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Friends of the committee 

If you would like to join with the 
following people who have nominated 
that they will help where they can at 
occasional events outings and 
functions, your involvement will be 
most welcome.  

June Carey  Patricia Castles 
Carol Castles  Trish Alexander 
Denice Knight  Rita Evans  
Lise Leatherbarrow Catherine Kelly 
Rosemary Ryan 

To register as a friend of the 
committee, please contact:  

 Andy Fechner president OR  
 Donna Fowler course coordinator  

P  5541 2072  |  5543 3739 

E  andyfechner@bigpond.com  
 normdonna@dodo.com.au 

Member of U3A Network Queensland 

President 
Andy Fechner Ph 5541 2072 

Vice President/Publicity Officer 
Ray Folley Ph 5544 2024 

Secretary/Newsletter 
Yvonne Berry Ph 5541 2604 

Treasurer 
Pat Millard Ph 5541 2492 

Assistant Treasurer 
Michele Goucher Ph 5541 3870 

Course coordinator  
Donna Fowler Ph 5543 3739 

Webmaster 
George Evans Ph 5541 0706 

Facebook 
Finella Loch Ph 5541 4491 

Social activities facilitator 
Di Johnson Ph 0468 849 448 

Membership Secretaries 
Sue Estbergs Ph 5541 4445 
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The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the named individual contributor 
alone and do not necessarily reflect the views of  the editor, U3A committee, U3A, or its members. 

Best wishes for a very happy birthday for these Beaudesert U3A 
members celebrating birthdays in October: 
Trish Alexander Bruce Avery Sue Estbergs 
Rita Evans Cheryl Folley Louise Grahem 
Noella Griffiths Brian Hamlyn Colin Liebke 
Graham Love 

Have you let us know the month of your birthday?  If not, send 
an email to us (address at top of page) so we can include you in 
our birthday wishes. 

O L D E R   W I S E R   L E A R N I N G   S E N I O R S  

O. W. L. S.  

Beaudesert U3A member’s free morning tea 
 and guest speaker 

Keep Friday 13 October free so you can attend our members’ free morning tea, 
and listen to a presentation from the Office of Fair Trading on protecting yourself 
from phone scams and identity theft.   

Doors open at 9.15 am for a 9.30 am start and a free morning tea will follow at 
the end of the presentation.  This is in lieu of the social lunch;  bookings 
essential. 

RSVP to u3abeaudesert@gmail.com or phone/text 0409 859 515 

     W  www.beaudesertu3a.com  |  E u3abeaudesert@gmail.com  |  M  0408 801 780 

I wonder if I am game enough to mention the “R” word? 

In my President’s Piece for the April OWLS newsletter I suggested 
that we could really do with some rain as a follow up to what we 
had a few weeks prior.  Well, you can all remember what happened 
on the last couple of days of March – we had around 300mm of rain 
in less than 24 hours and subsequent major flooding in the area.  

We certainly need some decent rain now, not having had anything 
substantial since the middle of June.  However, I am NOT ordering 
another flood!! 

Congratulations to all our members who showed great spirit and 
entered items into the recent Beaudesert Show, and a special “well 
done” to those who were lucky enough to secure a prize.  Photos 
featuring many of the winning entries are featured in this newsletter. 

Don’t forget to book for the most important morning tea and guest 
speaker event we have ever organised – Friday 13 October at Cen-
tacare – doors open 9.15 am, speaker at 9.30 am…”How to avoid 
scams and identity theft”.  

This could literally save you thousands of dollars.  Members FREE, 
guests $10.00. 

RSVPs - PLEASE..!!  Phone or text to: 0409 859515 or email to: 
u3abeaudesert@gmail.com  

And, AQUA AEROBICS ARE BACK!! 

Until next edition, Andy.  

