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Welcome to New Members
The Management and Membership of the 
Beaudesert U3A extend a big welcome to the 

following new members:

Laurel Fechner
Beryl Lower

We hope your association with the Beaudesert U3A 
will be a long and fruitful one for both you and the 
group.  Membership continues to expand steadily.  

                           EDITORIAL

It is nearly 2 years since I attended a meeting at 
Centacare inviting people interested in forming a 
local branch of the University of the Third Age. I was 
attracted because I had long been interested in 
sharing interests with like-minded people and was 
aware of the aims of U3A. Because of my 
background in office and financial management I 
nominated for the position of Secretary as I 
considered it important to get the Beaudesert U3A 
operational and to consolidate its future.
Most of us are aware that the day to day tasks 
involved in running an organisation are often 
thankless with the many leaving them to the few. We 
have now been operating through almost two years 
of courses and I think we have done a great job. We 
currently have 87 members and run 12 different 
activities and courses. Not bad for such a short time.
However, we are still operating with almost the same 
people who formed the branch. Those on the 
Management Committee would like to see additional 
faces and expertise assisting them as this is the way 
our organisation will continue to grow into the future.
The position of Secretary is perhaps the linchpin that 
holds the branch together and, after 2 years, I feel it 
is time to hand this  responsibility over to someone 
else. But, whenever I bring up the subject, people 
throw up their hands exclaiming “not me”. I would like 
to outline the duties of the secretary and show that 
they are not all that onerous.
My main duty is to produce an accurate report of the 
management committee meetings and prepare the 
agenda for  these meetings.  I  prepare any 
correspondence as per instructions from the 
committee and  oversee the email account. These tasks 
are undertaken in close cooperation with the President. 
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The Secretary is also responsible for submitting 
annual documentation to the  Office of Fair Trading 
and to the U3A Network for our Insurance cover and 
other requirements. The compilation of the Annual 
Report and all necessary paperwork for the AGM is 
also done by me. Does this sound a lot? I think not. 
Most weeks I would spend about 2 hours on U3A 
work.  Not a lot of time at all.
My purpose in writing this article is to ask members 
to consider if they could help in the administration of 
the organisation, even offering to assist in a small 
way with the view to taking over administrative 
positions in the future thus leading to continuity 
enabling Beaudesert U3A to continue its successful 
path.
Tricia Edward, Secretary

Date Claimers
Management Committee: Friday 5 th October 10am

HAPPENINGS AT THE BEAUDESERT 
LIBRARYThursday 20 th September will be a great 
day at the library with a bookclub taster inviting 
everyone to come along for a cuppa and a 
discussion of A.B. Facey’s  “a Fortunate Life” from 
1pm. At 2pm there will be afternoon tea and poetry 
with Joy Drescher sharing her new book “Joy of Life” 
(Joy is a U3A member active in a number of areas). 

From 10am on the 20th until 4pm on Friday 21st 
September and again on Saturday 22 nd from 9-11am 
the library will hold a book fair where you can grab a 
bargain.

MEMBERS END OF YEAR CELEBRATION
At Centacare from 1.30pm – 4pm on Friday 30 th 
November an afternoon tea is planned to express 
thanks to the tutors who have conducted courses 
throughout the year and the members of the 
management committee for their efforts to keep 
Beaudesert U3A running. 
Members should keep this date open and invite their 
friends to come and celebrate. More information will 
be available in the next newsletter.

                                  

Magpie Alert

It’s that time of the year again!    I am sure we are all 
aware of what it is.   Its Magpie Swooping Time!!
The Camera Club found this out with a vengeance a 
few weeks ago.     Carol had organised an outing for 
us to go out to Coulson (near Boonah) to visit the old 
cemetery there to take some photos.     We were all 
prepared to take some interesting views of the old 
graves with the grass trees growing out of them.   
Even lying on the ground was the plan.     We pulled 
in, climbed out of the cars and within only seconds 

the magpies found us.      They were particularly 
persistent in their attacks.    It didn’t take long for us 
to realise our plans for the afternoon were on hold.     
We jumped back into our cars and moved away to try 
in a different spot.  Got a few shots, but those pesky 

birds found us again.  This time we gave up and 
drove down the road along the Old Beaudesert Road 
alongside the Teviot Brook.    Got some nice shots of 
reflections in the water but we all came away feeling 
robbed.
Surviving the magpie swooping season is possible:

 Avoid known areas where there are 
aggressive magpies if possible

 Always wear a hat or carry an umbrella/long 
Stick

 Paint eyes on the back of your hat or wear 
sunglasses on the back of  your head

The experts say that magpies are very intelligent and 
recognise regular people to an area, they are more 
likely to feel threatened by a stranger, but I am afraid 
once swooped I don’t go back if I don’t have to until 
the season is over.  At least we can look forward to 
the season ending after November.
Val Chapman

                                  

