walker said even the common courtesy of answering a
phone call with a name, as most of the audience would have applications before the committee).
been taught, should be avoided.
This article also appears on the Beaudesert Times website and on
“Your name is step one for a scammer,” he said.
the U3A Beaudesert facebook page
Ray Folley

Bugs

Reminder for all members of the BUGs
Liz Avery group. Our Christmas get together will be on
17 November at Centacare. Please
remember to bring a plant for the Christmas gift swap.
Further information from Liz, phone 0488 815 5506.

Possible new course

There is an opportunity for Beaudesert U3A members to join
a new activity that may be starting. It is a scrapbooking
course, run by Anita Mahon. The cost is $10 per session,
which covers the cost of all materials;
sessions will be held once a month
Farewell and thank you
Beaudesert U3A members, Donna and Norm Fowler on the last Tuesday of each month
from 9.30 am. Anita will also provide
have decided to up-digs and return to their
tea and coffee.
homeland - New Zealand.
Donna is a committee member with the responsibility If Tuesdays do not suit the majority of
of course coordinator, is an active member of BUGs and the people interested in joining the group,
the weekends may be an alternative.
mosaics group; Norm has made and gifted some amazing
woodwork to Beaudesert U3A as raffle prizes Thank you both A minimum of four people, maximum
for your contribution to U3A.
of eight, is necessary for this course
to go ahead. Please register your interest by email
We wish you a safe journey and everything good as you
u3abeaudesert@gmail.com, or phone Andy, 5541 2072.
resume your lives in New Zealand.
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Stroke identification

During a BBQ, a woman

RECOGNIZING A STROKE
Here is the easy way to remember
the four steps, S T R S.
S Ask the person to SMILE.
T Ask the person to TALK and
SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE
coherently (i.e. chicken soup)
R Ask him/her to RAISE BOTH ARMS.
S Ask the person to STICK OUT THEIR TONGUE. If the
tongue is crooked, if it goes to one side or the other, that
is also an indication of a stroke

contributed by Tex White stumbled and took a little

fall - she assured
everyone that she was fine (they offered to call paramedics)
...she said she had just tripped over a brick because of her
new shoes. They got her cleaned up and got her a new plate
of food. While she appeared a bit shaken up, Jane went
about enjoying herself the rest of the evening.
Jane's husband called later telling everyone that his wife had
been taken to the hospital - at 6:00 pm Jane passed away.
She had suffered a stroke at the BBQ.
A neurologist says that if he can get to a stroke victim within
three hours he can totally reverse the effects of a stroke totally. He said the trick was getting a stroke recognised,
diagnosed, and then getting the patient medically cared for
within hours, which is tough.

If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of these tasks, call the
emergency number 000 and describe the symptoms to the
dispatcher.

Birthdays wishes

Best wishes for a very happy birthday for these Beaudesert U3A members celebrating birthdays
in November:
Kay Andrews
Peter Cahill
Bob Fraser
Erika Johns
Sharyn Thorley
Patsy Waters
Paulette Watson
Have you let us know the month of your birthday? If not, send an email to us (address at top of front
page) so we can include you in our birthday wishes.

Another from the chapter of “They Walk
Among us and Reproduce”
contributed by Cheryl Folley

Customer: “I've been calling 700-1000 for two days and
can't get through; can you help?”
Operator: “Where did you get that number, sir?”
Customer: “It's on the door of your business.”
Operator: “Sir, those are the hours that we are open.”
Directory enquiries
Caller: “I'd like the number of the Argo Fish Bar, please”
Operator: “I'm sorry, there's no listing. Are you sure that the
spelling is correct?”
Caller: “Well, it used to be called the Bargo Fish Bar but the
'B' fell off.”
Then there was the caller who asked for a knitwear company
in Woven.
Operator: “Woven? Are you sure?”
Caller: “Yes.. That's what it says on the label Woven in
Scotland …”
RAC motoring services
Caller: “Does your European Breakdown Policy cover me
when I am traveling in Australia ?”
Operator: 'Does the policy name give you a clue?”
Caller (enquiring about legal requirements while traveling in
Europe ). “If I register my car in France, and then take it to
England , do I have to change the steering wheel to the
other side of the car?”

Heavenly virtues

Charity
Faith
Fortitude
Hope
Justice
Prudence
Temperance

Thank you to all of our sponsors

BEAUDESERT

Contributed by Barry Owen

BUTCHERY

Heit's Quality Meats
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L-R Andy Fechner; Pam Fox and Ailsa Rolley; Bob
Walker; Judith Zaugg andCarol Castles; Carol
Castles, Pat Millard and Laurel Fechner; Bronwyn
Miles and Andy Fechner. Morning tea with Bob
Walker from the Office of Fair Trading presenting a
talk on scams
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Beaudesert U3A

Christmas lunch

Friday 8 December 2017
12 noon
Doors open 11.30 am

Centacare, Petersen Street
Beaudesert

BYO alcohol
Raffles
Live music
Lucky door prizes
Bookings are essential as seating is limited
To book your seat, contact us by Phone/text 0409 859 515, or
Email u3abeaudesert@gmail.com

This event is at no cost to current Beaudesert U3A members
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