
Management committee 
                        members 

President 
Andy Fechner Ph 5541 2072 

Vice President/Publicity Officer 
Ray Folley Ph 5544 2024 

Secretary/Newsletter 
Yvonne Berry Ph 5541 2604 

Treasurer 
Pat Millard Ph 5541 2492 

Course coordinator  
Laurel Fechner Ph 5541 2072 

Webmaster 
George Evans Ph 5541 0706 

Facebook 
Rosemary Ryan Ph 5541 1282 

Social activities facilitator 
Di Johnson Ph 0468 849 448 

Membership Secretary 
Tex White Ph 5541 4772 

     W  www.beaudesertu3a.com  |  E u3abeaudesert@gmail.com  |  M  0408 801 780 

O. W. L. S.  

O L D E R   W I S E R   L E A R N I N G   S E N I O R S  

Volume 6 Issue 8 

September 2016 

Friends of the committee 

President's piece 
 Andy Fechner 

If you would like to join with the 
following people who have nominated 
that they will help where they can at 
occasional events outings and 
functions, your involvement will be 
most welcome.  

June Carey  Patricia Castles 
Carol Castles  Trish Alexander 
Denice Knight  Rita Evans  
Margaret White Lise Leatherbarrow 

To register as a friend of the 
committee, please contact:  

 Andy Fechner president OR  

 Laurel Fechner course coordinator  

P  5541 2072 

E  andyfechner@bigpond.com  

Member of U3A Network Queensland 

 

In memoriam - Ann Salter 

We were saddened to learn of the 
recent passing of one of our members, 
Ann Salter.  Ann was 
originally a member from 
the Jimboomba U3A.  
She  was an avid card 
player and enjoyed 
participating in the 
social lunches.  We 
extend our condolences 
to her family and her 
friends. 

Beaudesert U3A web page 

And here we are 
bouncing, (or is it 
lurching?) into September 
with spring about to go 
sproing and commence 
the growing season. 

It is very appropriate that 
our U3A has launched a 
new activity under the 
stewardship of Liz Avery, 
who suggested forming a 
garden group. Now aptly 
named B.U.G.s 
(Beaudesert U3A 
Gardeners), this happy 
band of green (and not so 
green) thumbs are all 
looking forward to a busy 
period through spring and 
summer. 

Our third term ends in a 
couple of weeks on 16 
September, so a few of 
our classes and activities 

will wind back while 
others will continue at full 
speed. Check with your 
group tutor if you have 
any doubts about the 
schedule for these 
upcoming school 
holidays.  Our new term 
four schedule will be 
available with our October 
issue of OWLS. 

I must mention that one of 
the Scenic Rim’s premier 
events - the Beaudesert 
Annual Show- will feature 
again on Friday 2 and 
Saturday 3 September, so 
do yourself a favour and 
go along to see all the 
attractions your region 
has to offer. Many of our 
members put in a big 
effort and enter into the 
spirit of our rural show by 
putting entries into many 

of the exhibits on display. 
I wish them all well, and 
hope that many ribbons, 
prizes and 
commendations come 
their way. In any case, 
just getting involved is 
great, regardless of the 
outcome. 

In closing, it is again with 
sadness that we said 
farewell in August to 
another member – Ann 
Salter.  Ann enjoyed 
being a part of the card 
playing group in 
Jimboomba, and joining 
our social luncheon 
activities. Our 
condolences are 
extended to her husband 
David, family and friends. 

Until next edition, 

Andy 

Have you checked out our website recently?  And of course you know U3A 
Beaudesert also has a facebook page!  Catch up on what other groups have 
been doing, access past editions of the newsletter, check out the activities 
schedule.  There are also links to other U3As as well as U3A Network, and our 
facebook page.  Our web address is: 

www.beaudesertu3a.com 
 

Adult Learner's week 

U3A will be featured at the local 
Beaudesert Library 

during Adult Learner’s 
Week from 5-9 
September, where we 
will have a static 

display, and also 
someone on site each 

day from 10.30 am to 12.30 pm to 
answer any questions about our 
group.   

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the named individual contributor 
alone and do not necessarily reflect the views of  the editor, U3A committee, U3A, or its members. 



 

Current courses - term three 2016  
11 July-16 September 

All course participants must be paid up members of 
Beaudesert U3A ($25) per annum (couples $40).  Most 
sessions have a minimum fee of $2 towards venue expenses 
(tea/coffee aircon etc.)  If necessary extra course costs for 
other requirements will be set by tutors. 

Acoustic guitar 
Tuesdays Centacare rooms 1.30 pm-
3.30 pm. 
Contact Laurel 5541 2072 email 
andyfechner@bigpond.com 

Afternoon tea - your place or 
mine? 
Meets first Wednesday of each month 1 
pm-3 pm alternately at course members' 
homes. 
Contact Tina 0418 780 861 or Laurel 
5541 2072 

Aqua aerobics 
In recess now until the pool reopens in 
term four. 