U3A Limner Art Group

What is a Limner, one might ask?   A Limner is a 
largely self taught artist dating back to the 18 th and 
19th century who travelled from town to town seeking 
work from wealthy land owners.
Whilst the Beaudesert U3A Limners do not travel for 
work, they are a group of locals who are helping one 
another improve their painting skills and enjoying the 
company of fellow artists.
The group meets every Wednesday morning at 9am 
in the Centacare rooms.  There is currently 7 
members, all different in style and method, using 
many mediums.    There are a number of art 
magazines available to be shared for help and ideas.
On the 2nd Wednesday of each month terry 
O’Connor, a well known Queensland artist, visits and 
bases his lesson on any subject of interest to those 
attending.   Subjects so far have included drawing 
and mixing your colours.   Terry is also available to 
give assistance and advice.
The overall atmosphere is happy and relaxed.   
Tea/coffee is taken around 10.30am to give everyone 
a chance to swap ideas while wetting tonsils.   The 
group winds up around 12pm.
Anyone interested in joining the group can contact 
Gwen Elliott on 5541 3443 for further details.  
Membership of U3A is a prerequisite which can be 
arranged with Gwen.
Val Chapman
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4th TERM COURSE
On Thursday afternoons from 1.30-3.30pm Tricia 
Edward will continue a course called “Our Violent 
Earth”. The beginning of this course was held in term 
1 and is a discussion on violent and interesting  
events that have occurred on our earth. Term 4 will 
consist of different subjects than those discussed in 
term 1 and will include The Deepest Place on Earth; 
Krakatoa; New York; The Great Lakes and the 
European Alps. It is hope to conclude with sessions 
made up of participants own interests. This course 
will commence on Thursday  11th October.
If this subject could interest you please contact Tricia 
on 5544 1462 or email shikeo@bigpond.com

                            
Prado Exhibition Excursion
On Wednesday 15th August the Art Appreciation 
Group and a few others visited the Queensland Art 
Gallery to view the Prado Exhibition. We had been 
looking forward to this trip for a long time having 
been made aware of its visit to our fair city last year. 
Unfortunately, due to some rather nasty winter 
illnesses floating around, our numbers were a little 
depleted but we hope those who missed out will 
manage to make the trip in their own time.
Those of us who went had our cultural taste buds 
well and truly satisfied. I was particularly interested in 
the obvious results of the inbreeding in the Spanish 
Royal line when those whose portraits were 
displayed showed the facial results – even the poor 
princess.  
Our morning tea and gathering together was followed 
by the guided tour which gave us a solid background 
for our further inspections. After the tour we had a 
delightful Spanish lunch in a specially set up café 
before making our individual tour.   Try as I might I 
have been unable to decide on my particular 
favourite painting and I even had difficult in deciding 
which bookmark I would purchase as a souvenir of 
our trip. A great day for all.
Tricia Edward

 
                     

Many thanks to our sponsors for their 

ongoing support:

                                                                              

                                

                                     
ART APPRECIATION GROUP

On Wednesday 19th Sept. The above group will meet 
at Centacare at 10am to view a DVD on the Prado 
Exhibition as well as a recent ABC Artscape program 
on Margaret Olley. We hope to see interested 
members there for a great morning.

JOKE

A Blonde Man (for a change)

A blond man spied a letter lying on his doormat. It 
read on the envelope 'DO NOT BEND' so he spent 
the next two hours trying to figure out how to pick it 
up.  HA! Ha!                                      

 

*** Jigsaw Library Exchange 
Fridays noon to 4.00 pm. Bring your jigsaw along for 
use by other members and select one to use from the 
library. Phone Margaret or Hennie on Thursday 5541 
0745
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Contact 
me – Tricia on 
5544 1462 or 
email shikeo@bigpond.com if you would like to 
join in this rewarding experience.

Beaudesert U3A Web Site
Hennie continues to expand our web site.  There are 
new documents about computer applications from 
the U3A Network, downloadable forms, tutors' pages 
and other improvements.  Well worth a visit.

Thanks to Our Sponsors

Many thanks to our sponsors for their ongoing 
support:

                              

                  
                    Beaudesert U3A Time-Table: Term 4 2012

  Day Start-
Time

Morning Session Venue Start-
Time

Afternoon 
Session

Venue

Monday 10 am
8 Oct

COMPUTER 
GROUP
Weekly 10-12  
noon

Centacare

1.30 pm
8th Oct 
_______

MOSAICS
weekly 1.30-4pm
_______________
SELF-
PUBHISHING
By arrangement

20 Lincoln 
Court
_________

Centacare

Tuesday 9 am
9th Oct 

Art Group 1
FELLOWSHIP OF 
ARTISTS
Weekly 9- 12 noon

Tennis Club

Tuesday 9.30 am
9th Oct 

DISCUSSION 
GROUP
Weekly 9.30-11.30

Kaths House
27 Dunsinane
Street

2.30 pm
9th Oct 

LINE DANCING
Weekly 2.30-4 pm

Uniting 
Church Hall

Wednesday 9 am
10th Oct 

Art Group 2
LIMNERS
Weekly 9-12 noon

Centacare

Wednesday 10 am
17th Oct 

ART 
APPRECIATION
3rd Wednesday of 
each month

Centacare/
Excursions

1.30 pm
17th Oct 

CAMERA CLUB
3rd Wednesday of 
each month

Centacare/
Excursions

Thursday 10 am
11th Oct 

GENEALOGY
2nd Thursday of 
each month. 
10am-noon

Centacare/
Excursions

1.30 pm
11th Oct 

VIOLENT EARTH
Weekly 1.30-3.30

Centacare

Friday 8 am
26th th Oct 

AQUA AEROBICS
Weekly 8am – 9am

Beaudesert 
Swimming 
Pool

All courses are held at the Centacare rooms, 6-12 Peterson Street, Beaudesert, unless otherwise 
indicated.

All participants must be paid up members of Beaudesert U3A ($25.00) per annum (couples ($40.00) and 
each session had a minimum fee of $2.00 towards Centacare expenses (tea/coffee, aircon etc). If 
necessary extra Course costs for photocopying, travel etc, will be set by Tutors.

Course Co-ordinator: Margaret Kendrick Phone 5541 0745 Email:magaretnorah@gmail.com
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