President's piece 
 Andy Fechner 
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Acoustic guitar 
Thursdays Centacare rooms 1.30 pm-3.30 pm.  Tutor Ken 
Jurd. 
Contact Laurel 5541 2072 email andyfechner@bigpond.com 

Aqua aerobics 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 7.30 am-8.30 am, at the 
Beaudesert pool.  
Contact Paulette 5543 1261  

Art appreciation 
Thursdays 10 am-12 noon Centacare rooms. Contact Mary 
5544 3146 or Jean 5541 3706 

Art group “The Limners” 
Wednesdays 9 am-12 noon at the Centacare rooms. 
Contact Denice 5546 9879  

Book club 
Meets first Monday of each month 2 pm-4 pm at 151 Cedar 
Grove Road Cedar Grove.  Cheese, nibbles, tea, coffee 
provided.  BYO drinks. 
Contact Lynn 5543 1430 or mobile 041 707 8712  

Card playing - Beaudesert 
Every Monday 1 pm-4 pm at Centacare rooms Enjoy euchre, 
canasta, samba, 500 or Bolivia. 
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 

Card playing - Jimboomba 
Meets every Thursday afternoon 12 noon-3 pm at Dorrington 
House Jimboomba. 
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 

Croquet club 

Play Tuesdays 8.00 am-11.30 am at Everdell Park, 
Gleneagle. Contact George 5541 0706 or Trish 042 948 9989 

Computer group 
Mondays 10 am-12 noon at Centacare bistro room.  Members 
may bring their laptop along for assistance by tutors or 
computer group members with individual tasks or problems.   
Contact George 5541 0706  

Gardening group - BUGs 
Meet third Friday of each month 10.00 am-12 noon at 
Centacare.  Trips away between each meeting.   
Contact Liz 048 815 5506, email brizzie@bigpond.com 

General discussion group 
Meets Tuesdays 9.30 am-11.30 am Ken Moran Life Centre, 
64 Tina Street Beaudesert (behind Beaudesert Hospital).  
General discussions on any subject group members propose. 
Contact Andy 5541 2072 
Jigsaw library 
Select a jigsaw (or a wasgij) to use from the library.  For 
selection and collection contact Sandra 5541 0978 

Mahjong - Jimboomba 
Meets every Tuesday 11 am-2 pm Dorrington House 
Jimboomba.   
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689 

Mahjong - Beaudesert 
Thursday afternoons 1 pm-3.30 pm Centacare rooms.  
Beginners welcome. 
Contact Denise 5541 2801 

Mosaics 

Meet Mondays 1.30 pm-3.30pm at 533 Cryna Road 
Beaudesert.  A hands-on course in a fascinating art form. 
Contact Beryl 5541 2120 

Nordic walking 
Meet by the pool/library Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings, walk 7.00 am-8.00 am . You will need a pair of 
poles, comfortable sports walking shoes, bottle of water. 
Contact Lawrie 0423 322 975 

Social conversational French 
Every Monday 1.00 pm-3.00 pm  Centacare rooms. 
Contact Jane 5541 2321 

Social morning tea - October  
A members’ free morning tea (with guest speaker) will be 
held Friday 13 October Centrecare, Petersen Street, 9.30 am. 
Bookings essential.  RSVP - phone/text  0409 859 515, or 
email u3abeaudesert@gmail.com. 

Social tennis 
Wednesdays 8 am-12 noon venue Beaudesert tennis courts 
Boonah Road. 
Contact Tex 5541 4772  

Table tennis 
Thursdays 9 am-12 noon held at the Uniting Church hall. 
Contact Des or Pamela 5541 2662 or 0448 133 146  

Current courses - term four 2017  
3 October-8 December 

All course participants must be paid up members of 
Beaudesert U3A.  Most sessions have a minimum fee of $2 
towards venue expenses (tea/coffee aircon etc.)  If 
necessary, extra course costs for other requirements will be 
set by tutors. 

 Thank you to all of our sponsors 
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The card group that 
gathers together on 
Monday afternoons 

started with only about eight enthusiastic players.  Now, a 
couple of years later we number 20+ and have two game 
options to play, the original one of Bolivia and a 500 school. 
In the past few weeks there has been  a request by a couple 
of players to learn to play cribbage.  Fortunately, our 
members are multi-talented and are quite happy to share 
knowledge.  

Our class time on Mondays runs from 1 pm to 4 pm at 
Centacare BUT players are so enthusiastic there is always 

a group who is there early and another who just doesn't want 
to go home ! 

We are always open to new players joining us and have 
lots of helpful players willing to teach newbies. We are 
not cut-throat players, just a social group who like to 
laugh chat and make new friends, so why not give us a 
try-out, you might be surprised how much you would 
enjoy yourself. 

If you would like to join this obviously very social group of 
enthusiastic card players, they meet every Monday 1 pm-4 
pm at Centacare rooms.  Enjoy euchre, canasta, samba, 500 
or Bolivia.  For further information contact Pat 5541 2492 or 
0413 121 367. 