Art appreciation 
Third Wednesday each month nominal 
time 10 am-12 noon at Centacare bistro 
room if not on an outing - usually 
involving art gallery visits with Tricia.  A 
chance to look at and discuss works of 
art on display in the Scenic Rim and 
masterpieces from around the world. 
Contact Tricia 5544 1462 

Art group “The Limners” 
Wednesdays 9 am-12 noon at the 
Centacare rooms. 
Contact Denice 5546 9879  

Book club 
Meets first Monday of each month 2 pm-
4 pm at 151 Cedar Grove Road Cedar 
Grove.  Cheese, nibbles, tea, coffee 
provided.  BYO drinks. 
Contact Lynn 5543 1430 or mobile 041 
707 8712  

Bridge 
Meets every Wednesday morning 9.30 
am-11.30 am Kurrajong Park 
Jimboomba. 
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689 

Card playing - Beaudesert 
Every Monday 1 pm-4 pm at Centacare 
rooms Enjoy euchre, canasta, samba, 
500, and bolivia (focus on bolivia.) 
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 

Card playing - Jimboomba 
Meets every Thursday afternoon 12 
noon-3 pm at Dorrington House 
Jimboomba. 
Contact Pat 5541 2492 or 0413 121 367 

 

Computer group 
Mondays 10 am-12 noon at Centacare 
bistro room.  Hands on computer 
application.  Most members bring their 
laptop along and are assisted by tutors 
or computer group members with 
individual tasks or problems.   
Contact George 5541 0706  

Conversational French 
Mondays 1 pm-3 pm at Centacare 
rooms.  Beginners' course commencing 
term three. 
Contact Bernie 5544 2042 

Gardening club 
Meet third Friday of each 
month 10.00 am-12 noon at Centacare.  
Trips away between each meeting.  See 
page 3. 
Contact Liz 5541 1005 

Genealogy club 
No set days - Tricia is willing to help out 
anyone who is interested 
one on one.   
Participants generally 
meet monthly by 
arrangement to discuss 
progress. 
Contact Tricia 5544 
1462 or email 
shikeo@bigpond.com 

General discussion 
group 
Meets Tuesdays 9.30 
am-11.30 am Beaucare 
Community Room 44 
Tina Street Beaudesert.  
General discussions on 
any subject the group wishes. Group 
participation is the key here.   
Contact Andy 5541 2072 

History of Art  
Meets Thursday mornings 10 am-12 
noon Centacare rooms.  New course 
term three  "Museum Masterpieces:  
National Gallery London". 
Contact Jean 5541 3706 

Jigsaw library 
Select a jigsaw to use from the library.  
For selection and collection contact 
Sandra 5541 0978. 

Mahjong - Jimboomba 
Meets every Tuesday 11 am-2 pm 

Dorrington House Jimboomba.   
Contact Elizabeth 5546 9689. 

Mahjong - Beaudesert 
Thursday afternoons 1 pm-3.30 pm 
Centacare rooms.  Beginners welcome. 
Contact Denise 5541 2801 

Mosaics 

Meet Mondays 1.30 pm-3.30pm at 533 
Cryna Road Beaudesert.  A hands-on 
course in this fascinating art form which 
will encourage your imagination to 
create delightful objects. 
Facilitator Beryl/contact Tina 0418 780 
861 

Nordic walking 
Meet Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings 7.00-8.00 am at the soccer 
field by Beaudesert tennis courts.  You 
will need a comfortable pair of sports 
walking shoes, a pair of poles and a 
bottle of water.  
Contact Lawrie 0423 322 975 

Social lunches/outings 
U3A members' and guests' social 
lunches/outings will be held on the 
second Friday of the month.  Next outing 
9 September - see page 3 for details. 

Social tennis 
Wednesdays 8 am-12 noon venue 
Beaudesert tennis courts Boonah Road. 
Contact Tex 5541 4772  

Table tennis 
Thursdays 9 am-12 noon held at the 
Uniting Church hall. 
Contact Des or Pamela 5541 2662 or 
0448 133 146  

Course coordinator - Laurel Fechner  |  P   5541 2072   |   M   0417 644 506  |  E  andyfechner@bigpond.com 
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Thank you to all of our sponsors 

   
Heit's Quality  Meats 
B E A U D E S E R T  B U T C H E R Y  

 New 



(L-R clockwise) Caroline, Liz, Donna, Trish, June, Sandra, Margo, Marilyn at the inaugural meeting of the Beaudesert U3A Gardeners 
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Social outing - August  
 Di Johnson 

Our last outing was at 
Jimboomba House, which was 
very pleasant and the food 
good.  