Beginning of Bolivia, partners are chosen and how else but 
by drawing cards ( Lise, Andy and Pat ) 

Pat has her cards all set up in a holder which makes holding a 
considerable number of cards with our arthritic hands much 

easier! 

Rob and Marcia settling down to a Bolivia battle 

Afternoon tea time while Marcia guards the cards First in, last out, a regular occurrence for the 500 players 

Card playing - Beaudesert 
 Pat Millard 
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Heit's Quality  Meats 
B E A U D E S E R T  B U T C H E R Y  

Thank you to all of our sponsors 

I’m sure you are all enjoying the lovely Spring 
weather, despite the lack of rain.  Great days for 
the Beaudesert Show.  Donna Fowler was our 

most successful BUG with firsts and a second in floral 
arrangements and first, second and third with her mosaics.   See 
photos (right and below, and on page 6) including one with my 
highly commended! 

 The weekend of 23/24 September is the Springtime on the 
Mountain at Tamborine - tmbotanicgardens.org.au/springtime/.  
This is always worth a visit 

Happy gardening 

Bugs 
 Liz Avery 

You never really truly appreciate your family until a crisis 
presents itself and then watch them leap into action - or, 
sadly, for some families, not.   

Luckily for me my family have always been quite close, my 
siblings being my best friends, so when the shout went out 
that one of our family had a huge mountain to climb, we each 
of us raced in to help.   

As I have grown older I have come to realise that, for me, 
while friends may come and go, your family is always there.  
You may snap and snarl when you have disagreements, you 

may not hear from them for a few weeks, yet when in times of 
need, there they are, unconditionally and genuinely caring,  
being there in every sense of the word.   

Oh, and it helps to laugh - a lot - it keeps you sane and 
balanced.   I love getting together with my siblings as it 
seems to bring our senses of humour to the forefront so we 
do laugh a lot. 

The following says it all for me - “Our family is a circle of 
strength and love.  With every birth and union it grows.  Every 
crisis faced together makes the circle stronger”. 

A Word or Two about this and that 
 Yvonne Berry 

Australian vehicles affected by  
   Takata airbag recall 
 contributed by Tex White 

There has been a fair bit of 
advertising about defective airbags in 
some cars.  If your car is shown on 
the list (right) it would pay for you to 
get in touch with the dealership from 
whom you purchased your car to 
have the bags checked and if 
necessary, replaced.   

Pardon …. ? 
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Bragger's corner 
 Yvonne Berry 

Even though he is now in his 40s, my elder 
son still enjoys playing sport, and recently 
his over-40s soccer team won their grade 
in the season championship.   

They came second for the season and won 
the final playoff, defeating the number one 
team.  Proud moment - especially for him, 
methinks, as he can almost walk without 
hobbling!! 

Contributed by George Evans 

Queen Anne 1665-1714 
 1702-1707 Queen of England Scotland and Ireland 
 1707-1714 Queen of Great Britain and Ireland 

Queen Anne, niece of 
Charles II, daughter of 
James II.  She was the last 
of the Stuarts 

Anne was plagued by ill 
health throughout her life, 
and grew increasingly 
lame and obese from her 
thirties. Her face was red 
and spotted, and she had 
a foot stricken with gout 
which was bound with 
poultices and bandages. 
She was carried 
everywhere in a sedan 
chair, and seldom bathed, 
resulting in overpowering 
body odour.  

During her reign, the War 
of Spanish Succession 
was fought, and her 

General, the Duke of Marlborough, won a great victory at 
Blenheim in 1704.  Despite this victory, the war continued 
until 1714. 
After her death, George I became king, the first king of the 
house of Hanover.  Anne had no descendants despite 
having 17 pregnancies, mostly stillborn, though one son 
lived to the age of 11. 

An interesting anecdote 
Question: Why, in 1370, did the Duke of Burgundy sentence 
three sows to death and severely lecture the rest of the 
herd?? 

Answer: The sows had killed a lad, and so were tried and 
convicted of murder. The rest of the herd was admonished 
in court for not having gone to the rescue of the luckless lad. 

 

President’s comment 
Sound far-fetched?? Not based on what comes out of the 
justice system even today from time to time. 

Famous people in history 
 contributed by Barry Owen 
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Beaudesert u3a members’ achievements at the 
recently-held beaudesert show.  Well done! 

 