It had been agreed that lunch 
orders would be taken at the 
one time so that we could all eat 
together.  However due to late 
arrivals and some people 
deciding otherwise, it meant that 
some orders were late being 
served.  Apart from this it was 
an enjoyable day. 
 

 

The inaugural meeting of this newly formed club was 
held on Friday 19 August, where a name for our group 
was chosen that all present agreed was a winner – 
BUGs - Beaudesert U3A Gardeners.  Not to be 
confused with the bicycle users group! 

 It was decided to continue meeting on the third Friday 
of each month at Centacare at 10am to 12 noon, where 
we would have guest speakers, exchange cuttings and 
gardening tips etc.  Centacare manager, Kylie, spoke to 
us about involvement in the community garden at 
Centacare.  She welcomes any input and is happy for 
us to take on any project we choose.  One suggestion 
was that we take over an area currently grassed to 
make a new garden.  She is happy to have the grass 
removed and to pay for any plants.  We checked out the 
wicking garden currently being constructed and will 
follow its progress with interest. 

Between our monthly meetings we plan on outings to 
places of interest to gardeners.  The first trip, suggested 
by Donna Fowler, will be to Ipswich Home Gardener’s 
Expo at Booval on Saturday 27 August 8.30–3pm.  
Check out their website 

www.glebegardenclubipswich.com.au.  We will car pool 
to this event so if you are interested in getting a ride or 
taking someone else, please let me know so I can 
match you up.  It was agreed that the passengers would 
make a payment to the driver, to be decided between 
you. 

Centacare is taking a bus to the Toowoomba Carnival of 
Flowers on Monday 19 September and have a limited 
number of seats available to our members.  It leaves at 
8am, returning at 5.30pm and costs $30, including 
morning tea.  Contact Centacare before 12 September 
on 5541 1653 to book. 

John Lovett from Mitre 10 garden centre has agreed to 
talk to the group at our next meeting on Friday 16 
September so have any questions ready to bombard 
him. 

The cost to members on meeting days for the use of the 
room, tea and coffee is $2.  It was decided that we 
would charge an extra 50c to cover cost of biscuits. 

I was heartened by the level of enthusiasm in the room 
today and look forward to seeing more members who 
have expressed interest at our next meeting. 

“To nurture a garden is to feed, not just the body, but 
the soul." 

Beaudesert U3A Gardeners (BUGs) 
 Liz Avery 

Social lunch September 
 Di Johnson 

Mark Friday 9 September 12 noon on your calendar as the date for the next 
social lunch, this time at the Beaudesert RSL, with $10 meals available as well 
as the usual menu.  A tour of Harry's Hut which is right next to the RSL, at the 
back of the carpark, at 11 am beforehand, has also been arranged.  A gold 
coin donation would be appropriate for entry. 

Please book your place(s) by contacting Di Johnson by 2 September  

 phone/text 0468 849 448 

 email candyroxy1946@gmail.com. 

U3A members, their partners and friends are invited to attend all or any of 
these outings. 
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Recently, I was fortunate enough to 
attend a Scenic Rim Council Healthy 
and Active evening to listen to guest 
speakers Olympic champion Steven 
Bradbury and mental health nurse, 
Stuart Mason. 

What an inspiration both of these men 
are, from very different fields.   

Stuart spoke of his life living in a "lunatic 
asylum" (his words), as both of his 
parents were psychiatric professionals;  
many of his best friends were the 
residents.  How lucky he was to be able 
to create a cricket team or footy team by 
just asking any of them to join him in a 

game.  Life there was pretty normal to 
him.  Then things got politically correct 
and no longer were the residents 
permitted to participate in such "normal" 
activities, changes brought about by 
those who thought they knew what was 
best for people with mental health 
issues.  The ramifications of that 
decision had a far-reaching negative 
impact on the lives of the residents. 

Steve spoke of his moment of glory in 
the 2002 winter Olympics when he won 
the gold medal in the short track speed 
skating 1,000 m by staying upright and 
finishing the race.  He had spent 12 
long, hard years training for the event 
and did not expect to win simply 
because his opponents fell over each 

other - he was the last 
man standing!  Gold! 

Plenty to think about - 
the sacrifices athletes 
make in their quest 
for Olympic success 
and the focussed 
mind-set necessary to keep 
going, no matter what. 

Oh, and just to cap the evening off, I 
managed to win a door prize of a double 
ticket to listen to Wayne Bennett speak!  
No training necessary to win that ... 

PS - yes, we did get to see and hold 
Steve's gold medal. 

Who said Nordic walking was hot, hard work?  Obviously someone who has not participated on 
one of our Nordic walking mornings.   

This morning we enjoyed a truly scenic, quiet walk, without any traffic noise or pollution in the 
environs of Cryna Road.  The walk was followed by a cup of tea or coffee at Mavis's home 

together with mini quiches, scones with jam and cream, and other delicious goodies that Mavis had made for us.  We got to 
sit around afterwards chatting about the history of the area and relaxing in the tranquillity of the area. 

Sound like your kind of morning?  Come join us on one of our walks and enjoy great camaraderie while getting fit at the 
same time. 

Sport and Rec evening 
 Yvonne Berry 

Nordic walking 
 Yvonne Berry 

Products that you have just GOT to have! 

4 



5 

It's a sad state of affairs when there are so many stories in the 
news about greedy (adult) children going to violent lengths just to 
get their hands on what they deem to be their "inheritance", be it 
money or property.  It reminded me of a story I heard many years 
ago which some of you may have already read.  

A little boy came up to his mother in the kitchen one evening while she was fixing supper, and he handed her a piece of 
paper that he had been writing on. After his mother dried her hands on an apron, she read it, and this is what it said: 
For cleaning up my room this week:  $1.00 

For going to the store for you: .50 

For cutting the grass: $5.00 

Taking out the garbage: $1.00 

For getting a good report card: $5.00 

For cleaning up and raking the yard: $2.00 

Baby-sitting my kid brother while you went shopping:  .25 

Total owed: $14.75 

 Well, his mother looked at him standing there, memories flashing through her mind.  She picked 
up the pen, turned over the paper he'd written on, and this is what she wrote: 

For the nine months I carried you while you grew inside me: No charge. 

For all the nights that I've sat up with you, doctored and prayed for you: No charge. 

For all the trying times, and all the tears that you've caused through the years: No 

charge. 

For all the nights that were filled with dread, and for the worries I knew were ahead: 

No charge. 

For the toys, food, clothes, and even wiping your nose: No charge. 

Total owed, the cost of my love is: No charge." 

When the boy finished reading what his mother had written, there were tears in his eyes, and he looked straight up at his 
mother and said, "Mum, I sure do love you."  And then he took the pen and in great big letters he wrote: "PAID IN FULL".  

 

A Word or Two about this and that 

 Yvonne Berry 

Heits Butchery 
  Q u a l i t y  m e a t s  

  C o m p e t i t i v e  p r i c e s  

  F r i e n d l y  p e r s o n a l  s e r v i c e   

 Grain-fed T-bone steak 

 $24.99/kg 

 Crumbed lamb chops 

 $9.90/kg 

 Meat and veg rissoles 

 $8.99/kg 

 Beef or pork, thick or thin sausages 

 $8.99/kg 
4 William Street Beaudesert 

Phone 5541 2600 



For sale 
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Martha Gellhorn 1908-1998 War correspondent  

Martha  Gellhorn was one of the greatest war correspondents of the 20th century. 

Over a career of 60 years, Martha covered every major war and was the only woman to land at 
Normandy on D-Day 6

 
June 1944.  She was also one of the first journalists to visit and write 

about the Nazi concentration camps. 

Her achievement apart from her war experiences was to write in 1936 “The Troubles I’ve 
Seen” which formed part of the official history of the Great Depression.  She also wrote 
several other books in later years.  

Martha married three times in all, marrying Ernest Hemingway in 1940, after being a 
companion to him from 1936.  He was her second husband and she remained his wife until 
1945 when she walked out on him and subsequently divorced him. 

During interviews, she refused to continue the interview if any mention was made of 
Hemingway, simply stating that “I was a journalist before and after Hemingway, and I am 
not a footnote in someone else’s life”. 

Famous people in history 
 contributed by Barry Owen 

Beaudesert U3A is pleased to welcome new members Caroline Gee and 
Leo Sorensen. 

We hope you are enjoying participating in the activities you have chosen for 
yourselves where we are sure you will make many new friends. 
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Thank you to all of our sponsors 

Text your grey matter - what do these represent? 

NOONT BEWARE MIGRAINE  Idea   an  
Solution bottom right on this page 

JUMBO 

Contributed by Andy Fechner 

Solutions 
 Afternoon tea 

 A word of warning 

 A splitting headache 

 An afterthought 

 White elephant 

When is your birthday? 

We all have birthdays and they are all the more enjoyable when others know about yours and send you birthday 
wishes.  So ..... we would like to acknowledge each member's birthday through OWLS.  In order to do that, we need 
the MONTH of your birth, not the day, nor the year.   

If you have not already done so, would you please either email your month of birth to U3A Beaudesert - 

u3abeaudesert@gmail.com - or let your tutor/facilitator know so they can pass the information on to us.  Then 
check out the newsletter each month . 


